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SABADINO DEGLI ARIENTI.* 



In the Chronological Series, which it is proposed to . 
observe, the author who next follows Massucdo, is 
Sabadino degli Arienti, a native o{ Bologna, and a 
person of some distinction in the district in which he 
was bom. In addition to his claims as a novelist, he 
is known to have been an accomplished scholar and 
historian, his account of his native city being esteem- 
^ an extremely valuable work by his countrymen. 
He inscribed his volume of tales to Ercole, Duke 
of Fe^rara, entitling them Porretane, from the feigned 
circumstance of their having been recited at the 
baths of Porretta, (whither the principal inhabitants 
of Bologna were accustomed during the summer 
BCBBon to resort, as a place of public amusement,) 
for the purpose, as the author himself informs us, 
of entertaining the Indies and gentlemen who at- 
tended. Whether really written with this view 

* Le Porretuie, dove li tra.lta di settantuna Dorelle, con mo- 
raliubm docainetiti e tlichianxioni d«ll' amm*, &c. — Bologna, 
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or noti the period of their composition corresponds 
very nearly with that of their publication, the first 
edition containing seventy-one novels, appearing at 
Bologna in' the year 1483. The greater part of 
these consists of amusing adventures and witty re- 
marks, though they are occasionally interspersed 
with incidents of a more sombre cast. 

There is no mention in contemporary writers of 
any particulars relating to the life and character of 
this novelist, but from some of his own produc- 
tions alluded to by Ghirardacci and by Orlandi, it 
would appear that, far from having been of obscure 
descent, he lived on intimate terms with the family 
of BentivogliO, one of the first in the country, to ■ 
member of which, Annibale Bentivoglio, he dedicated 
one of his publications, with expressions of familiar 
friendship. And if we may judge from some ac- 
count contained in the twenty-seventh of his novels, 
some branches of his &mily ranked among the first 
merchants of Ferrara, whose liberaKty, integrity, 
and loyalty, rendered them an ornament to the city. 
He was well versed in the antiquities of his native 
place,' and intimate with a gentleman of Verona, 
called Feliciano, attached to the same pursuits; of 
whom, on the authority of our novelist, there is a 
particular account in the Marchese Maflei's hbtory 
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BABAQIMO DEOLI AKIEHTI. & 

of diat p]ace. He enjoyed, too, the society and coi- 
raspondence of the celebrated Guarino, of Catbone, 
and of Cornazzano and other illustrious poets and 
orators of the age. 

Besides his novels, Arienti wrote an account of 
" IllustriouB I^ies," " Delle Donne Clare," dedi- 
cated to Guinipera Sforza BentivogK, still preserved 
in the public m'chives of Bologna. From the date 
of its composition in 1484, the period in which this 
Bovelist flourished very clearly appears. The exact 
time, likewise, in which he composed his Porretaae 
is evident from' his expiessions in what he terms the 
Licenza of his work, where he says, that having 
■onght refuge in-Camurata from the pestilence which 
occurred in 1478,* wtd desolated his own district, 
he devoted himself with iniinite pleasure to the in- 
vention of these tales. Many of Sabadino's stories 
are by no means destitute of intrinsic merit, but 
they catmot boast of the ornament of a pure and 
graceful style. His composition too much resembles, 
in its loose and inverted construction, that of Mas- 
succio ; the sole distinction being, that the peculiari- 
ties, and even barbarisms of his language, are of 
Bolognege instead of Neapolitan extraction. Inde- 

* It also raged ia Some, Mantua, and Venice in the ^ame 
jear. 
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6 SABADINO DEOLI ABIEHTl. 

pendent of this, the chief portion of those stories, 
whidi are founded upon Uie historical events of his 
own dmes, is of very inferior merit, with no sort 
of interest attaching to their details. The earliest 
edkiM of the Porretane in folio, 1483, has been 
since followed by four or five others, nearly at the 
same period of time, though at different places, and 
none later than the middle of the sixteenth century. 

A few of the Porretane may be considered as pos- 
sessed of no common degree of dramatic interest, 
although their general character is of a light and 
agreeable cast, several of these displaying the ooia- 
mon failing of the earlier Itah'an novelists, derived 
from ages still more rude and remMe, in attempt* 
at jesis and witticisms which have little or nothing 
to tecommend them. 
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SABADINO DEGU ARIENTI. 



NOVELLA IV. -*•- 

** Mt very exoellent umI much esteemed count, my 
kind p&tron and bene&ctoT, and you no leu, my 
worthy friends, d«gn to hear mi amuaing httk anec- 
dote which I some tune ■ince happened to note doiim 
from the Ups of one ereiy way Aeaerviag of credit. 

" Know, then, that in our city, altogether under 
'the authority of the church, there flouriihed a cer- 
tain learned advocate, a member of the great Caatello 
family, Mesoer Dioniaio by name. He was a man of 
strong atsoK wad great acquirements, and ii«t unfre- 
quoitly en^iloyed in high offices as the Gxet citioai 
of oar republic, whose true freedom and interests he 
so mnch promoted. Haring occasion to enter into 
Ae legal arena with another advocate, whose aame I 
cannot just now recollect, in a cause connected willi 
die noble memory of Madonna Margsrita, consort 
to Mcsser Pietro de* Gnidori, ishosft property had 
been ^sputed^ our frien^ Mesaer Dkxiino, was re* 
lulled as counsel to Signer Gioanni de' Beativogli, 
It was tried bl^bre Our Wortfiy magistrate, Hesser 
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8 SABADIKO DEOLl ABtSNTt. 

Niccoliizzo de' Piccoluomini of Sienna ; and, as it 
often happens to these g^tdemen of the robe, when 
deeply engaged in the interests of their cUents, they 
' became so vMy personal in the cause of their prin- 
cipals, tbaC at length the adversary of our worthy 
fiiend, unable to beai hia bitter taunts, fairly chal- 
lenged his honor »td veracity, which so incoised 
our good citizen, Measer Dionisio, that in a fit of 
sudden passion, he clenched his fist, and smote his 
learned ant^onist very severely on the mouth. The 
presiding magistrate, greatly Bcandaliied at our 
friend's new method uf enforcing his arguments, -vi- 
gorously remonstrated with him, and threatened to 
enforce the full penalty of d)e law, assuring him that 
he dealt too mildly in ncA coidmitting him on the 
spot ; and he would have executed his menace, had 
not the high qualities and connexions of Messer 
Dionisio restrained him, ■ He replied to the threats 
made use of. by the judge, with the most perfect 
composure, ' Most noble pttetot, according to the 
tenor of our civil law, I believe you will <m1y he 
able to .demand about ten pieces fitnn me;' and, 
putting his hand into his pocket, he drew forth ten 
broad gold ducats, saying, ' Take pnly what the 
law allows you, and hand me the remainder .back.' 
But the, judge, seizing in a rage upon the wbi^ 
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cried, * You must apply elsewhere for the remainder;' 
which again brought the angry eounEell«r upoR 
his legs. Turning quickly round upon hia adver- 
sary, now busily employed in repAiiing the ruins of 
his jaws, and uttering fierce exclamations for justice, 
tnir (lieiid again addressed him: ' If this be the 
case, I most have what I hava paid for, over and 
above ; ' and he struck him a more violent blow than 
before upon his left cheek. He then addressed the 
judge: ' My lord, you have made me pay for more 
than the amount - of both the arguments I have 
applied in the very faxe of my learned brother ; but 
keep the money; he ia a pitiful advocate, indeed> 
who would scruple to take advantage of his opponent 
for the aake of ten ducal^ I have had my revenge.' 
And turning his back upon the court, he left his bro- 
ther advocate quite unable to make any reply, and 
^evously lamenting and appealing to the magistrate ' 
for justice. He was at last obliged to be patient, 
for though somewhat incensed, neither the magis- 
trate nor the audience could refrain from indulging a 
degree of mirth at the singular arguments of oia 
fiiend Dionisio. The only sentence obtained that 
day in court was, ' Chi ricevette il male se n'ebbe il 
danno.' He who received the injury sustained all 
theloiBi - 
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NOVELLA IX. 

'* Xhe fallowing atory, my^ dear lord and patron,- and 
you, his very noble guests, nill be found to belong 
to the period when our valiant countrymen tri- 
umphed, near the bridge of San Ambrosio, over the 
troops of Endo, King of Sardinia, son of the em- 
peror Frederic 11., whose bones, as a token of our 
victory, are atiU lying, graced with a becoming epi- 
taph, in the church of onr good FratiPredicatori. The 
subject of the unhappy adventure which occurred 
about the time we speak of, was one of onr young 
fcQow-cHizens of the name of Malatesta, son of Al- 
berto de' Carbonesi, sprang from an ancient and 
noble &mily, of which our excellent friend now 
living in our city, likewise Alberto by name, is a 
descendant. 

" From his infant years, the young Malatesta had 
attached himself to the society of a sweet young giri, 
daughter of Messer Paolo Galuzzi, a noble cavder, 
named Letia. Their youthfnl companionship at length 
ripened into warmer feelings, and her lover soon be* 
came an object of idolatry in the eyes of the fair mai- 
den, who, from his fascinating manners and aCeoto- 
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MOTSLLA IX. 11 

plishments, had been already prevailed upon to pledge 
her trutli, on condition of obtaining her parents' con- 
sent, to yield him her willing hand. Enraptured with 
his success, the glowing youth im^ned that every 
other difflculQr must soon give way, and that he m^|ht 
hope soon to enjoy the supreme happiness of pos' 
sessing the charming and long-loved Ldia' for his 
wife. But his anguish and disappointment were ex- 
treme when he found her father persisted in the<refii- 
aol of his hand and of his visits. Althou^ this 
was a severe blofr, he resolved to die aooner than to 
relinquish the objet^ he had in view. To further 
his purpose, he had inst^itt recottfee to' th^ fsma- 
rite maid of the beloved girl ; vowing to make the 
ptize his own before the father h»l time to bestow 
her beauties upon another. Haring obtjoned tht 
confidence of her maid Lisetta, he Bcaled' the gar- 
dens, and approaching the <:iiambei of tfae-'bdy^ at 
the dead of night,' with lh6 gifl's aamgtancehe bwolce 
her, and had the delight of behdMing at the balcony 
that form, which from a very boy he bad always 
loved. He gazed upon her, while r^nive,- for a 
moment,' iidpeded bis^ utterance ; but the next^ he 
srized her white hands in his, and was at her side. 
' Forj^ve mil, baC! eome to pht ah endy myown 
Iielia, tA otrr long uspiliedwi^aMi anAdeqi suffiHT- 
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ingB. Let our present joy and h'appineas obliterate 
them for ever ! Only consent to be mine I A priest is 
ready to bind our bands.' Minted emotions of joy 
and shame shook the bosom of tbe gentle girl as he 
spoke, and her tears fell upon bis bands, as she an- 
eirered him with a faultering voice, ' Alas ! alas I 
what can I do ? My father ! my poor father ! Yet he 
would give me to another.' Malatesta, whose eyes 
had been long rivetted in silence upon tbe surpass- 
ing grace and loveliness of her charms, thus ex- 
pressed tbe emotions of his heart : ' You are all, my 
beautiful Lelia, thfit my fpndest hopes and wishes 
would have you to be ; and you know that from the 
earliest time I can recollect, your goodness, your ex- 
ceeding beauty, and the sweetneM of yoar voice and 
language, have made me, far beyond your noble birth, 
ever desirous of itoving and obliging you. Indeed 
lam incessantly studying to that end, and though 
your &th^ thinks me too bold and aspiring, as truly 
I fear I am, and all unworthy to possess so much 
excellence, it is still unjust and unwise in, him to 
sUglit your wishes, and to forbid you to become my 
own sweet wife. Nor in so acting does he fairly ap- 
preciate the value of my ancient name and my pos- 
sessions, mudi less the inexpressible love I bear you. 
You are aware what innumerable suitors have as- 
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pired to the bliss of calling you theirs, and yet not 
one has had the fortune to succeed, as if your tather'a 
displeasure were to become the cause of your un- 
happiness, consuming the raoroing of your beauty in 
solitude, while it had been far more wise and ho- 
nourable to bestow you in the bloom of your young 
afiectiotiB upon him who deserves' you best. It 
is this which has now brought me to your f^et, 
to combat such opinions, iu every way so unworthy 
of your father, who not satisfied with debarring you 
from the indulgence of your affections for the object 
of your regard, would exclude and destroy theni 
altogether. Agaihst all reason, love, and the laws 
of society, he in feet tells you that you shall not - 
wed. Most meekly, with a full heart, I conjure 
yoii not to confirm such ungenerous views. But 
come with me, my own love, and be the most 
cherished and honoured creature that ever blest a 
husband's choice. Look up, then, my Lelia ; tell 
me you will be mine, and, believe roe, your friends 
will not only soon be reconciled, biit rejoiced to 
hear of the event.' Deep drawn sighs, half love, 
half griet were, for a long time, the only answer 
she could giv6, till at length a burst of tenderness 
uid sorrow was audible. , ' You have been to me,' 
she said, ' always a companion and friend, whom 
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I loved beyond every tbiug else in the world, and 
I Itnpw tW words you speak are as sweet aa they 
ever T»ere, and aa true. Take me t^en, my lord and 
husband, for your worth, your virti^s, and kind 
mana^ro, have made me, alas! too indiflerent to 
every thing dse in the world. And now be happy 
and doubt no more, dear Malatesta; I will. follow 
you though death should be nty portion, wheievar 
you please, rejoicing in my sufferings, as long as we 
preserve unshaken our tried and faithful lave.' On 
these words he instantly led her away, and placing 
a rich dianiond upon her finger, he espoused her be- 
Ibre the holy man, :wha had been in readiness to 
receive them. 

"When he had borne her, with the utmost difficulty, 
ftom the, paternal mansion, and was preparing to 
enter his own, his fair bride turning towaids the ser- 
vant, who had accompanied them, said, 'Tell my 
parents that I am now the wife of the noblest youth 
our.itdty can boast, Malatesta Carbonese, who ever 
honoured .and loved me.' Her maid, Lisetta, not 
without shedding tears at parting, thus replied : 'Ah, 
my dear young mistress, beware how you do or say 
any thing that may wound the pride of youi family, 

for I fear, I sadly fear' ' Fear nothing, but return, 

and answer only to such questloiu as may be re- 
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quired pf you, if you are fearful of your <»m safe- 
ty ; nay, do not we«p for me, LIsetta, and farenell.' 
The. gratefiil and baf^y lover then conducted hii 
fair bride into lier new dwelling, intending on the 
foUowio^ day to employ the interest of all Ma friends 
to obtain a speedy reooDciliation with her family. 
Eariy on the following day. Donna Erminia, the 
young lady's mother, inquiring for her daughter, wai 
informed by her . maid Lisetta, as she bad been di- 
rected, that she bad become the wedded wife of Ma- 
lateBta Carbonese on the previous evening. In the 
utmost anger and alarm the lady immediately ran 
into. bee husband's chamber, crying, ' Oh, Messer 
Paulo, we are lost, we are diBhonouied : Lelia baa 
eloped this very night with Malatesta Carbonese, 
into wlioae bouse the has. been carried.' In an 
ijpLpulae of rage and grief, far exceeding that of his 
wife, Messer Paulo iaatantly rose and armed him- ' 
self^ crying in a loud voice, for, his. servants and his 
sons. Accompanied by tb^e, he hastened to. the 
house of Alberto Carbonese, at a short distance from 
bis own, with purposes of the most deaijly revenge. 
On breaking into the place, the ftrst object they met 
waa a. female servant, wbom they instantly sacri- 
ficed to their fury. But fortunately for Albrato and 
two of his sons, tbey Jiad set out two days befoie for 
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a country-seat at Ronzano, where the estates of the 
&iiiily lay. Finding none of the inmates in the 
lower rooms, the enraged brothers immediatdy pro- 
ceeded to search the chambers, and soon arriving at 
one which seemed to resist their efforts, they furi- 
ously burst it open, and rushed upon the defenceless 
lovers, who vainly sought to shelter each other from 
their impending fate. Awed by their sister's pierc- 
ing cries, they stood a moment, nor ventured to stab 
Mm in her arms. But binding his throat and face 
with their fierce hands, they smothered him aa he 
lay on the bridal coui^ ; their equally savage 'father 
having dragged the poor girl out of the chamb» 
while the deed was done. He then drew her back 
by her &ii hur into the fatal room, exclaiming, 
' There 1 Go take thy pleasure npw, infamous wretch 
as thou art I thon hast given me a revenge in which 
I shall always exult.' They dien closed the door, 
and hastened from the house. The weeping Lelia 
having raised herself with difficulty, in the agony of 
her despair, cast her eyes upon the couch, and beheld 
the discoloured and deathlike features of her belov- 
ed. She threw herself upon the body, unconscious- 
for a long time of her existence, but when she reco- 
vered from her swoon as from a deep slumber, in 
which she had forgotten what had past, surjmse 
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and tOTor overwhelmed her with redoubled force, 
and she felt how much easier it would be to die than 
to recover from another such attack, into which she 
was very nearly relapsing. Unable longer to con- 
tend with her emotions, she again threw her arms 
around her husband's neckj and kissing him tenderly, 
exdaimed, ' Alas ! alas ! and hast thou so soon lefl 
me? Whither is thy sweet spirit fled? May heaven's 
pity be denied to those who have so basely robbed 
me of the dear companion of my days ! And art 
thou gone without thy Letia?.0 treacherous friends I 
no liHiger friends or relations. of mine ! Speak, speak 
tome, my love; breathe' again die soil words you 
lately breathed into mine ear, promising me never, 
never more to- part. Oh, dear, unhappy scene of all 
our bliss and woe ! How soon has our supreme de- 
light turned into hitter tears, and pain, ourselves' 
preparing the means fbr our cruel enemies to wreak 
tlieir sad. revenge ? Ab; that they bad first sacrifit^d 
me to their fury, and saved me from what I now 
feel t Oh, savage father, and more savage brothers I 
you will hve to regret your cruelty when you behind 
the Lelia once bo 'dear to you stretched hfeless be- 
fore your eyes. Would to heaven, I had never 
consented, ray love, to yield to thy honied words I 
Then I had still gaaed on thee, still heard thy voice, 
TOS. H. c 
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nor "been the vxetcfa I now am, . But why thea» 
vain tears and grief? It ia very weak sad unntxthjr 
to indulge them, when I con follow thee, myhuabwid, 
and free my hurthened spirit from the load it beam; 
Shall I shew myself unequal to the many brigfatex- 
amples of love, even unto death 7 No, I will die the 
, death be died, cruel aa it was. I promised to folloW' 
him to the last.' 

" Saying these words, she provided herself widt the 
v«ry same means of destruction as had proved fatal 
to her unfortunate. lover, ^iclaiming, in the agoo^oS 
her grief, ' Cruel &tber, and still more savage bro- 
thfiie, may, you live long and wretchedly after my 
death 1 May heaven deal out to you only the pity you 
■ have shewn!' And then once more invoking A» 
name of her beloved husband, she launched hersalf 
into eternity ; and the &ir form was soon all that n^ 
mained of so muoh lov^neai and truth. 

" A crowd had.graduaUy aiaemfaled round the. nuuiR 
flioQ of AlbertOr afler observing the furious depaituie 
of Messec Paulo and his people, and suspeetiag some 
&tal occurrence had taken jAace, no amwer being 
reWmed to their repeated caUa, several individual 
made.their way into theihouse. The first object th^ 
beheld was the nnirdeved servant.; hut they were tar- 
more horror-stnidc oa advancing further, to find the 
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beautiful form of Lelia hanging iifeleas □□ her bridal 
couch. Exclamations of grief aud indignation burst 
from all around ; aorwaa it long before the grievous 
tidings reached the ears of the father and friends of 
tbe unhappy youth. IJastening back nith bis other 
sons to Bftbgva, fiu^h, vi.U the impression produced by 
their i^i«egentationi and ^peorauce, that the whole 
city rose, 'and the fcdjowers ' of both powerful iwii- 
Ues comipg to t^tioa, Meswr Paulo, the young bride's 
fath^, was compelled to save hitnsel^ with his son 
Egsijo, by flight, while his other two sons were taken 
and executed according to the laws, a decree of exile 
being awarded against the rest of the family. 

" The reoiains of the unhappy lovers, wedded thus 
in death, were then coBsigned to the earth, not with- 
out die lameatatioii of the people, in the church 
of San Qiacomo, where a noble monument was raised 
to their memory, bearing the following inscriptioD : 

Chi t'vab piA die la (oa Titii in tens, 
GU nerri e I'oMa inc qui dentra i^n. 
Ilirir love beytHM] Ae love of life on earth, 
liei Kil'd in death, awtitiDg hearenly birth." 
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" Listen, O bright and beautiiid ladies, and joa, 
moat noble count, and gentlemen ^ W the fidlow- 
ing story, which I tniat cannot fail to amuse you t 

" Not very long ago tbeie weie fonr noble, tbougb - 
somewhat bumorous students, rcBiding at ova uni- 
versity of Sienna, vbose names were Messer' Antonio 
da Clerico, a canonist; Messer Giovanni da Santo 
Geminiano, a young jurist; Maestro Antonio di Paulo 
di Val d'Amo d'Arezzo ; and Maestro Micbel di Cosi- 
mo Aretino deUi Conti di PalazzfJtr, whoi when young, 
was Burnamed Bacica, now a distinguished civilian 
in the university of Bologna, fitll of years and vir- 
tue, beloved by the whole people for his kind and 
charitable actions. But waving these last censideni* 
tions, I proceed to inform you, that while remaining 
in the house of the Master of the Academy of Arts, 
the youthful pupJU became acquainted with a certain 
diacipkof Galen, wh^ though a mere quack, ima- 
gined he was possessed of more learning than Avi- 
cenna himself. His name was Niccolo da Massa, to - 
which had been added that of PortaattHo, from the 
peculiarity of bis ambling gait ; and as his residence 



Digiiizcdt* Google 



MOTtUA XUI. SI 

lay oppMJte to that oiibe goVenMH', hu sii^ularitiei 
attracted the particukr attentioa of the pupils. 

" Now it happened that in the month of February, 
during, the salting season, the doctor bad purchased 
a fine, pig, which he Buhsequendy had killed, and 
hung up, as is usual, previous to the operation of salt- 
ing, for four or five days in his kitchen. The merry 
scholars, aware of this stage of the proceedings, set 
thrar beads to contrive bow they might feast at the 
doctor's charge. It so fell out, that a fellow student 
named Messer Pietro di Leri Martini, had lately left 
the academy, and afterwards died of a fever; and on 
this'&ct they resolved to ground the success of theii 
nqdoit Introducing themselves secretly' into the 
doctor's premises, and watching their opportunity, 
they laid hands upon the pork, a fact which struck 
the doctor with equal horror and surprise, when he 
beheld his kitchen the next morning emptied of its 
treaaore. After indulging in a variety of im|»'eca- 
tkxu and suspicions, his doubts at last fell upon his 
young neighbours the scholars, who bad indeed 
already acquired some little reputation for similw 
exploits. Believing that he had now discovered the 
authors of the diabolical theft, he waited on Messer 
Amadio da Cittd di Castdlo, the presiding ma- 
gistrate in -Sienna, wbo having beard his evidence, 
despatched three several messengers, cp gun a n ding 
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an immediate reatoration of the pork to the right 
owner, unleaa the young gentlemen wished to be 
proceeded against criminally. The answer which 
the magistrate received Was, that the Bcholara were 
greatly surprised at such a message, and were sorry 
that diey had not so fine a pig in their possession, 
happening to know nothing about it. But being 
■till persecuted with the complaints of the doctor, 
the magistrate resolved to investigate the al&ir tho- 
roughly, sending a warrant to search the scholars' 
chambers, and to bring them all before him shoald 
the pork be discovered in their possession. Ex- 
pecting f nch a visit, the students were not a litde 
puEiled 1h>w to proceed, when Messer Antoi^c^ da 
Cletico, who by his aingidar ingenuity and facedoua- 
nesa had always sh^wn himsdf e^ual to every emer- 
geney, encouraged the flagging spirits of his cbm- 
panioni, saying :< Fear not, my brave boys; fear 
not the Podesti and his myrmidons : we will be a 
match for them yet We will extract a little amuse- 
m^t out of them too, if you mind what I say. Let 
sa get up a sick conch in the chamber opposite the 
mtrance hall, and fill it with all kinds of the most 
■iddy preparations that can disgust the human nose. 
And wben the officers come, you must all stand at 
the mtrance, fanned in profennd grief ; and when 
tl>ey ask you What is the matter, shake your heads 
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Juid'jMilit to the inaer diamber, aajring, ' Pooi fellow, 
be is dying of the plague.' Now thu dck gHitlemm 
idadl be no other than the pig, and trust me, wbo- 
ma ventureB within sight of him, shall tvab hinudf 
Mt^ dgaitt as speedily aa possible. For you know liti 
wtai^ dty is disturbed about the death of our ^Ulow 
stodent, irtio died only the other day oftbeptigmt' 
Hk conipiaidons hnmediately a^t up a loud laugh, is 
tAmoftbeiiai^robation, crying: ' Come, let na 90 
to yrotk Ama ; we eatobot be hanged fbt it afin all,' 
nen |w«ittring a table spread widi cnahions, they 
Uid ibe p% upon it at fiiU length, with a nightcap 
over his head, and stuck om hia fore feet with white 
sieves, do as to TEfsembte the arms of a hanuui be- 
ing; while hia hind Mies wete decorated with a pair 
of slippers. Soon after completing Awe axrasge- 
ments, appeared the officers of the polity, wbo on 
requiring entrance, wore readily admitted by Ae 
scholars, some of wfaoffi. On advancuig further, Aey 
fbund orerwhehned with borrow, wringing dicir 
liands, and crymg out moat pHeeuisIy, ' Ob, ny dear, 
A«r brotliefl' at whidi tbfe offltftrs, apprdteifdii^ 
irWBC fital aeddenit, inqnired into tfaft cause of Aat 
com{AHint. Tlie shrewd Maestrb Micbieh <m tUs 
fltei^ed ibrward : ' It ii tUy brodier, lUy poor btoAer, 
wlm n here '^r^> ^ *^ afraid.' ' Byii^I "rAait It 
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the matter with him ?' ' They say it is the plague ; 
bntlviU never desert him!' On this one of the offi- 
cen c^iened the chamher door with some caution, and 
■tumbling on the Bhocking- object which presented 
itsd^drew back in great alarm; for on thelefl hand 
was seenMesser Antonio, aa the priest, adnanistering 
spiritual consolation, with book and crucifix in hand, 
and wax Ughta burning, to the poor scholar, falling 
apparently a victim to the phigue. At this overpow- 
ering. sight, without saying a word, he ran out of the 
botiae, followed by his compauions. Returning to the 
magiatilU^ he -with difficulty made himself under- 
stood; 'expressing the utmosthorrorofthe business on 
which he bad been sent. ' How,' cried the magistrate^ 
* can it be true ?' 'True?' returned the ofiicer; 'F 
saw the poor, wretch stretched out, dying of the 
plague, and his brother and all his companions bu^ 
ried in the deepest grief.' ' And did yon go into the 
room? did you touch the body!' inquired the ma- 
gistrate. 'To be sure I did,' 'Then why do 
you .come .here? Away with you, you wretches; -we 
shall have the, whole city infected:' and the magis- 
trate drove them away, forbidding them, as they va- 
lueditheir lives, again to enter into his presence. . . 
." The wily Mi^ser Antonio, called the Priast, io 
.lhenieamvhilejobBervingtheroutoftheieiiiyrniido[)8 . 
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of diekw, hastily dresMd himsdf amidat the triiuiiph 
and a]^dauseB of hia companioiii, and aet out for the 
house of the Podestd, in order to obviate any dis- 
agreeable concequences that migbt attend the tidings 
which had juat gone forth. He arrived juat in time. 
to catch As inagistiate as he vraa proceeding to tha 
grand council, to acquaint the members with the &ct 
which had just transpired, and propose meana for 
du safety of the city. To. him then, Meaaer Antoaio 
related the whole of die affidr, on the part of the 
scholars, aa it had occurred from the beginning. It 
was a great relief to the magistrate to hear that tiiere 
was. really no pestilential disorder abroad; and he 
laughed outright at the humorous way in whidi Mes- 
aer Anttmio related to him the incidoits of the story, 
* O you coUegians,' he cried ; ' you are true children 
of perdition. There is notbing of which you are 
not capable ; and. woe to the unfortunate wretch 
that falls into your handa.' As they were now ap- 
proatdiing the Palazzo delli Signori, the Podeetil 
resolved, instead of alarming tliem with tidings of 
the plague, to amuse them with one of the best sto- 
ries which he.had for some time heard. Suchwas the 
pleasnte' which it afforded, that they obliged ita in- 
genious author to repeat the whole to them again, 
mingling their mirth with a little seaaonable advice. 
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and oomnmnding him to make immeditte nMitution 
i^the doctor's ^g. But to this, ndthtna 'mice, tbe 
■choLuB all dnnuiTed, beteeching their Undrii^ 
dwA thej would unot .pleaie to ioaiat on .Bsdi ^Imd 
emditionB, inaamucb u it .would .be throwing a bdeI 
of discrffdit on real leanung, weK thejr to ra&ae ts 
permit the aeholaiB to punish BO much abanrd qnadk- 
ery and ignoiancs, aa were niyiifiwted by ihia ;diB- 
NpUofGahn: aaddicy tnuted that their IhUi^ 
woidd not interfere to intermpt.the joke in the^ap- 
piestWage, but would permit them toeat the pogainiR 
die; had caught it. Grateftd for the enlettninBimt 
allbrded tbem, the council could scarc^ ^e«»il 
upon flMmselves to treat the ingeniotia Antbor of Ae 
plot with the ligout of the bw, altbon^ thejr ffronf^ 
ly adriwd T«Htitutien of the pig. -Bat tbe biHoonnis 
Antonio ctmdncted his defence in bo ha^y «nd el»- 
quent a manner, that the pork was allowed to rannin 
in the handa of the Bdiolara ; ssd the ootut a^oamed. 
Tliey immediatdf proceeded to regide th uiiad e m 
with the epmU they had won. Frequeady that oigkt 
did tfcey diink to tbe beiMi of Doctor FoEtantiaD, 
who had pnsenUd tfacHwiAa ^itkmirfdKfaat, 
nor were tbe trioea laaa re)iiA«d aftm ikay Ind pNF> 
t^on of roBBted p^." 
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A BDiai^ stoiy, entitled La GtuUtUa, from the pen 
of Luigi da Porto, a. gentleman of VicCnzs, will fol- 
low these remarks. Luigi sprung from a noUe and 
sndent iamily of that place. He was the son- of 
Bernardino da Porto and Lisabetta di Savoi^fnano. 
He entered early into military life, and was for some 
time in the service of the republic of Venice, in qoa- 
lityof a captain of light-horse, giving signal.proofs of 
his valor daring the campaigns of Giadisca, and the 
wars connected with^the famous league of Cambray. 
But on receiving a wound, though extremely slight, 
in tlie tendons of the neck, such was its eficct, as to 
compel him to relinquish the career of arms, and 
render him a cripple lor the renuunder of his life. He 
Bubsequently retired to his native city, where he died 
in 1629, before he had completed the fbrty-fout& 
year of his age. He was connected with nearly all 
the great wits and scholars of his time, among whom 
he numbered Cardinal Bembo, several - members of 
the iamily of Gonzaga, and many others of dialHi* 
guished rank and reputation. He aUo enjoyed the 
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Bociety of Veronica Gambara, and of Emilia Pia da 
Montefeltro, both ladies of eminent talents and ac- 
complishmentfl,' who aflortted the age in which they 
lived. 

Perhaps the title of novelist was at one time the 
least of Luigi's claims, as he acquired the reputation 
of an deg'ant and accomplished scholar and poet, and 
displayed much classical taste in his compositimts, 
both in tbe Italian and Latin languages. He is $md 
by MarEftri, the historian of Vicenia,'to have jhto- 
daoed several other novels, a suppcraition wlii<^, if 
true) tttust lead us to deplore their Idss ; as thete are 
too few in the voluminous catalogue of Italy, whidi 
da boast of the purity and excellence of hife Giii- 
liettsl. It is dedicate to the ladyLuciuaSavorgnana, 
one bf his near relations. 

Ilieie are two old editions of the GiuliettSi both 
published within a short period of each other at Ve- 
nice. One of these has the date of June lOdi, 1636, 
8v0. {torn the press of Bindoni ; and the other from 
that of Marcolini, 8vo. J639. A more recent ope 
has likewise appeared, edited by the Cavalier Miohd- 
Angiolo ZoTzi of Videnza, inclddiilg the Rime of the 
author, printed in Vicenaa, 4t6. 1781« by IiavesEari 
The Story of Giulietta is in this editioti an exact re- 
print from that of Marcolini, the editor not appear- 
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ii^ to haro been avwe of the eavlitT OM «f BaidMii t 
between which and the more recent one, many atrik^ 
ing raiiatuUu nay be petceive4. This doubdem 
ad*eB:&nn the ckcUBHtaBce of one of them haying 
rccaimditbe.coiTectiQna, aodpubapSiembellialniiaMs 
of the.cdahratedBeiidao, while the other wa»pratM- 
bfytakea;&OBi theongiual MS. From a-lctterof 
Bwab^ .da te d, the iSlb. February, l&U, .addreaaed to 
BonuHtdini^.theJtirothetofliuigi. it appean that the 
writer Waa-deaHona: of LaviBg ia hia-piitaBAstiOA the 
MBS. of hjadeceaaad friend. Fbtir ye«» anbaequettt 
tothe.daae oC dua:letttT the novel fimraadie tts ap- 
pearasoey: doting which time it la highly ipirebilble it 
may have undergme the revision of Bemho. It ia 
certain tHat-Jau^ was hi^ily esteemed by' him, aa 
appears from a' letter directed to our authot* during 
his liialioaftj nor i> Bembo thoii|^ by otheC writ^w 
to have orccrated the merita of hia Glnlietta, cora- 
parod trith «he novels of bis ceuntrymHi. 

Thou^ hu We rcmaimng'- productioa in Ae claaa 
of fictitioaaiiaRaliTe, ib is fully anfficieitt to ectabli^ 
hia clatmito a hi{^ atatioii among Jtaly^abNt!' novel- 
iats. He cannot, indeed, boast of Uie merte of its 
nrentiofi; but bis improveeanet on dw M- story, 
attributod to ao TOany- diSment Murcca,- aBd«v^<« 
that of Maaniccno Salerahano, areof s«eb a kind as 
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to give it all the effect, beauty, and pathos of an ori- 
ginal nanative. 

' Though this Btory is extended much beyond the 
limits of a great portion of the Italian Novelle, the 
translator has scarcely thought himself at Uberty.to 
make the least alteration or curtailment, no less on 
account of its own intrinsic merits, than its relation 
to one of the sweetest and roost favorite prodoictions 
of England's greatest dramatist. Not that this tale 
supplied Shakspeare with the plot and incidents of 
bis Romeo and Juliet, which are evidently taken 
from a version of Massuccio's story of an earlier 
date, but it may serve to shew, how far the dramatist^ 
who- has niot, indeed, improved upon his model of 
Massuccio, has fallen short of the pathetic beauty 
of Luigi da Porto's story in its conclusion. It is 
only in the latter that we meet with the afiecting cir- 
cumstance of Juliet rising from her trance, before 
lie death of Romeo ; all other versions of the story 
omitting a scene so essential to the pathos of the ca- 
tastrophe. And though the test of the variations in 
these different productions are of minor, importance, 
they will uniformly be found in favor of Luigi da 
Porto ; a circumstance which strongly favors the 
suppoBttiaii that Shakspeare never perused his novel. 
He must have been misled, then, in this point, by 
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ibe metrical hiBtory of Romeus and Giuliet, which 
was takni, as Mr. Dunlop remarks, iiom leveral 
minute coincidences, from the old drama by Lnigi 
da Groto, which accords with Shakapeaie'B in many 
partacnlara. In both, there is a garmlous old nurse, 
and it would appear from several other paiticvdars 
pointed out by Mr. Walker, in his Memoir; on Italian 
Tragedy, that the old play by Da' Groto 'must' have 
been seen by the English dramatist. ' 
' But though not* the exact source irom which 
SbiiiBpafire'diew one of the earUest and most liivo- 
rite of bos dramas, it is this Italian story which ^has 
since su^^ted . die- imiprovement.-. that has been 
adopted!' on the stage, at its' close, wtftte Komeo 
doea abtexpirebe&re. the revival of Juliet. Besides, 
its own'dramatic interest, and its langnaj^e^id cha- 
racter, are altogether such as to place it bmong th^ 
liappiest' specimens in the class of pathetic NoTcJlet 
Still, its merits will be found to caasist, mih very few 
«XQ^tions, in the superior manner in which it has 
lieea treated,' Bs. there is too striking a coincidence 
betweo) the works of Da Porto and of Massuccio, 
to allow na to'^ beUeve that the author. of Glulietta 
-was not acquainted with the MarioUo and Gian- 
'Qozs^ of his predecessor. ' In most of the leading 
' circmastances, though' not in the condusion, they 
vol. n. B 
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ue precisely Binuliir. Luigi himself, howerer, as' 
terta that lite story was related to him, while aerving 
■3 a soldier in Fiinli, by one of his atchera, who 
□swUy attended hfaa, to b^uile ibe soUtary road 
leading from Gradisca to Udino> But it is cettain, 
that the same story had long before beeo &miliai 
to the writera of various countries, wheresoefer it 
may have first token its origin, whether derived in 
some connected chain of tradition from one source, 
or, as ia more probaUe, fovinded on a ainular occur- 
rence ill difitirent countries. It has been traced 
to a Greek romance; uid was hiatorically treated 
as a real events by Giroliutio della Corte, in his 
hktcvy of Verona. It also fqrma the ninth of the 
second part of Banddlo'a novels, borrowed from 
bmgi da Porto, wfaere the evetit is said to faainc 
happened in tbe time of Bartotammeo deila Scala: 
dlia Btle corre^Hinds very nearly with the Dovel 
of Giulietta. Tbe sune story passed into France 
where it Ss rdated by Adrien Sevia of two Bdavo- 
nians residii^ in die -Morea. Tbus it was adtqited 
into Ae tragic stories of Belleflweat, and iikewise 
into Painter's Palace of Pleasure. Frow its tradi- 
tionary dtatecter, theiefbre, it is not impouiUe, that 
Xmigi da Potto may ^ve' heiad it from tbe Up* of 
onetrfhiaaicben; though ihit tan hudly be reoon- 
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tiled with the numeroiu coincidences that exJtt be- 
tirfea-his stoiy and that of Masauccio. 

T^we are several other dramas, beeldea. Sbaks^ * 
peare's Romeo «d4 Juliet, founded upon th« same 
■ubject ; ]iat none nearly so faithfbl to the HimpUcitj 
and patlKw of the original, »a found in ike novela of 
Da Porto and Maaiuccio. If Shakspcare waa unfor- 
tntiate in not preserving one of the roost touching 
incidents in the ^ataatrephe, it is a fault in him 
scarcely perceptible, and aaigly compensated by auch 
baqaoendent beauty ofhtngliage and, Bwtiment, as 
ideals ffith irresistible force to the soul of the 
reader ; leaving thq plot, so essential to the succesa 
pf other writers, with liim only a secondary 00% 
aideration. But in other dramatists, their departure 
firom the truth and beauty of the story has been 
wilitil, nor atoned for by those auperior charms of 
sentiment and passion, which lie scattered with so 
profuse a hand in the works of its English imitator. 
Two of these rival productions are from the p«is 
of Spanish dramatists, contemporary likewise with 
Shakspear^ ; one being written by the prolific Lope 
de Vega, and the other by Fernando Roxas, which, of 
the two, i^iptoaches nearest to the English Romeo 
and Juliet But in Lope, the names as well as the 
incidents are altered, and the tragic close is turned 



Digiizcdt* Google 



36 LViai DA roftio. 

into " ft merry meeUng," and a marriage sanctioned 
by the lady's frioids. The Spanish loTer has-the 
grave precaution not to swallow pmson before Tisit- 
iug the tomb of die lady ; . and on her recovery from 
her trance, he forthwith ncorta her to a costleof her 
father's, but seldom frequented by the i^ed gentle- 
man. There, however, preparing to celebrate a new 
maniage, he is somewhat surprised to meet with hia 
deceased daughter, and mistaking her fbr a spirit, 
be b^iOB to deplore his former harshneBa .to her, 
declaring bow happy he should be, could he now 
unite her to th« object of her choice. The heronow 
comes Tannai; and as soon as the &ther !s fully 
satisfied of their corporeal existence, he consents to 
their union, and the loven, after embracing each 
others fall at his feet. 
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THE NOVEL OF JULIET. 

At the fenoA when BartDlomiDeo della Scala, a- 
gentle and accompUehed prince, presided over the 
deadniea of our native place, a fine and beautiful 
tract of country, I Crequently remember hearing my 
&ther lay, that there flourished two Isoble, but rival 
fiuniliefl, whose exasperation agunat Mch aibet vim 
carried to the ' utmoat extreme. The name of one- 
of these was theCatipeUetti, that of the other the 
Uontecchi; and it is believed that the deMendants 
of the latter faction are now raiding in Udino, in the 
personsof MesaerNiocolo.aod Mesaer Giovanni, who 
settled there by some strange chance, under the title 
of Monticoli of Verona. They would appear, bow- 
ever,' to hare retained little of th^r ancient splaid<» 
and repntaticai, beyond their couiteous manners and 
demeanor. And'although, on perusing several an- 
cient chronicles, I have met with, the names of the 
faniUeSi who are 'menjdoned as united in . the same 
cause, I shall merely touch upon their history, as it 
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was told to me in the following words, without de- 
viating from the original authority. 

Both familieE, wfe are told, were equally powerful 
and wealthy, abounding in friends and relatives, and 
highly favored in Verona, under the above men- 
tioned prince. Whether of a private or a public 
nature, the feud which arose between them was of a 
very fbrocious and fetal character, various partizant 
cm both sides fallii^ viatjms to its rage. Nor waa 
it, until weary of nmtual wriHigs, and awed by the 
repeated commands and fintreadei of their prince, 
that they were induced to mter into such terms as 
to meet or to address each other peaceably without 
apprehension of farther vit^ence and bloodshed, fiat 
daily becoming more reconciled, it ba[^>ei)ed that a 
feBtival was to be given by Messer Ahtimio, the head 
6( the house of the Gappelletti, a man of gay and joy- 
(Hu character, who made the moit magnificent pre- 
parations to Teceiva ^1 the diief families in the city. 
At one of these asecinblieB there one evening ap- 
peared a youth of the Montecchi funily, who fol- 
lowed thither some lady whom he wa« deairous, as 
lovfins often are, of acc<»npanying in person (no Ins 
than^n mind) upon such occaaiona of genetal fdttivity. 
He had a noble and tiunmaiadiitg p«iDD, with de- 
gftirt and accomplished manners; and fae.ba4 no 
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Mtober withdrawn his mask, screening himself in th& 
character of a wood-nyni|&, than erray eje wm 
fiuned with adunration oh hia lieauty, ^ich ap- 
peared to Burpasa even that of the most heautiM 
ladiesjnesent But he more especially attrocted the at- 
tentiM of ui only daughter of Messer Antonio, whose 
chams both of mind and person were unrinllad 
dirougfiout the whole city. Such was the impresdpn 
she received at his appearance, that trom the mo- 
taoit their eyes first met, slie found that she was no 
longer mistress of her own feelings. She saw him 
retire into a distant part of the assembly, seldom 
coming forward either in the dance>. or in convene 
with others, bearing himself like one who kept a jea- 
lous watch over some beloved object, whom he would 
lain have held aloof &ata tfae joyous sceiie. Such a 
diought struck a chill to her heart, as she had heard 
he was a youth of warm and animated manners. 
About the approach of midnight, towards the con- 
clusion of tfae ball, was struck up the dance of the 
torch, or of the hat, whichever we choose to call itt 
usually proposed with os before the breaking up of 
the feast. While tfae company stand round' in a circle, 
each dancer takes hia lady, and the lady him, chang- 
li^ partners as they please. As it went round, die 
noble youdi Was led out by a lady, who chanced 
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to' place bim near the enamoured daughter of Cwp- 
pelletti.: On the otber side of her stood a youth 
named Mai^nicdo Guercio, .whose hand, ever ccAd 
to the touch, happened to. come in coiUact with, the 
ftu lady's palm ; and soon after Romeo Montecchi, 
being on her left hand, took it in hit, as was cus- 
tomary. On which die lady, anxioua to hear his 
voice, BMd, " Welcome to my side, Messer Romeo ;" 
and he observing her eyes were fixed upon bisi 
awaitti^ his reply, and delighted at the tone of 
her. voice, ! returned, "Howl am I indeed then 
welcome?" — " Yes: and lought to thank you," she 
returned, uniling; "since iny left hand is wanned 
by your touch, whilst that of Marcuccio freezes 
my right." AsBuraing a Uttle more confidence, 
Roineo Bgain replied, " If your hand, lady, feels the 
warmth of mine, my heart no less has kindled wann 
at your eyes." A short bright" smile was the only 
ans^ver to this, except that in .a lower tone, aa fearAU 
of being seen or heard, she half whispered ba<^, " I 
TOW, O Romeo, there is no lady here, whom. I .think 
marlyso handsome as you seem tome." Fudoated 
by her swieet address, Romeo, with still greater 
warmth) rej^ed, " Whatever I may be, I only wish 
you, sweet lady, to hold me ever at your service." 
When' the festival broke up, and Romeo had re- 
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tired to his chamber, .dwelUng on the harsh nug* of 
hia.fanner lore,, from.whoie eyes he had diiutk soft- 
ness mixed with too much scorn, he resolved to give 
his souL wholly, even to the .fair foe of his father's 
bouse. Sb^ on the other hand, had ihcnight of little 
else.since she left him, than of the sapreme fetid^ 
■he. should eigoy in obtaining so noble a. youth for 
her lord. Yet when she revertedj to ' the deadly- 
enmity which had 30. long reigned between the two 
bouseS) her fears, overpowered the gentler feeling* of 
bet . spul ; and uoaUe whoUy to subdue tb«m, she 
inveigh^ agunst hpr Jown folly in the fallowing 
words : " Wretch that I am ! what enchanUnait thiia 
drags tne to myraio? vrithout hope. or guide, O! 
howjhall I escape? forRomeoJovesmenot. Aloa! 
be perhaps feels nothing but hatred against our, 
house, and would perhaps only, seek niy shune. 
And were it possible be should thinly of tahiog me 
Sft his, wedded wife, my &ther would never, con- 
vent to. bestow my hand." Then revolving other 
feelings in her mind, she flattered herself that their 
attachment might become the means of further re- 
.Goncihation between the houses, even now wearied, 
with their mutual feudj ; and, " Oh I" she exclaimed^ 
"nh^t.ablipsful jqeans.of changing, foes, into rela^ 
tives 1" Fixed in this resolve, she again met Romeo 
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with eyes of softneas and regard. Mutually ani- 
mated with equal aidor snd adnurati<Hi, the loved 
image was fixed so deeply Iq their inia^natton, that 
they could no longer refrain from seeing eadi other ; 
and sometimes at the windows and sometimes in the 
church, they sought with avidity every occasion to 
express th^ mutual passion through their eyea, and 
neither of them seemed to oijoy rest out of the pre- 
■enceofthebelovedobject. But chiefly, Romeo, fired 
at the sight of her exquisite charms and manners, 
brsvfid all risks fiir the pleasure of having her near 
him ; and he would frequently pass the greatest part 
of the night around her house, beneath her win- 
dows, or, scaling the walls, force his way to the bal- 
cony that ctHnmanded a view of her chamber, with- 
out the knowledge either of herself or others ; and 
there he would sit for hours, gazing and listening 
bis soul away, enamoured of her looks and voice. 
He woaM afterwards throw himself listlessly to 
sleep, careless of returning home, in the woods or 
in the roads. But one evening, as love would have 
it, the moon shining out more brightly than usual, 
the adventurotu Romeo was discovered by bis lady, 
t» the opened the casement, on the balcony. Ima- 
gining dtat it might be some one else, he tetxettted, 
when catdiing a glimpse of his figure, she gently 
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etMed to him, " WherefMe, O Romeo, come yon 
tiitfaet?" — " It is the will of love : therefore do I come," 
he leplied. " And if you should be found bere, 
Romeo, know you it will be sudden death V " Too 
w^ I do, dear Udy ; and I doubt not it will happen 
so some ni^ht, if you refuse me your aid. But at 
I must at some time die, wherever I may be, I wonU 
rather yield my breath here as near you as I dare, 
with whom I woujd ever choose to live, did heaven 
and you consent." To which words the lady re- 
jdied : " Believe me, Romeo, it ia not 1 who would 
fetbid Aee to remain honourably at my aide ; it is 
thou, and the eomity thou and thine bear uh, that 
abmd betweai us twain." " Yet can I truly aver," 
Tallied the youth, " that the dearest ht^ I have 
long indulged, has been to make you mine ; and if 
yon had equal wishes, on you alone it would rrat 
to -make me for ever yours : no hand of man, be- 
lieve me, lore, should sunder us again." On say* 
ii^ (his, they agreed on fiirtfaer means to meet again, 
and converse much longer some future evening ; and 
they retired, full of each other, to rest, 
' The noble 3routh having frequmtly in diis way 
held apppintmentfl with her, one winter's et'ening, 
sriiSe the snow fell thick and bat about him, he 
colled to her from the usual spot : " Ah, Juliet, 
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Juliet ! how long nill yoU see me thiu languishing 
in vain i ' Do you feel nothing foT me, who through 
these cold nights, exposed to the stom^ weatheri 
waiton the cold ground to behdd you?" "Alas, alul 
I do indeed pi^ you," returned a sweet Toice, "but 
what would you that I should do ? oRea have I be- 
sought you to go away." " No, no," returned Ro- 
meo, " not away ; and therefore, gentle lady, deign 
to give me refuge in your chamber, firom these bitter 
winds." Turning towards him with a somewhat 
scornful voice, the lady reproached him ; " Romeo, 
I love you as much as it is possible for woman 
to love ; therefore it is that you ask me this ; your 
wortb has led me further ihan I -ought to go. But 
cmel aa you are, if you dream that you can oijsy 
my love by long prevailing suit, in the maimer you 
fanagine, lay audi thoughts ande, for yau deceive 
youTBcdf, Montecchi. And as I will no longer see 
you nightly periling' your life' for me, I frankly teU 
yoi^ Romeo, that if you please to take me as I am, 
I will joyfully become your wife, giving myself up 
wholly to your will, ready to follow you over tlie 
world wherever you may thii^ best." "And this," re- 
plied the gentle youlli, " is all I have so long wished ; 
now then let it be done!" " So let it be, even as 
yon will," cried Juliet; " only pennit the friar Lo- 
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reazo da San Fronceaco, my con&Mor, first to knit 
-oui banda, if you wish me wEotly and happily to 
become youn." "Am I to st^pose, then, that friar 
Lorenzo, my lave, is acqiuanted with the secret of 
your breast?". "Yea, Romet^" returned Juliet, 
f and he will be ready to grant us what we retjoeat 
of. hini : " and here, having fixed upon the prc^r 
measures, they again took leave of each other. 
1 The fnar, who belonged to the minor order of 
Osservanza, was a very learned man, well skiHed 
no' less, in .natuEal than in magical arts, and waa 
extremely intimate with Romeo, in whom he bad 
-found it necessary to confide, on an occasion' in 
-"which- he 'might otherwise have forfnted his repo- 
tMioiir which he was very desirous of maintaining 
with the vulgar. He hod fixed .upon Romeo inliis 
emei^ency, as the moat brave and prudent geiitle<t 
man he knew, to trust with the nBait he had in hand. 
To him. only he unbosomed his whole soul: and£o- 
-meo, having' now recourse to him .in his- tuni, ac- 
quainted him with bis. resolution, of making .the 
'kvely daughter of .Messer Antonio, as quickly as 
-possible, his wedded wife, and that they had together 
fixed upon him as the secret instnuneot and >witnesB 
t^ thai nuptials, and afterwards as the medium of 
tb^reeMiciliatian with her father. 



Digiizcdi^ Google 



46 LUIGI DA PORTO. 

TKe iriar immediately Bignified his conaent, no less 
because fa£ ventured not to oppose or disoblige tbe 
lover, titan because he believed it might be attended 
with happy results.; in which case he would be 
likely to derive great honour from the heads of both 
bousefl, as the means of their reconciliation. In the 
meanwhile, it being the season of Lent, the fair Juliet, 
under semblance of going to confession, sought the 
residence of friar Francesco, and having entered into 
Due of the confeasionals made use of by the monks, 
she inquired for Loreneo, who hearing her voic^ led 
her along after Borneo into the convent. Then 
doling the doors of the cDnfeaeional, he lemoved an 
iron grate which had hitherto separated her from 
bet lover, saying : " I have been alwajra glad to see 
you, my daughter ; but you will now be &x dearer 
to me dian ever, if you wish to receive Messer Romeo 
here, as your husband." To which Juliet answered, 
that there was nothing she so much wished, as that 
she might lawiuUy become his wife ; and that she had 
therefore hastened ibither, in order that before Hea- 
ven and him, she might take those vows which love 
and honour required, and which the friar must wit- 
ness, sa Iter trust in him was great. 

Then, in the presence of the pikst, who perfi>nned 
the ceremony under the seal of confeuitm, Rolncp 
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eqmuBed the &ii young Juliet : and having concluded 
bow they were to meet each otbet aj^ain at night, ex- 
dianging a single kiss, they took leave of the friar, 
who remained in the ctmfessional, awtutitkg the arrival 
of penitents. Having thus secretly obtained the ob- 
ject of their wishes, the youthful Romeo and his 
bride for many days enjoyed the most imalloyed 
felicity; hopii^ at the same time Ox a &vourable 
occation to become reconciled to her father, in ac^ 
qnainting him with their marriage. But fortune, as 
if envious of their supreme happiness, just at this 
time revived the oH deadly ieud between the houses 
in stti^ a way, that in a few days, neither of 
them wishing to yield to the other, the Montecchi 
and the Cappelletti meeting together, &(»n word» 
^oee«ded to blotrs. Desirous to avoid giving any 
-inortal hurts to his sweet wi&'a rdatives, Rinneo 
bad the sorrCnr of bdialding his own party either 
wounded -or driven from the streets ; and incensed 
widi pasHOn against Tebaldo Capt>eUetti, the most 
formid^le <^ Us adveAaries, he struck him dead 
ftt ^ het vrith a single blow, and put his compa- 
mtma to Sight, terrified at the loss of their chie£ 
The botBieide had been witnessed by too many 
to remain long a secret, and the com^oint being 
Itrfti^t before &e prince, the C^peUetd threw the 
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blame exclusively on Romeo, who was sentenwd 
by the comicil to perpetual baiiishmBnt from Verona. 
It is easier for those who truly love, to imsgine, than 
it is here to describe, the seifsadons of the young 
bride on receiving these tidings. She' wept long &nd 
'bitt«:ly, refiising to hear any consolation ; and her 
grief was deepened by the reflection, that she conld 
shiure it with no one. Romeo, on the other band, 
TCgretted leaving his country on' her account aloiie ; 
^id, -res<dving to take a sorrowful farewell of the 
object^ of all his soul's wishes, he had again re~ 
course to the assistance of the &iar, who despatched 
a &ithful ^follower of Romeo's fether to apprize his 
wife of the time and place of meeting, and thi- 
ther she eagerly repaired. Retiring togiether into 
the eoniessibnal,. they diere wept bitterly over their 
-pibfortune. The yotmg bride at length checking 
her tea's, exclaimed in an accent of despur : " I 
^»nnot bear to live! What will my life be with- 
out you? Oh, let me fly with you ; wherever ybu 
go I will fUlow, a faithful and loving servant, I 
wQl cast these long tresses away, and by none 
.shall you be served so weU, so truly, as by me." 
■" No, never let it be said," replied Romeo, "tiat 
you Bcunnpaiiied me in other guise than in that 
of a cherished and honoured bride, Yet were it 
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not that I feel tuNRired^that' our a&iTB will sooni 
improte,' and r that die strife between our two femiliea 
will very'/shohly cease, indeed I conM not h^ax,my 
love, to leav^ you. We shall not lonig be divided, 
and my'thou^ht^ sweet Juhet, will be ever with you, 
And should we not be quickly restored to each other, 
it wlD' then be' time to fix how we are to meet 
again." ''So, ailer having wept, and embraced each 
other again and again, .'they tore themselves asunder, 
hie wife entreating' that he would remain as near her 
as possible, and by no mettns go so far as'Rome or 
Florence.' i« - 

Aftei-'-conceaUng himself for some time in the 
monastery of friar Loraizo, Romeo set out more 
deadithan'aliye for Man6ia,'but not before he had 
agreedcnidi'tbe servant of the lady; that he iras to 
he in&nned' through' the friar, of every particular 
that nl%ht occur;dunng his absence; and he fbr- 
ther 'instructed- the .servant, as he valued his protec- 
tion and rewards, to obey his wife in the minutest 
things'which she might require of him. After her 
husband; had d^arted,' she gave herself up a, prey to 
the deq)^t:grief ; a grief so incetiS&nt as to leave ita 
traces' im: her 'beauty, and Vtr<ict the attention of her 
mother.' i fflie tenderly cloved' her daughter,' and'-if- 
fectionatdy inquiring into the cause of' her affliction, 
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Ae merely received vague eunan in rapfy. " But 
you are always hi team, my drngkloTt" ih* txwitH 
nued, " what is it that can afiect yon tluui? toll me, 
for you aie dear to me.xs my own life, and if it 
depend upon me, you shall no longer weep." Thea 
imagining that her daughter might probaVty widb to 
bestow her hand in marriage, yet be afraid of axew- 
iDg her wiahea, she detennined to epMk to her 
husband on the subject; and tfaue, in tW hope of 
promotijig her heakh ami bappineu, ahs pumwd 
the very nteaus that led to bee destruction. 

She informed Messer Antonio that she bad.ob- 
servedi for maoy days past, that something waa prey- 
ing on their daughter's mind^ that she was no longer 
like the tame creatuie, and that although aha hadiued 
every meaos to obtain her confidence as to the wuice 
ui her afflicti<Mi, it had been all ia vun. She then 
uiged her su^iciona that Juliet perhaps wished to 
many, but. that like a discreet girl, as she cectaioly 
was, die was averse to declare her feelings. " So I 
dunk, Messer Antonio, we had better, without BOze 
delay, ntake choice for our daughter of a noble Jiwr 
band. Juliet has already completed her ei^taenth 
year, on Saint Euphemia'p day ; and whoi iJiey hanrc 
advaoud mnc^ beyond this period, the beau^ of 
womoi, so far &om improving, is ralhcx txa the 
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wane. Besides," condnued bet modier, " it is not 
well b> keep girls too long at home, though eilr Juliet 
has alwayi been an excellent child. I am awaie you- 
have already fixed upon her dowei, and we have iw 
thing to do but to select a proper object for her love." 
Meoser Antonio agreed with hia lady, and highly com- 
mended &e virtnes and the prudence of his daugb- 
^ ter. Nat many dayi afisrwarda, they proposed and 
entcmd into a treaty of marriage between the Count 
of Lodrone and their daughter. When it was on the 
point of being concluded, the lady hoping to surprise 
faer daughter with the agreeable tidings, bade her 
now rqoice, for that in a very few days she would 
be h^ipily settled in marriage with a noble youths 
and that she must no longer grieve, for it would 
lake plaee with her father's consent, and that of all 
her firiends. 

On bearing' these words, Juliet burst into a flood 
of teart, while hei mother endeavoured to const^ her 
with the hope of being happily settled in Hfe, within 
tbe oooree of eigbt days. " You will th^i beoome 
the wife of Count Lodrone ; nay, do not Weep, for it 
b really true : will you not be happy, Jnliet, thai I" 
" No, no, my dear mother, I shall never be' happy." 
*' Then what can be the matto: with yon? what do 
ytrnwant} Only tell roe; I will do any thing you 
b2 
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wish." " Then I would wish to die, motber; no- 
tLiDg else is left me now." Her mother tlieii'fiiit 
became awsre that she was the victim of some de^ 
seated passion, and saying little more, she left her.' 
In the evening she related to her husband what had 
passed, at which he testified great displeasure, saying 
that it would be necessary to have the afiair exa- 
niiiied into, before venturing to proceed further with' 
the count. ' And fearful lest any blame might attach 
to his &mily, he soon, after sent for Juliet, with the 
intention of consulting her on the proposed marriage : 
" It is my wish, my dear Juliet, to form an honorable' 
connexion for yon in marriage. Will you be satis- 
fied, with it?" After remaining silent for sisine mo- 
ments, his daughter replied : " No, dear ftther, I 
cannot be satisfied." " Am I to suppose then, that 
you wish to take the veil, daughter ?" " Indeed 

I know not what," and with these words out 

gashed a flood of bitter tears. " But this I know," 
rehuned her father, " you shall give your hand to 
Count Lodrone; and therefore trouble youradf no 
fttrther." " Never, never," cried JuUet, still weeping 
bitterly. On this Messer Antonio threatened her with 
his heaviest disjdeasuTe, did she again vulture to dis- 
pute his will, commanding her immediately to reveal 
the otase of her nnh^ipiness. And when be eould 
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obtain do other reply than soba and tears, he quitted 
the apartment in a violent passion, unahle to pene- 
trate into her motives, leaving her widi her mother 
alone. The wretched bride had already acquainted the 
servant, entrusted mth their secret, whose name was 
Pietro, with every thing whidi had passed between 
herself and her parents, taking him to nitaess that 
she would sooner die than become the wife of any 
lord but Romeo. And this the good Pietro had care- 
fully conveyed through the friar. to the ears of the 
banished man, who had written to her, encouraging 
her to persevere, and by no means to betray the se- 
cret of their love ; as he was then taking measures, 
within less than ten days, to bear her from her &• 
ther's house. Messer Antonio, and his lady Giovanna, 
bong unable in the mean while, either by threats or 
kindness, to discover their daughter's objections to 
the marriage, or whether she was attached to another, 
determined to prosecute their design. " Weep no 
more,girl," cried. her mother, " for married you shall 
be, though you were to take one of the Monteccbi 
by the hand, which I am sure you will never be com- 
pelled to do." Fresh sobs and tears at these words 
burst from the poor girl, which only served to hasten 
the preparations for their daughter's nuptials. Her 
despair was terrible when she heard the day named, 
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and calling upon death to save her, she rushed out 
of her chamber, and repairing as isst as possible to 
the convent of the friar, in whom, next to Romeo, 
she trusted, aud from whom she had received tid- 
ings of her husband, she revealed to him the cause 
of her ai^ish, often intemipted by her tears. She 
tbm conjured him, hy the friendship and obligations 
iriiich he owed to Romeo, to assist hei in this her 
utter need. " Alas t of what use can I be," replied 
the &iar, " when your two bouses are even now so 
Tiolently opposed to each other?"—" But I know, 
fadier, Aat yon are a learned and experienced man, 
and you can asust me in many ways if you please. 
If you should refiise me every thing else, at least, 
however, grant me this. My nuptials are even now 
preparing in my fadter's palace ; he is now gone out 
of the city to give orders at the villa on the Mantnan 
road, whither they are about to carry me, that I may 
there be compelled to receive the count, without 
a chance of opposition, as he is to meet me on my 
arrival at the place. Givemethereforepoison, to free 
me, at once, from the grief and shame of exposing 
the wife of Romeo to such a scene. Give me poison, 
or I will myself plunge a dagger into my bosom." 

The friar on hearing these desperate intentions, 
and aware bow deeply he was implicated with Ro- 
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meo, v4io might become his worst aiem>^, wei« he 
Bot in some way to obviate die dangex, tunung to 
JtiUot, aaid, " You know, my dau^ter, that I con- 
ieas a great portioa of tlie peojde here, and am re- 
apectvd by all ; so testament, no recoDciliatMm taking 
pface without my mediation. I am therefore clire- 
&1 of ginng rise to any auspicicHiB which ntigbt at 
^1 JOB, and Bhould espectaUy wish to eonoeal my 
iaterferoico in an affiur like the present. I would 
sot incur sucb a scandal £ar all tlia treasure in die 
world. Bnt aa I am attached both to yoUrBdf uid 
Iteaieo, I will exert myielf in your tmoat, in siJdi a 
way as I bdiere no bne ever before *d. You must 
felt, however, Uike a vow diat you wJl never Hf 
aay to others the secret 1 now entrust yoa widi."— 
" Speak, qwak bol^, father," cried JuUtit, " and giVe 
me the poison, for I wHl inform nobody ." — " 1 wED 
give you no poison," returned the &iai i " young and 
beautifiil as you axe, tt would be too deep a Bin. Bnt 
if yoa posma «)nrag« to execute what I shall pro- 
pose, I truat I may be able to deliver you ss&ly 
into die hands of Romeo. You are aware that die 
Aniy VRUh of «be Cappelletti lies beyond diis 
d»tt(^ in the cemetery of our convent. Now I 
will give you a certain powdet, irtilch, wh«i yon 
have lakat k, Witt thiofr yon into a de<^ dundber 
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of eight and forty hours, and during that lime you 
'WiU be to .all appearsnce dead, not even the moat 
sUlful physicians, being able to detect a spark of 
liie remaining. In this state you nil! be, interred 
in the vault of the Cappelletti, and at a fitting sea- 
Bon.I will, be in readiness to take. you. away, and 
.being, you to jny own cell, where you can stay un- 
til I go, which will not be long, to the chapter; 
after, which, disguised in a monk's .dress, I will 
bear you myself to your Jitwband. ButteU.-me, aie 
you not afraid of being .near the corpse of Tebaldo, 
your coUsin, so recently Interred Jn the same .place V 
With serene and joyiiil looks the. young. bride re- 
tunied, "No, father;, for if by such: means I can 
ever reach my Romeo, I would fice not this alone, 
but the terrors of heU itself."— " This is well; let it 
be,done," cried the friar; " but first write vith ;youi 
own hand an exact account of the whole aSm to 
Romeo, lest by any mischance, supposing you dead, he 
may be impelled by his despair to do some deapeiate 
deed; fori am sure he is passionately attached to you. 
There are always some of my brethren who have oc- 
casion to go to Mantua, where your husband resides : 
let me haye your letter to him, and I willjKn^ it by 
X faithful, messenger." 
• Haying uud.this, ihe good. monk; i^thout:tbe. in- 
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terference of whose holy order we Ifatd nomatterti of 
importutce- transacted, leating die ladjF in the confes- 
etonal, letumedto. his cell; but-soon came back, 
bnogiDg a small vase,; with the powder in it, saying, 
'.< Drink. this, mixed widi simple water,- about mid- 
night, and fear not. ■ In two hours aAer, it Will begin 
ta take eflect, and I doubt not but our design will be 
crowned with success. But haste, and forget not to 
write the letter as I have directed you, to Romeo, for 
it -is of great importance." Seciiring the powder, 
the "ftir bride hastened joyfully home to her mother, 
saying," Truly, dear mother. Friar LoTenco is one 
of the best coofesaors in the world. He has so kindly 
sdvisedme that I. am quite recovered from my late 
utifaappiness." Ovetjoyed on perceiving her daugh- 
ter's ch^erfidness, the lady Giovanna rejdied, -" And 
you shall return' his kindness, my deai girl,'- with in- 
terest ; his. poor brethren shall never be in want of 
alms." - Juliet's recovered spirits now btmished every 
,nu|ucion from the mind of her parents, of her pre- 
vious attachment to another i and they believed that 
■ome- unhappy incident had given rise to the strange 
and melancholy disposition they bad observed. They 
would now have been glad to withdraw their pro- 
Biise of-bestowing her hand upon the count, but they 
had already proceeded so-&r that they could not, widi- 
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out much di£Bculty, retreat. Her l0?er was deakoiu 
that aome one of hia frioids sbould aee her ; and 
her mother, Lady Giovaiuu, being loinenbat dflUcste 
in ber health, it was resolved that her daughter, ao- 
GDinpaiued hy two of her aunts, should be carried 
to the villa, at a ^oit distance from the aty, a sti^ to 
which sbe made no oppoaitioo. I^e Bocordin^ywoit; 
and inuginipg that her &lher would, immediatdy 
on bet arrival, insist upon the marriage, she took 
care to secure the powder given to her by the friai. 
At the approach of midiught, caUmg one of her &- 
vourite maids, brought up wUb bit (ami ber diild- 
faood, she requested ber to biing her a glass ^w$ia, 
observing that she felt very thizsl? ; andasshedmk 
it in the pres^ice of the maid, and one ofhei aunts, she 
exclaimed that her father should new bestow bee 
hand upon the count against her own ctmseat, TImsc 
simple women, though they had observed her tliraw 
the powder into the water, trhich she said was to De> 
fresh her, suspected nothing further, and went Co i«t. 
When the servant had retired with the light, her yatmg 
n)istre«i rose from ber bed, dtessed hwsalf, maA 
again lay down, composing ber decent Umbs as if she 
were never more to rise, with her bapda cnjMed iQna 
ber breast, awaiting the divaded renjll; In lilde 
more than two hours she lay to all w/tpfKim* 
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dead; and in this state die was diecoTered the next 
morning. The maid and her aunt, unable to amUce 
her, fedjng that she was already quite cold, and re- 
collecting die powder, the stiange expreuions ^e 
had used, and above all, seeing her dressed, began 
to scream aloud, supponng her to have poisoned her- 
Bel£ On tKis, the nrus of lier own maid, who loved 
her, were tetrible. " Tme, too true, dear lady, you 
said (hat your father should never marry you against 
your will. Alas t yon asked me for the very water 
which was to occasion your death. Wretch that I am t 
And have you indeed left me, uid left me thnsT 
With my own handa I gave you die &tal cup, which 
with yours, will have cauaed the death of your father, 
your mother, and ua alL Ah, why did you not take 
me with you, who have always so dearly loved you 
in life!" And saying this fix threw herself by the 
side of her young nustress, embracing her cold form. 
Mewer Antonio hearing a violent uproar, hastened, 
trembling, to ascertain the caiue, and the first ob- 
ject he beheld was his daughter stretched out in her 
chamber a corpse. Although he believed her gone 
beyond recovery, when he heard what she had drunk, 
he immediately sent to Verona for a very experi- 
enced [^sidan, who having carefully observed and 
examined his daughter, declared diat she had died 
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of the effects of the poigoa, moie than his. houra be- 
fore. 

. The wretched &ther on hearing his wont .fears 
confirmed, was overwhelmed with grief; and the 
same tidings reaching the distivcted moth»', sud- 
denly deprived her of all consciousness. When she 
was at length restored, she .tore her hair, andx^lljng 
upon her dsv^hter's name, filled the air with her 
shrieks : " She is gone ! the only sweet solace of my 
aged days. Cruel, cruel,' thou hast lefl me without 
ereD ginng thy poor mother a last tarewell! At 
least I might have dmnk-thy last. words and sighs, 
and closed thine eyes in peace. 'Let my women come 
about me, let them assist me, that I may die I if 
they have any pity left, they will kill me ; '.&x better 
so.tt> die than of a Ungering death of grief. O Goh}, 
in thy infinite mercy take me away, for my life will 
be « burden to me now I" Her women then came 
round her, and bore hn. to the coiichj still weeping> 
and refusing all, the consolation'they ctuild ofi!ei to faei. 
The body of Juliet was, in the mean rime,; carried 
to Verona, and consigned with extraordinary cere- 
monies, amidst the> lamentations of a nujnnous train 
of friends and relatives, to the vault, in the ceme- 
tery of San- Francesco, where the. last rites to the 
desd were discharged. 
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The friar having occasion to' Ve absent ftoto the' 
city, hai, according to hie promise, confided Juliet's 
letter to Romeo totlie hands of oHe of bis brethi«n 
going to Mantua. On amTing he called sereral timea' 
at the house, without having the good fortune to 
meet with Romeo, and unwilling to trust such a let-' 
ter to others, he retained it in his own hands, moji 
PietTo, hearing of the death of Juliet, and not find- 
ing the fi;tar in the atf, resolved to bear the unhappy 
tidily 'to his master. He arrived in Mantua the 
following night, and meeting with Romeo, who had 
not yet received the letter from the priest, he re- 
bted toliim, with tears in his eyes, the death of bis 
young bride, whose burial be had himself witnessed. 
The hue of death stole over the features of Rometf 
as be proceeded with the sad story; and drawing 
his sword, he was about to stab himself on the spot, 
had he. not been prevented by force. " It is well," he 
cried, " but I shall not long survive the lady of my 
Boul, whom I valued more tban life. O Juliet, Ju- 
liet, it is thy husband who doomed thee to death ! 
. I came not, as I promised, to bear thee from thy 
cruel father, whilst thou, to preserve thy sweet &ith 
unbroken, hast died for me ; and shall I, through fear 
ofdeadi, Bufrive'alonefNo, this shall nerer be." Then 
throwing a cbiik' cloak which he woTe,'over Pietro's ' 
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Bhouldws, he cried, " Away, away, leave me !" Ro- 
meo dosed the doors after him, and prefening every 
other eril to that of life, only consideied the beat 
manner of getting rid of it.' At laat, he assumed the 
dress of a peasant, and taking out a species of poi- 
s<H)t which he had always carried with him, to use 
in case of emergency, be placed it midei the sleere of 
his coat, and immediately set out or his return to 
Verona Journeying on with wild and melancholy 
thoughts, he now defied his fate, bt^ung to &U by the 
httide of justice, or to lay himself down in the rault 
by the side of her he loved, and die. 

In this resolution, on die erening of the fdlowii^ 
day after her interment, he arrived at Verona, with- 
out being discovered by any one. Th« same nij^ 
as Boonas the city becamehusbed, he tesorted to the 
convent of the Frati Minori, where the tomba of the 
CappeUetd lay. The church was situated in the Cit- 
taddla, where the monks at that time resided, al- 
though, for some reason, they have since left it fbr 
the suburb of San Zeoo, now called Santo Beiiiardiiio< 
utd the Cittadella was formerly, indeed, inhabited by 
Saa Fraoeesco- himself. Near the outer walls of ihts 
place, there were then placed a number of large monu- 
ments such as we see round many dimches, and be* 
neatfa one of these was the ancient sepulchte of aD 
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&e C^peUetli, in whioh the beliiitiM bride tbm 
l«jr. Romeo tpproa^abg nesr, not long after mid- 
JOf^ and poMetsii^ great sttengtli, removed tba 
heavy ooTedng by fbiee, and niih some woodoi 
Klakee wUeh be bad brought -nitb kim, be propped 
it )^ lo prevent it from closing again,' until be wiriied 
it ; and be tben entered tbe tomb, and replaoed the 
Wraiag. The lamp be carried cast a Inrid Ugfat 
ki»und, wbOe bis eyes wando-ed in search t^ d>e 
loved ol^ect, which, barsting open tbe living tonA, 
he ([idakly found. Hebeheldthefeataresofthebeaa- 
' (j^Jnliatnow mingled with a heap' ofli&less dust and 
bones, on which a sndden tide of sorrow sprung into 
his- ^ea, andmndst bitter sobs he thus spoke : " O 
eyes, whi<di wbfle our Ibven to heaven were desos 
ihone sweedy upaa mine I O sweeter mouth, a thou- 
HUd sad a ihonaand tiniea so ibndly kissed by me 
tiooBi and ndi in honied words I O bosom, in which 
nay whole heart lay treasured up, alas, all closed and 
intUaiand cold I find ye now I My hapless wife, what 
hath love done for thee, hot led thee hither 7 And 
why BO soon two wretched lovers perish T I had not 
looked for tioM, when hope and passion first whispered 
of other thmgs. But I have Uved to witness even this:" 
and be piosaed UsHpi to hei moudl and bosom, mlng- 
lu^r hia fciiBia nidi his tears. " Walbof diedead," 
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be cried, ",wliy &11 yenot'uound me, and crash 
me into'dnat? Yet asdeatH is in the power 'of -all, 
it ii a deapicahk thing towiah, yet fear it -too." 
Then taking, ont the poison froih under his vest, 
he thus GOntinned ; " By what strange latality am 
I brought to die in the sepulchre of my enemies; 
some of whom this hand hath Hlain ! But as it; is 
pleasant to die near those we love, now, my 'helored; 
let me diel" ■ Then seizing the fatal vial, he poured 
its whole contents into his frame ; and catching- the 
&ir hody of Jidiet in his anna in a wild embrace, 
" Still so sweet," he cried, *f dear limbs, mine, only 
minel - And.ifyet thy pure spirit live, my JuUet, let 
it look from its. seat of bliss to witness and forgive 
my cruel death ; as I could not delighted Uve with 
thee, it is not forbidden me with thee to die :" and 
winding his arma about her, .he awaited his final 
doom. : '. The hour was now arrived when, the ' vital 
powers of the slumbering lady reviving, and.subdu* 
ing the icy coldness of the poison, she would awake; 
Thus Btraitly folded in the last embraces of Romeo, 
abe suddenly recovered her senses, and utteringa de^ 
sigh, she cried: "Alas I where am 17 in whose arms, 
whose kisses 7 Oh, unbind me, wretch that I am I 
Base friar, is it thus you keep your word tO'Rranao; 
thus lead me to bis arms?" Great was her'hus- 
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band's Borprise to fed Jnliet alive in his embrace. 
RecaUingthe idea of Pygmalion, "Do you know me/ 
Bweet wife V- he cried, " It is your love,' your Romeo ; 
bitb«' come to die with you. I came alone and secretly 
from'Mantaa, to find your pla^ie of rest." .Finding 
hersdf within the sepulchre, and in the arms of Ro- 
meo, Juliet would, not at first give credit to her 
■raises ; but springing out of his arms, gazed a mo- 
ment eaga'ly on his fiice, and the next fell on his 
neck with a torrent of tears and kisses : " Oh, Ro- 
nKo^Romeo, what madnessbrings you hither? Were 
not my letters.wbich I sent you by the^friar enough 
to tell< you of my feigned death, and that I should 
shortly be' restored, to you !" The wretched youth, 
awareof the whole calamity, then gave a loose to 
hicdec^tur: " B^ond all other griefs that lovers 
everborel Romeo, thy lot has been! .My life,! my 
soul, I never had thy letters!" And he. told her 
the piteobs tale,- which be had beard from tho'lipa 
of ' her^ servant, and that concluding she was dead, 
he had hastened to keep her company, and had al- 
ready drunk the deadly draught.' At these last 
words, his anhai^ bride uttering a wild scream, 
beganto beat. her breast and tear her hair, and then 
in a state of distraction, she threw herstjf by the 
aide 'of. Romeo, already lying on the ground, and 
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pouring over him a deluge of tears, imprinted her 
last kisses on his lips. AU pale and treanbling, she 
cried : " Oh, my Romeo ! ifill jrou die in my sight, 
and 1 too the occasion of your death ? Must I live 
even a moment afler you ? Ah, would that I could 
give my life for yours! Would that I alone might 
diet" In a £iint and dying toae her husband re- 
pUed : " If my love and truth were ever dear to you, 
my Juliet, Uve, for my sake live ; for it is sweet to 
Imow that you will then be oflen thinking of him 
who now dies for you, with his eyes still fixed cm 
yours." " Die ! yes ! you die for the death which in 
me was only feigned ! What ihereffwe should I do 
for this your real, cruel death ? I only grieve that I 
have no means of accompanying you, and hate my- 
self that I must linger on earth till I obtain them. 
But it shall not be long before the wretch who caused 
your death, shall follow you :" and uttering these 
words with pain, she swooned away upon his body. 
On again reviving, she felt she was catching the last 
breath which now came thick and fast from the 
breast of her husband. 

Friar Lorenzo, in the meanwhile, aware of the 
supposed death and of the interment of Juliet, and 
knowing that the termination of her slumber was 
near, proceeded with a faithfid companion, about 
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an hoia before snn-rise, to the raomnnent. On 
a|i[Ht>aching the place he beard her Boba and cries, 
and saw the light of a lamp through an aperture 
in the sepulchre. Surprised at this, he imagined 
that Juliet must have secreted the light in the ma- 
numeut, and awaking and finding do one there, 
had thus begun to weep and bewail herself. But on 
opening the sepulchre with the help of his compa- 
nion, he beheld the weepng and distracted Juliet 
holding her dying husband in her arms, on which he 
immediately said : " What ! did you think, my 
daughter, I should leave you here to die?" To 
vrhich she only answered with another burst of sor- 
rotr : " No ! away ! I only fear lest I should be made 
to live. Away, and close our sepulchre over our 
heads; here let me die. Or, in the nameof pity, lend 
me a dagger, that I may strike it into my bosom, and 
escapefrommywoes. Ah,cruelfatherl wellhastthou 
iiilfilled thy promise, well delivered to Romeo bis let- 
tOTB, and wed me, and home me safely to him ! See, 
he is lying dead in my arms ;" and she rq)eated die 
&tal tale. Thunderstruck at diese words, the &iar 
gaied upon the dying Romeo, exclaimjng with hor- 
ror: "My friend, my Romeo! alas! what chance 
hadi torn thee from tis I Thy Juliet calls diee, Ro- 
meo, lopk iip and hope. Thon art lying in her 
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b^uteoiu botom, «nd wilt not rpeak." On heaiing 
her loyed Mme, be raiMd his languid eyei, heavy 
with deKthf and fixing Uinn od her for a ihort space, 
dosed them again. . llie next moment, turning hin>- 
•elf round upon his face, in a last struggle, he ez- 
piied. 

. Thus wretchedly ftU the Doble youth, long la- 
mented .over by fail &ir bride, till on the. approach 
of day, the fiiar tenderly inquired what she would 
wish to do? ■' To be left and to die where I am," was 
the reply. . " Do not, daughter, lay diii, but ctane 
with me; for though I scBrcely.know in what way 
.to proceed, I can perh^ts find means of obtaining a 
refiige for you in some monastery, where you may 
address your prayers to heaven for yoilr own and 
.for your husband's sake." " I desire you to <lo no- 
thing for ,me," replied Juliet; " except this one 
diipg, which I trust, for the sake .of his memory," 
poindng to the body of Romeo, " yon will do. Ne- 
ver breathe a syllable to any one .Uving of. our on- 
happy de^h, that onr bodies may rest here togedier 
for ever in peace. And should our sad lo.ves come 
to light, I pray you will beseedi both our parents to 
permit our remains .t« continue mingled logedier in 
this sepulchre, as in love and in death we were still 
one.'' Then tutning agaia towards the body of. Ro- 
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liaeo/ whole heftd abe hdd sustained upon her lap, 
' and wboK eyes she had just dosed, bathing his cold 
Matures with her teats, she addressed him as if he 
had been in life: *' What shdl I now do, my dear 
lord, siiu^ you have deserted me? Whatcanldobut 
iollowyou? for nothing else is left me : death itsdf 
shall Dot keep me from you>" Having said this, 
and feeling the full weight of her iirepBrable loss in 
the death of her noble husband, resobite to die,' she 
drew in her breath, and retaining it for some time, 
suddenly uttered a loud shrie^ and fell dead by her 
lover's side. The friar perceiving that she was indeed 
dead, was seized with such a degree of terror and 
mrprise, that, unable to come to any resolution, he 
sat down with' hia companion in the sepulchre, be- 
* wuling the destiny of the lovers. At this time mtae 
«f the officers of the police, being in search of a Ao- 
-tiMtiotis robber, arrived at the i^t; and perceiving 
a Ught, and the aound of voices, they atrajghtwaiy 
ran to the place, and seizing upon the priests, in- 
quired into their business. Friar Lorenzo recognizing 
s(«ne of these men, was overpowered with ahame and 
fear; but assuming alofty voice, exclaimed: "Back, 
sin, I am not the mas you take me for. What you 
aie in want of^ yon muat search ferBltewhete." Their 
cooductorthrai came forward, saying: "We wish to 
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be inibrmed why the monument of the Capp^etti.ii 
thtu violated by night, when a young lady of 'the fii- 
mily has been so recently interred here 1 And were 
I Dot acquainted with your excellent character, friar 
Lorenzo, I should say you had come hither to despoil 
tjiedead." The priests having extinguished the lamp, 
then replied : " We shall not render an account of 
our btisiness to you ; it is not your affair." " That 
is true," repli^ the other ; " but I must report It to 
the prince." The friar, mih a feeling of despair, 
then cried out : "Say what you please;" and dosing 
up the entrance into the tomb, he went into the 
chiirdi with his companion. 

Hie inonuDg was somewhat advanced, vrfieii the 
friars disengaged themselves from the ofiBcers, one 
of whom soon related to the Cappelletti, the whole of 
this strange affair. They, knowing that friar Lorenzo 
had been very intimate with Romeo, brought him be- 
fijre the prince, entreating, that if there were no other 
means, he might be compelled by torture, to eonfeas 
his reason for <q)ening the seftulchre of the Ci^fipdletti. 
The prince having |daced him under a strict guardt 
proceeded to interrogate him, wherefore he had visit- 
ed the tomb of the Capp^letti, as he naa reaolved to 
discover the trutb.^ " I will confess every thing very 
freely," exclaimed the friar. " I was the confestM of 
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the daughter of Mesaer AotaMuo, lately deceased in ao 
very Btrange a manner. I loved her for her worth, 
and being compelled to be absent at the time of lux 
interment, I went to offer up certain prayera orer 
her remains, which when nine dmes repeated by my 
beads, have power to Lberate faer Bpirit firom the 
pangs of purgatory. And because few appreciate or 
understand such matters, the wietchcs assert that I 
went there for the purpose of despoiling the body- 
But I trust I sm better known. This poor gown 
and girdle are enough for me ; and I would not 
take a mite from all the treasures of the earth, 
much less the shrouds of the departed. They do 
me great wrong to suspect me of this crime." The 
prince would have been satisfied with this explano'- 
tion, bad it not hew for the interfaence of other 
monks, who, jealous of the friar, and hearing that he 
had been found in the moniunent, examined further, 
and fotmd the dead body of Romeo, a fact which 
was immediately made known to the prince, while 
Btill speaking to the friar. This appeared incre- 
dible to every one present, and excited the utmost 
amazement through the city. The fiiar, then, aware 
tbu it would be in vain further to ccmceal his know- 
ledge of the affair, fell at the feet of his excellency, 
crying : " Pardon, oh pardon, most noble prince I 
I have said what is not truth, yet n^tbei for uiyevil 
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purpose, nor for love of gain have I ssid it, but to 
preietve my faith entire, which I promised to two 
deceased and unhappy lovers." On this, the fiiar 
' vaa compelled to repeat the wh(de of the preceding 
tale. . The prince, moved almost to tears as he lis- 
tened, set (mt nith a vast train of people to the mo- 
nument of the family, and having otdetfA the bodies 
of the lovers to be placed in the dmrch of San Fian- 
cesco, he summoned their fathers and friends to at- 
.tend. .There' was now a iresh- burst' of sorrow 
springing from a: double lource. Although the 
parties had been the bitterest' enemies, th^ em- 
•braced one another in tears : and ihe scene before 
them siiddenly wrought that change in their hearts 
and fecJingB, which' neidier die threats of their 
prince, nor the prayers of their friends, had been able 
,td .accomplish. . Their hatred became, extinguished 
in the minted blood of their unhappy children. A 
noble monuinent was erected to their memory, on 
which was inscribed the occasion of their death; and 
.their' bodies were entombed ; together with great 
qilendor and solemnity,, and wept over, . nc less by 
their friends and relatives, than.by the whole a£Qicted 
.city. Such a fearful close had the loves of Romeo 
Euid Juliet; 8>ich as you hav<e heard, and as it was 
rdated to me by Pellegrino da Verona. 

But whither art thou now fled, sweet piety and taidt 
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in woman ? What living instance could ne boast of 
that truth, pioved unto death, shown by Juliet to her 
Romeo 1 Can it be, that her praises shall not soon 
be sung by the most eloquent and gifted tongues? 
How many are there, who in these times, instead of 
tailing by the side of their departed lovers, would 
have turned thdr thoughts only to obtaining others 1 
For if I now b^old them capable, against every 
obligaticm of fidelity and true service, of r^ecdng 
tb6se who once were dear to them, when they be- 
come oppressed by fortune, what are we to beliere 
their conduct would be, after their death I Unfor- 
tunate are the lovers of this age, who can never 
SUtBT themselves, either by long devoted service, oi 
by yielding up their veiy lireSf' that their ladies wiU 
consent to die with th«n. They are rather on the 
other hand assured that they are no further olijects 
of regard, than inaamuch as they devote themselves 
altogether to the good will and pleasure of their 
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GIOVANNI BREVIO. 



Thx talet attributed to thii noveliat ne by no 
means so abundant as those of moat of hia contem- 
poraries ; consisting oaly of sis, out of wbich a atOI 
smaller nmnber bas been found adapted w tbe present 
purpose. GioTanni Brerio was by birth a Venetian, 
and a canon of Ceneda, under wbich title he is fre- 
quently mentioned by different audiors, as having 
visited Rome in the year 1646; a circumstance 
which marks with sufficient precision, the period in 
which he flourished. The additional particulars of 
thisauthor's life are extremdy scanty. It is metdy 
known that he had an uncle, auditor of Rota, and 
bishop of Ceneda, which may account for the ecde- 
■iaatical office enjoyed by himself, and fbrliia at- 
tendance at Rome in 1646 ; some doubts having 
been entataiaed whether he was indeed the same 
Giovanni, whose presence there at that period is no^ 
ticed by cbntetoporary writers. He is said to have 
been a respectable poet as wdl as a novelist, and 
produced many beaudful pieces, adapted fiir Italian 
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From one of his sonnets addressed to his friend 
Luca Bonfio, we learn, that wearied with his resi- 
dence at Rome, be sighed for the enjoyment of a 
more peaceful and pleasant life among the Euganesn 
hiUs, not far from Padua. On this subject he ob- 
serves at the close : 

•' QnaiitD f inTidio, O inia ttMt « CUo, 
lift dotce vita d'f^ni cuia sciolta, 
Di che a me sempie il ciel fn Unto into" 
" Hot much, dear Mead, I eoiy thee that sweet 
And quiet iile, bom every tuimail free, 
Which rof sad fux hath glill denied to me." 
Under these circumstances, he consoled himself by 
writing an express treatise on the " Vita Tranquilla," 
that tranquil life, the possession of which he appean 
to have so much envied in his friend. It ffas pub- 
lished, together with his Tales and Foems, at Route, 
in the year 1&4S, in one volume, octavo. 

He was intimate with most of the celebrated wita 
and scholars of his day, and jn particular with the 
poet and courtier Bemi, one of the most sfMrited and 
amusing writers of the time. Although the language 
of Brevio can boast neither the ease nor clearneas o£ 
some of the earLer novelists, and is strongly tinc- 
tured with the prevailing dialect of his natire dis- 
trict, he is nevertheless to be enumerated, in othar 
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points, among the happiest and most ingenious wri- 
ters of his s^. His stories are in general toM with 
considerable ease and vivacity of manner, and the 
incidents are arranged in a way wdl calcinated to 
interest the attention of his readers. 

The second novd of the series is a story of a 
priest, who by forging bis own letters of recommen- 
dation, passes for a cardinal, and is entertained as 
such by the persons on whom he imposed them. 
Thk, with the third novel, will be fomid in the fi>l- 
lowing selection, the last of which has been more 
than once imitated by the dramatists of different 
countries. It is the sul^ect of Piron's comedy of 
" Les Fils lagrats," entitled also " L'Ecole des 
P^es," which was played in 1728^ about the period 
of the introduction of the " ComMie Larmoyante." 
It likewise forma one of the " Fieuse R^cr^tions" of 
Angelin Gaz^e, and one of the " Colloquia Mensa- 
lia" of Luther, where it is mentioned, among other 
examples, as a warning to those fond fathers who 
distribute their property, during their lifetime, 
among their children; "a practtce," observes Mr. 
Dunlop,* " to which they are in general little ad- 
dicted." 

" The fourth novel," continues Mr. Dunlop, " i» 
* HiiWry of Fiction, toL iL p. 411. 
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the. renowned tale of Belfagor. Tbii story, with 
merely a di&erence'of namea, was originaUy told in 
an old Latin MS., wbicli is now loM, bnt widely till 
the period of the civfl wars in France, remained in 
die library of Saint Martin de Tours. But whether 
Brevio or Machiavel first exhibited the tale in an 
Italian garb, has been a matter of dispute among the 
critics of their country. It was printed by Brevio 
during his life, and under his own name, in 1M6; 
and with the name of Machiavet'in 1549, which was 
about eighteen years after the death of that historian. 
Both writers probably borrowed the incidents &caa 
the Latin MS., for they could scarcely have copied 
from each other. The story iabesidesin the Nights 
of Straparola, but much muliUted, and hu also been 
imitated by Fontaine." 
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NOVELLA II. 

Xbbkb was formerly a priest of Pipetno, named 
Antonio, but ill deserving of the aacred character, 
inasmuch as, ^ from his earliest youth, he evinced a 
decided disposition to de&aud and to impose upon 
the unwary, which he effected in a variety of ways. 
Having occasion once to leave Fiperno, he repaired 
to.Naples, and it there occurred to him to put into 
pracdce one of the happiest tricks he had ever in- 
vented, . for which purpose he made piepaiations 
to depart for Rome. Before taking his leave of 
Naples, he entreated Angeto Romano, who had' long 
resided there, to furnish him with a letter of 
introduction to his brother Luca, a saddler,' living 
at.:Rome, in order that he might pay some little at- 
tentions to him, a request with which Romano im- 
mediately complied. Having accordin^y obtained 
die letter, he proceeded on his nay, and on ap- 
proaching Rome, began to examine its contents. 
Imagining that.it was wandngin warmth of recom- 
TOL. u. a 
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mendation and encomium, he thought it most advis- 
able to compose another in its jdace, which he soon 
produced, in a very happy imitation of the hand of 
Angelo, to the following tenor : " Dear brother Lu- 
ca I You will receive this from the hands of bts 
Excellency, a very kind patron of mine, who is now, 
for certain important reasons, travelling incognito, 
on some very urgent af^s, into France. He is a 
noble prelate, holding several rich benefices, ai^ the 
superior of many monasteries in the Crraaonese, as 
wdl as in Avignon ; though I do not just at present 
recollect the name of bis see. You will, therefore, 
take care, for your own sake, to show him every 
possible respect and attention ; when perhaps you 
may be happy enough to induce him to take up his 
residence at your house, while he remains at Rome. 
He brings with him only two servants, but more will 
shortly follow from this place, as well as from Cre- 
mona and Piacenza. He will stay iu Rome during 
some days, and you must di^ose of the horses as 
you can best contrive. Should you not be in a si- 
tuation, from your late losses, to treat him in aman- 
ner worthy of his rank, X would advise you to mort- 
gage every thing you possess, to show your wish to 
please him, as you may depend upon it, you will find 
your interest in so doing. No4 that he I: 
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Blandi ia need of such a receptiim; for would to 
heaven our whole foitime equalled what he cairies 
along with him : but the truth is, you will find your 
account in it. You know the old flaying : ' It ia well 
to bait with a Uttle fish to catch a great one.' (E 
buono ^ttar una sardella per prendere un luccio.) 
He knows you are one of my family, and that you 
hare a fine boy about fifteen years old, whom he told 
me he, ^ould be very glad to btiiig forward in the 
wodd. He will not fail to be bf use to us in our 
difficulties, for he ia certainly well inclined towards 
lu. At least your Marc Antonio will come in for 
one of his benefices. This distioguished prelate has 
^eftdy resided above three weeks at my house, and 
is quite seiHible of the services I have, durtog the 
whole of that time, rendered him." 

Having fobiicated this master-piece of ihettwic, 
he arrived about twilight near the Piazza- Giudea, 
where he sold one of his old mantles to a certain 
jew, and with the proceeds of his ancient suit, pur- 
chased an embroidered shirt, which he threw over 
luBL without any further dress, the better to carry 
his design into execution. For had he vmtujred to 
make his appearance in his own coarse habilioients, 
the imposition would have been discovered in a nio> 
mentt Now, howevn', he advanced with coafidfine^ 
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as it was night, towards the residence of Luca ; to 
whom, finding him at home, he dehvered the letter. 
Luca had' scarcely perused it, when the bishop be- 
gan to tell a dreadful story of his having been set 
upon and robbed by banditti, who had slain his two 
servants, endeavouring to def«)d their master, while 
he had vrith difficulty escaped. His appearance, no 
less than the letter, certainly verified his assertion. 
Observing his forlorn condi^on, Luca in a com- 
passionate tone, addressed him : " My lord, yonr 
excellency is very welcome;" to which his reverence 
rephed : " Do not, friend, give me any titles ; but 
simply call me Cardinal ; my name is Adriano ;" im- 
posing on the credulity of the saddler, that he was the 
cardinal of that name. Who had travelled into Turkey. 
Reassured by the tone of the feigned cardinal, his 
host' now lavished upon him every attention in his 
power, saying: " You do me honour. Cardinal, to 
lake upyowr residence in my poor house, where you 
may rely upon us all as being wholly devoted to 
your service. Poor as it is, you must therefore coa~ 
aider my house as your own, and I am only con- 
cerned to think, that since the sack of ibis noble 
city, I do not find myself in circumstances to oSer 
you a more splendid reception. But 1 trust my best 
eflbrts will not be wanting to supply those d^den- 
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ciet, which I am aware your exceUency must per- 
ceare, if your infinite goodneu will deign, as niy 
brother flatters me you will, to accept my atten- 
tiona." His grace here returned his thanks in the 
most condescending manner, though he still sat with 
a somewhat serious and sombre countenance; on 
which Luca respectfully ventured to throw one of 
hia best cloaks over his reverend shoulders, cherish- 
ing the vital warmth until such dme as a hot supper 
«nd a warm chamber could be prepared for him. 
For this laudable purpose he gave up his own room, 
into which, when the cardinal had finished his sup- 
per, he was respectfully shown, by the lady of the 
house herself. A hath was then ordered for the 
good cardinal's feet, with all kinds of sweet oint- 
ments and herbs, together with a flagon of Greek 
wine to invite him to repose. 

The next morning our happy tradesman's first 
visit was to his tally's, whom he took along with 
him to a draper's shop, where he purchased eight ells 
of fine cloth, part of which he paid for on the spot. 
A cassock and a large embroidered mantle were 
immediately presented to his reverence ; and as his 
host imagined that his bed was not good enough fiw 
him, he ordered two new feather beds, with ffaie 
sheets and hangings, whOe his chamber was like- 
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wise elegantly furnished and &efih perfuined. His 
excellency was thus as greatly honoured as if he had 
be«i a real cardinal ; his table was heaped with all 
those delicacies of the season, which only distin- 
guished pielates have a right to eat, and for the first 
few days they were truly relished by his lordship ; 
who made great liavock both among the solids and 
the sweets. Still his host imagined that something 
was wanting in the treatment due to his guest's sin- 
gular magnificence and worth. He therefore sum- 
moned his friends and relatives, engaged in various 
trades, to assist him in his hospitable views ; and the 
hosier, the tailor, and the shoemaker, were soon laid 
under contribution. He invited them to his house, 
saying : " Make haste, friends, make haste ; the 
hour is come for pushing all our fortunes ; we shall 
soon be the richest family in the place : no more 
stitching of bridles and saddles for me I" They in- 
quired, in the greatest astonishment, what had hi^ 
pened ; but tiie happy tradesman was so overpow- 
ered with joy at the reflection that he was the host 
of the lord bishop, that he only laughed and looked 
proudly round him, hardly deigning to reply. But 
on being pressed more closely, with an air of affected 
humility he observed : " Why, goitlemen, if you 
will have it, there is a very distinguished prelate re- 
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sidmg in my house at present ; and I am very happy 
to aee him, and alnays shall be : that is all. He is 
desirous of bestowing one of his benefices on a ton 
of rniae, and my brother also writes to me about it: 
indeed he introduced him to me." So confident did 
the poor tradesman appear, that all bis relations 
agreed with him, and determined also, on their part, 
to show erety kind of respect to the venerable pre- 
late. More than a dozen of them assembled toge- 
ther, wnong whom waa the boat's sister-in-law, 
named Antonia ; who on hearing of her brother's vast 
expectations, brought her son Gioamti with her, a 
youth who had been adopted into the family of Lat- 
tanzio, a Neapolitan, and treated as bis -own son. 
But his fond mother had now brighter prospects for 
him, and ordering him home, proceeded to offer his 
services to the cwdinal, at whose feet she humbly 
knelt. The whole party, indeed, lavished i^n him 
all those ceremonies and attentions due only to per- 
sons of the highest quality ; and he was treated with 
beccaficos in season, and with every kind of poultry, 
game, pastry, and ragouts. Even the marmalade 
was of the finest, which appeared tittei dinner, and 
his tooth-pick is said to have been presented to him 
in a cover, accompanied with wines of the best and 
finest quality to be found in all the city of Rome. 
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It is likewise reported that the celebrated cixrft, in 
the service of the friars of Santa Matdica, was the 
■very man who was sent for to prepare the bishop's 
meals, under the superintendence of Catella, the wife 
of our honest tradesman. Here then did the worthy 
prelate feast like a wolf in the sheep-fold, rejoicing 
the host and his good friends and family with his 
saintly and benignant looks. Afler spending a joy- 
ous time, he began to thmk, as he bad long" flattered 
the amhitiouB hopes of his host and his brother-in- 
law in vain, it would foe well to follow up his plan 
with another master-stroke of his art : for in fact the 
wretched tradesman was now on the point of ruin. 
In order to drain his last resources, the cardinal-be- 
gan to feign himself sick, and fiiirly took to his bed 
for more than ten days, pretending at first to refuse 
all nourishment, though he yielded at the same time 
to his strong desire for drink. Feverish as he was, 
however, he contrived to devour as much as a man 
in health, obstinately refusing to see a physician, 
prot^ting that every thing was in the hands of God, 
and that in feet he was much better than he deserved 
to be. He was, in truth, afraid that if tried by the 
aphorisms of Hippocrates, the language of his pulse, 
with his voice and looks, might convict him of his 
foul deceit. Requesting therefore that a notary 



Digilizcdt, Google 



NOVELLA II. 89 

might inatantly be sent for, he showed an extreme 
deaire-to settle his last accounts, puiposing to dis- 
pose of a vast property which could be no loss to 
himself, in &vor of his hospitable host and fail friraids. 
He provided for Marc Antonio, the son of Luca, 
the saddler, by a bequeet of bis rich bishopric of 
Montpelier in France; and to Gioanni, the son of 
the sister-in-law, he bequeathed the rectory of San 
Simpliciano, in the Cremonefte. But to Luca, .the 
saddler, himself, he left a thousand ducats, with only 
five hundred to his brother-in-law Bastiano ; as be 
had to remember at the same time many of his sur- 
rounding fiiends, in different legacies, to be piud out 
of 'the proceeds of his benefices and other possea- 
fliona, lying within the districts of Cremona and Pia- 
cenza. While he was thus pronouncing his last wilt 
and testament, with a feeble and trembling voice, 
his cardinal's cap being drawn quite over hia eyes, 
and holding as it were his soul between bis teeth, to 
keep it &om taking- wing, until he had settled his 
afiairs ; " I do not wish," he continued, " to abate a 
jot. of the liberality which my great and magnani- 
mous ancestors have always shown to their dying 
day ; I would have you therefore, Mr. Notary, write 
down that I add to the Sonaer thousand, five hun- 
dred more ducats, in b^alf of Signor Luca, the 
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saddl« ;" whose joy, and that of the whole family, 
oa hearing bis beneficent intentions, became quite 
inexpressible. The reverend father now thought fit 
to recover very rapidly, which convinced his new 
firiends that he had an excellent constitution; and 
as the time was fast approaching when he intended 
to depart from Rome, accompanied by some of these 
simple people, into France, in order to confirm 
them in their credulity, he ordered a large house to 
be taken for him in Rome to receive him on his re- 
turn. This was directly done, and very well fur- 
nished with all that was befitting a man of rank ; 
being ihe next house to that which formerly belonged 
to Melchior Barlasina. The wife of Luca, in th« 
idea that her son Marc Antomo would soon be made a 
bishop, a hat becoming such an office having been 
already, by the cardinal's advice, procured, presented 
four handsome rings, all she had in the world, to be 
worn by his reverence, as a sUght token of her gra- 
titude for his patronage of her son. Her sister An- 
tonia likewise, in consideration of the rectory giv«i 
to her boy Gioanni, presented him with four fine 
cambric shirts, and several pair of rich embroidered 
stockings. And though these wae but insignificant 
pToo& of their seaae of the high worth and dignity 
of hit excellency, he nevertheless deigned to accept 
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th«D, without the least symptom of pride or haugh- 
tiaesB. Not was this the extent of the poor infatu- 
ated tradesman's folly ; for just before the depanure 
of bis reverence, he sold a fine vine in his possession 
at San Bastiano, for two hundred ducats, though it 
waa well worth three hundred, to show his gratitude 
for the cardinal's will. 

But Providence, which soon or late is sure to bring 
the greatest iniquities to light, revealed, on this 
occasion, the daring imposition practised by this 
wretch, in the following manner. The sister-in-law 
of Luca had, as was before stated, recommended 
her son to the patronage of the mock cardinal, with- 
drawing him from the care of his former friend, who 
was much displeased at such a step, on account of the 
great pains which had been bestowed in his educa- 
tion. So &x was he incensed by such ungratefiil 
conduct, that he was resolved to obtain redress. 
He fi'equ^itly sent to his mother, Antonia, to learn 
what had become of him, who, professing great sor- 
row at his absence, replied, that he bad not lately 
called at her house. He then went in search of 
him, half afraid lest the sdldJera, of which the place 
was fidl, had led him astray, as he was a t^ and 
pkasNtg youth, well fitted to become one of their 
body. And it so happened that this youth, Gio- 
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anni, and his master, Lattanz!o, encountned each 
other upon the bridge, as the boy vtaa hastening to 
purchase fruits for the lord cardinal. Lattanzio 
immediately cried, " Come here, you little glutton ! 
What are you doing ? and why have you run away from 
me ?" The boy replied, " Because my mother has 
found me a situation with a great lord, who is staying 
in the house of Xiuca, the saddler, near the palace of 
Sienna." His master then tried to persuade him to 
return home with him, when the youth took to his 
he^, and left him; on which Lattanzio inmiediately 
went in person to the house of Antonia, to npbnud her 
with her atrange and ungratefid conduct. " You ^ 
peaied to have been satisfied," he continued, " with 
die kindness I shewed your soni having treated him 
always as if he had been one of the family. And who 
is this person residing at present with your brother- 
in-law, who seems to have deprived me of the boy's af- 
fection 7 Let him be sent back to me instandy, for 
I am determined it shaU be done." 
' Having no better excuse to make, the lady replied, 
that she knew nothing about the matter ; and then 
turned her back upon him with an air of disdain, 
believing that Gioanni was seciue of the cardinal's 
good graces, uid that Lattanzio mi^t easily provide 
himself with another apprentice. She expected too. 
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that her son would make hei little presents out of 
tbe proceeds of bis rectory, of such ornaments and 
dresses as would be very agreeable to her. Further 
incensed by this repulse, Lattanzio had recourse the 
same evening to the assistance of a magistrate, just 
as the impostor was preparing to set out fiom Rome 
with the tradesman and his associates. Witliout 
any knowledge of the teal particulars, he stated, very 
truly, that there resided at the house of Luca, a 
man of extremely bad character, and one of the 
greatest cheats upon the face of the eaith. In con- 
sequence of this timely representation, the police 
were ordered to pay a visit to the tradesman's house, 
where they found the cardinal on the point of setting 
out ; four horses standing saddled at the door, the 
best of which was for the cardinal's own person, and 
the other three for his companions, who were now 
carried, with their patron, to the prison of Tor di 
Nona. Luca was first of all interrogated by tbe 
magistrate as to the business of the said impostor at 
his house, and whither they were going together? 
To this the poor tradesman replied, that his brother 
had written to him very liilly :&om Naples, warm- 
ly recommending his. lordship, whom had they 
better known, they would not, perhaps, have ven- 
tured to use so unceremoniously as they had done. 
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The magistrate thea commanded him to produce the 
letter, and detecting the forgery from the affectation 
and bombaat of its style, he ordered the carding to 
be put to the question, in order to obtain dear 
information as to his designs and character. HaY- 
ing an extreme aversion to the honour of martyrdom, 
and being an experienced old rogue, he instantly 
confessed the manner in which he had countrafeit- 
ed the real letter, as well as the whole series of im- 
postures he had since practised on this credulous fa- 
mily. He even developed his future plans of instal- 
ling the son in his clerical office, of carrying them 
to visit his bishopric, through Montpelier, and into 
France, where he intended likewise to ordain Mare 
Antonio, flattering them with the hope of receiving 
immense fortunes, while they continued to lavish upon 
him the whole of their remaining substance ; and as 
they journeyed from place to place, he intended to 
weave new plots to impose upon them and their com- 
panions. 

On hearing this, the judge immediately ordered his 
poor victims to be liberated, first inquiring of them 
the particnkis of the lord bishop's conduct when 
he arrived at their house; and he was shocked to 
hear how he had come among them quite desti- 
tute, the grave solemnity with which he had pre- 
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sented the letter, his continual feaeting, the dignified 
importaDce urith which he conunanded tfaeii services, 
ordering his tooth-pick case to be brought in a cover ; 
leaving his abode only in the morning and the even- 
ing under pretence of going to mass ; and entreating 
his host to call him simply by the name of Adnano, 
TMMning to represent himself as Cardinal Adriano, 
at that time leaving Rome. But when the narrator 
came to the story of the will, with all the items and 
particulars of his legacies, the judge and the whole 
court were convulsed with laughter. Then there 
waa the cassock, the gold rings presented to him 
by the lady, the young cardinal's hat prepared for 
Marc Antonio, and the fine embroidered shirts, set 
down to the account of the young Gioanni'a rectory. 
Most of the stolen goods were recovered, rather by 
good fortune than by any sort of prudence on the 
part of the family, his exceUency not being now in 
a situation to lay his hands upon them, though they 
waited, ready packed at the door, to be transported 
to another country. The rings, however, were gone ; 
and it waa in vain that the poor lady urged her 
claims before the magistrate ; the rogue, stedfast as 
a tower, denied all knowledge of them, and she was 
compelled to submit patiently to her &te, especially 
' as the f-MwIinftl swore to it in so solemn a manner. 
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Having at length heard the vhote cause, the judge 
pronounced his sentence, and the lord cardinal was 
condemned to have his ears cut off on the next Sa- 
turday morning, and to be well scourged ; while Lu- 
ca, the saddler, was sentenced to re-open his shop, 
and renew his labours on bridles and saddles ; and 
his brother-in-law, Bastiano, the shoemaker, to re- 
turn to his last Lattanzio was directed to seize 
upon hit apprentice, Gioanni; and Marc Antonio, 
as not yet being of an age to assume the dutie* of 
his bishopric, was compelled to wait until he should 
arrive at years of discretion. 
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Xhe&e resided not verj long ago in Pavia one 
Measer Antonio de' Tordli, a fine old gentleman, 
who is still affectionately remembered by aereral of 
tbe more aged citizens of the place. When be begad 
to feel himself gradually declining, some time before 
the tennihation of his mortal career, he resolved, out 
of regard to his three sons, whom he had already 
settled advantageously in life, to adjust his afiairs for 
the last time, and distribute his property amongst 
them. Sunmroning them for this purpose to his pre- 
sence, be said; "You see, my dear boys, I am be- 
ginning to grow old ; am I not ? At least I cannot 
hope to survive many years ; and it will be a-con- 
solatioD, no less to you than to myself,, while I am 
here, to put your afi^s into a little better train. 
I intend to give you equal shares, inaamuch as you 
are entitled to them ; and to do this now, instead of 
putting it off from day to day, until the very last 
moment." So he forthwith proceeded to. give away 
both houses and lands, besides all his personal pro- 
perty, in equal shares, to his children, not sparing 
even the ready money in his bureau, con>istiBg:of.aix 
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thoiuand ducata, which he now divided amongst hi> 
■ons, aaying, " You will take ootice, boys, that it ia 
nothiag but mjr a&eetion fat you, together with my old 
age, which begins to affect my judgment, that leads me 
to Kttle these matters at present. ' For I ahouhl be 
sorry to be like those avaricious old ialh^s who are 
M jealous of their euthority, that the liaigei they 
life, the moie they would have ; ambitious of domi- 
Bcering and managing every thing theii own way tiU 
the very last. They retain their hold upon the Ihingl 
of this world with as tenadouB a grasp, an if they 
really never intended to relax it; Emd inatnd of 
giving themselves any repose, they labour sliU harder 
to accumulate treasures which they can never enjoy. 
Instead of imitating so foi^ish an example, I will it- 
IJPHuiah my property and my cares with a good graae, 
utd I will continue to live joyously among you, aa 
long as heaven shall permit, feeling assured tbwt you 
will all take pleasure in suj^lyingme with mote than 
I ahall ever require." 

His sons vied with each other in expressing thm 
gratitude for his paternal goodness, declaring that 
th^ should merely consider themselves in the place 
of his lUewards, ever prepared to attend to his mi- 
nutest wishes, in every respect. Yet it so turned out, 
that in a very few months after ^ good <^ gen- 
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denuui had parted with hia property^ their desaeMUHit 
tinrarda htm began to alter. And this he ahortly 
perceiTed, when be began U> take up lus residence 
first with one, and then with another ; believing that 
ha Gonld not &il to enjoy himself exceedingly. Af^ 
ccaitiniiing toloably comibrtable with them for a Uttle 
while, he began to be aware, that in proportion aa he 
Imgthened his visits, they seemed to become less 
agreeable. This he more particularly noticed was the 
opinton of hit three daughters-in-law, some of whom 
wen not nnfietpiently heard to exclaim: " Look I 
look I here is that vexatious old man again, come to 
£ne with ns too, at such an inconvenient hoar;" 
wlule others would say, " There is really no pleasing 
him; the soup is always seaaoned either too h^h 
or too low ; indeed he is getting very old, and very 
odd." So frequent and so loud did these murmurs at 
length become, that he could not avoid overheuing 
data ; and even the servants soon convinced him of 
the error he had committed in enriching his children 
daring hia lifetime at hia own expense. Not very 
well pleased at having made this dkcovery, he de- 
termined to apply, in order to relieve his anxiety, to 
Angelo Beccaria, one of his oldest friends, to whom, 
in a doleful voice, he said : " You are aware, my dear 
friend, that about six months ago, I got a foolish 
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notion into my head of making my will, which! still 
more foolishly executed in favour of my sons. Now, 
yon would not believe, my dear Angelo, in what an 
ungrateful, in what a cruel way, they, and e^pedally 
their wives, have since treated me, I thou^t that 
they would be a thousand times kinder to me than 
ever, after leaving them all I was worth duiing my 
lifetime, instead of making them wait till I 'was fairly 
gone. I imagined' that they would all be attentive 
and obliging to me, and, would you believe it, it has 
turned out just the contrary. I wish, &om my very 
soul, that I had retained my property, for niychil- 
dren, and eq>ecially their wives, look as if they could 
hardly bear the sight of me. Now I would not breathe 
a word of thiii to any one living but yourself. You 
were always kind to me, and it is a great r^ef to 
my feelings, to have some one, at least, in whom 
to confide." His friend, Angelq, endeavoured to con- 
sole him, saying, that he was extremely sorry-'to hear 
of such unfilial conduct on the part of his children, 
when they ought rather to have shewn him increased 
tenderness and respect, after bestowing the whole of 
his fortune on them and their &milies. He then 
paused, as if considering what could possibly be 
done. After ruminating for some time, "I'have it! I 
nave it ! my dear Antonio," he cried. " If you will 
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follow ; my advice, you may be a happy man yet. 
Now listen 1 Suppose I were to Usid yon two thou- 
sand ducale, which you shall take home with you 
immediately, and return them to me in a few days. 
You may shew them in the mean while to your 
sons, to convince them that they are in youi posseS' 
■ion, atadng, that you mean to leave them to whom- 
soever you may judge proper. Their avarice will 
so. iar wagb vrith them, as to induce them to shew 
you that attention and dutiful behaviour, which all 
your kindness has failed to produce." Accepting 
the proposal, with his warmest thanks, Messer An- 
tiMiio instantly received from his Mend's hands the 
two thouaand ducata, and having counted and given 
his note for them, he carried them joyfully along 
with him home. 

In pursuance of his friend's advice, he then sent 
lot Galeazzo, his eldest son, to whom he said : ■' Yoii 
are . aware, my son, that though I still may have 
many yean to live, I not long since made over the 
greatest part of my propraty to you and your bro- 
thers, yet I did not dispose of die whole ; for that 
would have been a foolish' thing, indeed ; though I 
only reserved a few thousands, not to leave myself 
quite destitute, as you nuiy here behold." He then 
exhibited his friend's gold ; giving his eldest son at 
the same time to understand, that should all continue 
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pleasant between them, he intended to add them to 
the stun he had before beitowed upon him. 

DismiBsing Galeazzo, he then went ihrough th« 
aame scene with his two brothers, making the eaine 
proDiises to each. Nor was it long before he reaped 
die boiefit of this happy expedient ; as he had the 
pleasure of observing a great change for the better 
in the conduct of his children. On returning die 
money to his friend Angelo, he again expressed 
his gratitude for the ingenious suj^estion, observ- 
ing, that be had now nodiing further to complain of, 
and that he was a very happy father, inasmuch as ha 
sons ab-eady began to vie with each other in their 
kindness and attentions to him. 

Not very long aft», the old gendeman feeling 
bims^ beginning to decline apace, experienced the 
advantage of his good friend's advice ; for no chil- 
dren could be more attentive to the least wants and 
wishes of a parent. However much pressed, he still 
dtiayed to make his Jiaal will ; and not satisfied with 
this, he further resolved to reproach his children for 
dieir late conduct by another ingenious device. In 
the very same chest whidi had contained the six tbon- 
sand ducats, he deposited a he^> of sand, on the sur- 
&ce of which he liud an oaken staff, with an inscrip- 
tion, in very plain terms, to the following purport : 

" I will and bequeath this cudgel to knock any 
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•Id ibol upon the hud, «4ia givM xwsy hii ovni pro- 
perty duriog his lifetiine." 

bi a few days «ftermitds, this kind old father 
breathed his last, when his soot Mverally haaten- 
«d t» inspect die strong box, trbkji he had previ- 
oaily diewil to each ; and so eager and sinudumv 
aos were they in their matH»a, that they all thne 
met together on the spot, where ihey stood gating 
fbr some time wistflilly at each other. The el- 
dest 6nt bndce silence, toying, " It is now teveral 
DMntlis ago, since my father presented me with a 
baig of gold, GODtuning, as he said, two thousand 
dnnata, which he deposited here for me. I donbt not 
tbiy are in this box, and I am now come here to 
daim themi" At these words, his brothers, Antonio 
and Jnlio, eadt exclauned, " It may be very true, 
GaleozzD, but he promised exactly the same sum to 
me." Each asked the others for the key, and main- 
tuning the truth of iheir several assotions, they 
entered into a pretty sharp dispute. Weary at length 
of controversy, ihey became desitons of accomnw 
dating matters, and agreed, like good brothos, to 
share all the contaits of the chest amongst them. 
Instantly sending ibr a locksmith, they ordered it 
to be broken open in their presence, when, instead 
of their bags of gold, they beheld it filled with sand, 
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and the cudgel, with the ingenious device, upon the 
top of it. Overwhdmed with shame and vexation, 
they in vain tried to laugh the matter ofi) and. appear 
amused with this humorous sort of retaliation. No 
Bowter did Memer Angela hear of his old friend's 
improvement upon their ordinal contrivance, than 
being hi^y ent^laiiied with it, he everywhere 
made it a source of general amusement antong his 
acquaintance, frequently observing, " We foolish 
old feUows, you see, must take care of ourselves." 
And indeed it too often happens, that the. sole re-, 
ward we reap ftom the unremitted toil and exertions 
<tf ft whole life spent . in enriching our posterily, 
is disobedience and ingratitude, even while, we are 
alive. We may well imagine, then, with how little ce- 
remony they are inclined to Izeat our memories when 
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Thx noTds of Aiu snthor first appeared at Venice, 
in oetavo, vithout date, and irere aftenrards te- 
printed ia die yean 1552 and 1658, at the Kune 
place. He was a' native of Piacenza, where he dis- 
tinguished hinuelf as an excellent poet and nmsician, 
' no less than as a novelist ; though his title to origi- 
nality in this last character is hy no means well estab- 
liEdied. Too many of his stories have been borrowed 
fWnn earlier novelists; and Boccaccio, Sacchetti, and 
MasBuccio are, without the leaat acknowledgment, 
respectively laid under contribution. Hia work is 
preceded by an introductory eulogy on the city of 
Venice, where he appears, irom descriptions of per- 
BOBs and of places, to have spent the chief portion of 
hia time. Thus nearly the whole of the characters 
introduced in his Diporli, are Venetian gentlemen, 
and the retreat chosen for their narration, not far 
&om Venice, with the occasion of their meeting, are 
all very minutely described. The party is supposed 
* D^mrti di M, GiniJuiio Panbcaeo, Vincgis, 1552. 
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to consist of seventeen persons, among whom are 
FietTO Aretino, Speron Sperone, Ercole Bendvoglio, 
Lambertino, &c., who finding from the Afipeaiaace of 
the weather that there was little chance of enjoying 
themselves upon the water, agree, at the suggestion 
of Messer Badoraro, to leave their huts, erected for 
the convenience of angling on the water, and betake 
themselves to the still more innocent amusement of 
telling stories. This occupies three days, of their 
diporti, or sports, as each of the party has to repeat 
a tale, amounting in the whole to seventeen. They 
are alternately of a grave and humorous cast, and 
are interspersed with reflections appropriate to each 
style, and songs to give a further relish to the whole. 
In this form they were first published at Venice. 
They are in general of a less exceptionable nature 
than the tales in the Decameron, though Pietro Are- 
tino is supposed to have, been present at theit deli- 
very, and Aimishes one of the number. It is con- 
jectured from what the author himself states in one 
of his letters, that this publication comprehended 
only a small part of what he had written, as he pro- 
mises in a few days to give the remaining hundred. 
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FIRST DAY, NOVELLA VIIL 

Theke once resided in the beautiM city of Brescia, 
a certain youth of the name of Tommaao de' Tommasi, 
aptung from one of the most wealthy and andent.fa- 
mihes of that place ; but unfortunately addicted to 
those pursuits into which high spirited and thought- 
less young men are too apt to fall. Careless of the 
consequences which attend their dissipated and licen- 
tious course of life, they yield themselves up an easy 
prey to every variety of gambling, intrigue, ,and 
boon companionship, as if they were more desirous 
of lavishing their regards upon cut-throats, parasites, 
and buffoons, than upon men of worth. These, re- 
probates, with false and adulatory arts, are inces- 
santly on the watch to impose upon, and to ruin such 
credulous yoiiths as listen to them ; and when jJiey 
once get their vicdms entangled in their snares, they 
.prey upon the fortunes both of them and of their 
femilies, until scarcely a wreck, is left. Such, un- 
fortnnatdy, were the companions of this easy but 
spirited yontb, who in the course of four years dissi- 
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pKted almost all his fortune; a little country-seat 
being the sole remaiaiog property which he could 
caUhisown. It was situated in the vicinity of the city, 
on the declivity ofone of those mild and pleasant hills, 
many of which are in the possession of different nobles, 
who have fixed upon them for the beauty of their site 
and views; and these charming residences, resemb- 
ling little paradises of pleasure, rather than places 
of domestic abode, are called Ronchi. Out of all hia 
noble villas and other houses, this then was the only 
little place now left him ; and as it had been intended 
Tath^ for a garden of delight, fiill of sweet frvita 
and flowers, than a source of profit in grain and 
winea, so it ill supplied its master'a personal ex- 
penses, much less his usual establishment of hawks 
and ioga, bufibona and parasites, with other com- 
panions fully as expensive as these. Having become 
too late aware of the consequences of his conduct, he 
restdved, through fear of the disgrace he should incur 
in the eyes of all his friends, who too well knew the 
habits into which he had fallen, to abandon the birth- 
place of his ancestors altogether. With these Tiewa 
be determined to dispose of his little estate and a 
cottage adjoining, on the most advantageous terms 
he could obtain, without paying much regard to the 
honesty and propriety of his measures. Avoidiitg 
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Miy public notice, he contnTed to give aame iadi- 
vidnak a knowledge of his iMentioiui, leqaeatiiig m 
■ &*oar tbftt each would have the goodness to say 
nodiing to his friends on the subject; and in dik 
way he soon Teceived considerable deposits from a 
mnnber of diderent individuals who were desirona of 
purchasing the residence, without saying a word to 
each other. Having thus amassed a large sum of 
money, he soon after availed himself of »i opportu- 
nity of disposing of the property altogether, and 
obtaining its Aill value, in addition to the earnest 
money whidi be had already received. But just as 
he was on tbe point of setting out with the proceeds 
in his bands, the whole transaction came to light, on 
which he was instantly seized and thrown into pri- 
son. Mis sole concern when be was there seemed to 
be, how he could possibly contrive to retain posses- 
sion of his treasure, and obtain his Uberty. Pot this 
purpose he s^t in haste for his attorney, who had 
been the boon companion of his pleasures during his 
prospCTity, and to him he communicated his views ; 
though the man of law had expreased no Utile reluc- 
tance to attend, and to take his instructions on the 
Bul^t, believing there was now an end to his client's 
business Sot ever. Havii^ t^roached the pri- 
aon gate, Tommaao very politely saluted him as for- 
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merly, on wMch the notary condoled with him, and 
inquired in what way he could be of seiriceto hiih? 
" You know," replied Tomiruso, " the liberal manner 
in which I have treated you, and aU my other friends, 
as this very place can teatiiy for me, being encaged 
here hke a winged bird, as I am. But I shall not 
insist on the obligations I have laid you under, be- 
cause I would willingly reheve you bom their weight 
by begging you to take compassion on me, and as- 
sist me to procure my enlargement from this detest- 
able spot As you must know, at least as well as I 
do, what brought me here, I shall do much better 
than waste my time upon that subject, and shall, in- 
stead, inform you how I mean to get away, and keep 
possession of the proceeds of my house and fiuin, 
which, I will stay here till Doomsday sooner than 
render up. I think you are upon good terms with 
our Magnifico, the Podest^j no less on account of 
your social wit and humour, than of the services 
you rendered him whQe you were his agent in Venice. 
Now, what I wish you particularly to impress upon 
his magisterial mind, is, that I have altogether lost 
my wits, on finding that I have run through my for- 
tune' in so short a time, and in so very scandalous a 
manner : and indeed it is almost strange 1 have not. 
I shall take care on my side to be guilty of aU kinds 
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of extravagant actiooB that may give probability to 
your story. And when you have carried me fiurly 
through' the difBcnlty, you wUI greatly oblige me by 
accepting of at least twenty-five gold ducats for your 
pains. Moreover, I shallbe eternally indebted to 
you ; and if I succeed by this contrivance in liber^og 
myself from these gloomy walls without refimding 
my resources, I shall consider myself a great man 
yet. On thee,' then, and on thee only, my friend, is 
my dependence, and trust me that my enlargement 
Trill be a work worthy of thy trouUe." 

The wary notary, one of those who possess the 
cunning of the serpent, without the innocence of the 
dove, sensible. of his influence with the magistrate, 
and tempted by the amount of the proposed fee, gave 
the prisoner his hand, promising to make the most 
■trehuous exertions to bring bis friend Tommaso out 
of durance, without ioHis'ting upon more than five 
and twenty ducats. Apprehensive lest the prisoner 
should overact Ins part in the mad character which 
he inteiided' to assume, the attorney suggested that 
he should make no other reply to all the questions 
which might be put to him, than by a single' ludi- 
crous gesture ; and, repeating his injunction to tlua 
eSect, he left him to adjourn to the residence of the 
magisfrate. Being upon the pleasantes't terms, he 
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immediately entered upon a variety of amiuing 
topici, when there suddenly appeared one of the 
unlucky peraonagei, wboat Tommaso had nnpoBed 
upon, appealing vehemently 'to the magistrate fi>r 
redreea, and demanding the restitution of his money. 
To him the attorney, in the gentJeat possible tone, 
replied, turning at the same time towards bis fiiend 
the Podestft : " What I is the gentleman so unforti»> 
nate, then, as to have dealings with that madman f" 
" Madmaiil whatis'it you talk of?" returned the cre- 
ditor, " I wish he were no more wicked than he is 
mad." " Alas, I fear, whatever may be your opi- 
nion," said the attorn^, in the calmest voice, " diat 
he will tom out li taere idiot, and one that ou^t to 
be confined. I im^ine that his unfortunate drcum* 
stances have driven him altogether out of his sensea. 
Could I suppose, for a moment, that our Magnifico 
here was acquainted with his real state, I should ex- 
preas my surprise that he has committed to custody 
for debt, a mere fool, such as this poor wretch is. 
I am very apprehensive, that should he reaUy have 
robbed any one, or been entrusted with money, he 
may have thrown it into the first ditch he came near, 
or scattered it on the public highway." Tbe gende- 
msn, however, advanced argumentt to prove the 
perfect sanity of the prisoner, and indeed that he 
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had proved sbimewliat too acute ; bit these Wert' so 
well rebutted by the evidence of the lat*y6r, tliat ttre 
magistrate, giving credit to it, ordered' th^ accas^'tO 
appear, tty' way of ascertaining the truth.' ' Signot 
Tonunaso was then brought forward, having already 
nuide a strange metamorphosis in his appearance by 
teuring his clothes to pieces, and bein^ interrogsied 
on the subject nearest his creditor's heart, gave only 
die manifest signs of folly recommended by his legal 
adviser. In a short time the rest of his creditors 
appeared, and bringing the same charges apon the 
very same grounds, and obtuning only a repetidon 
of bis antics, the Podesti, to try bis sincerity, imme- 
diately ordered him to be put to the question, which 
however only elicited symptoms ' of fear and folly, 
such as he shewed before the application was made. 
He would, in fact, almost have endured to be torn 
limb from limb, rather than separated from his mo- 
ney. AU other means adopted to obtain some kind 
of information from him turned out equally fruidess, 
and the Fodeetd was at length compelled by the re- 
presentations of the notary, who carried the whole 
affair through with great skill, to sign an order fbr 
the release of his mad chent, without paying any 
thing whatever. The attorney, calling on his client 
the next day fbr the stated sum, was surprised to 



Digiiizcdt* Google 



116 aiBOLAKO PAKABORCO. 

find he could get no other answer from hinii than 
that which he had himself taught him. By all his 
attreatiea fin- the five-and-twentf ducats, he obtain- 
ed nothing but the same gestures, which had sufBced 
to exonerate bim from the rest of his creditors ; and 
the deceiver for once fell into his own trap. As he 
could not venture to reveal the affair, he was obliged 
to take the whole patiently, and of the two he was 
certainly the more deserving of punishment. 
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SECOND DAY, NOVELLA XIV. 

Xherb fbrmo'lf resided in the rich and beautiful 
city of Bologna, a brave and intelligent youth of the 
name of Faustino, nhose birth and accomplishments 
entitled him to rank among the noblest and proudest 
of the place. To these gifts of nature and of fortune 
was added a susceptible heart ; and he soon became 
deeply enamoured of a young lady of exquisite 
beauty, whose name was Eugenia, and who in a short 
time seemed inclined to return his passion with equal 
tenderness and truth. Such was her lover's extreme 
desire of beholdmg her, that he availed himself of 
every opportunity, and encountered every risk, to 
enjoy her society ; frequently being in wait {(« hours 
to catch a mere glimpse of her, and employing num- 
berlesa emissaries to instruct him as to her motiom. 
Though the young lady's parents had been unable 
to extort any confession of her attachment from her 
own Upa, they were At no loss to perceive it, and en- 
deavoured to obviate the danger to be apprehended 
from its indulgence, believing that the young lover, 
on account of his superior rank and fortune, enter- 
tained no serious intentions of making her his wifb. 
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With this view, they kept a veiy strict watch over 
their daughter, debarring her from the visits, and 
eren from the sight of Faustino, as much as they 
possibly coold. Yet her mother, being of a celigioiiB 
turn of mind, was unwilling that she should relin- 
quish her uaual attendance on divine worship, -and 
henelf accompanied her daughter every morning to 
bear mass -at a church near their own house, but at 
so very early an hour, that not even the ortiians of 
the city, much leas the young gentry of the place, 
were sdning. And there she heard service perform- 
ed -by a priest ezpres^y on her own account ; thoagh 
several other persons might happen to be preseM, 
who were in the habit of very early rising. 

Now among these was a certain oom-meicbant, 
who had been established only for a abort time in 
Bologna. Hb name was Ser Nastagio de' Rodiotti, 
a man who bad driven many a hard bargain, and 
thriven wonderfully in his trade ; but of so devout a 
turn withal, that he would not, for the world, have 
made an usurious contract, or even speculated to 
any extent, without having first punctually attended 
maBs ; believing doubtless that so good an example 
more thaft counterbalanced, in the eye of heaven, the, 
evil consequences of his actioDB. And these were 
certainly very great, espedally in the wqy <^ raising 
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tbe price of brekd, by his vast mcMiopoly of that ne- 
cessacy article of life. Such, however, was his ex- 
fiSiplary conduct in attending chnrdi, that he lost 
not a single o^toitunily of showing himaelf theie, 
among the eailiest of the congregation : havii^ aftei- 
wanU the consolation to reflect diat he bad d>«- 
chwged ail bis religions duties, and was ready &r 
hisioeag, before a great pwtion of his feOow-dtisens 
waeatiiring. 

Now in a shc»t time it also reached the ears af 
FawtiDo, through the gfiod offices, it ia Ruppowd, of 
tbe young lady, that faq^b ma« was to be hcsrd 
0reiy morning at a certain church, with every porti- 
a^ar leladag to the devotees who attended, and the 
■earest way thither, Bqoiced at this news, her lo- 
ver now reulved to rise Bomewbat earlier than be 
had bem accustomed to do, that he might avail hint' 
sdf of the same advantage that the lady enjoyed, in 
b^ioiiing tbe day with religious duties. For this 
purpose be assumed a different dress, tbe better to 
denteive the ^es of her careful mother ; bong per- 
fet^y aware that she merely made her appearance 
thus eail^ with her daughter, for l^e sake of conceal- 
ing her from his sight. In this way tbe young lady 
bad the merit oi brin^g FaastiBO to chui(±, where 
they had tbe ^eunue of gaxing at each other with 
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the utmost devodon; except indeed whm. the un- 
lucky tradesman, whom we have just mentjoned, 
haf^tened to place himself as was frequently the 
case, exactly in their way, so as to intercept the si- 
lent communion of souls. And this he did in so 
v^utioua a manner, that they could scarcely observe 
each other for a moment, wi&out exposing them- 
selves to his searching eye and keen observation. 
Greatly displeased at this kind of inquisition into his 
looks and motions, the lover frequently wished the 
devout corn-dealer in Purgatory, or that he would at 
least offer up hia prayers' in another .church. Such 
an antipathy did he at length conceive to Ser Nas- 
tagio, that he resolved to employ his utmost efforts 
to prevail upim him to withdraw himself from that 
spot. Revolving in his mind a great variety of 
plans, he at last hit upon one, which he b^eved 
could not tail to succeed, and in a manner equally 
safe and amu^ng. With this view he hastened, 
without delay, to the officiating priest, whom he ad- 
dressed in the following pious and duuitable stram : 
" It has ever been esteemed, my good Measer Pas- 
tore, a most heavenly and laudable disposition, to 
devote ourselves to the relief of our poorer brethren. 
And this you doubtless know &r better than I can 
inform you, from the iact of our blessed Saviour 
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having actually appeared on earth to redeem us from 
our sins. But though every species of chanty is 
highly commendable, that nhich seeks out its ob- 
jects without waiting to be solicited, far transcends 
the rest. For diere are many, who however desti- 
tute, feel ashamed to come forward for the purpose 
of begging alms. Now I think, my worthy pastor, 
that I have of late observed one of these deserving 
objects in a person who frequents your church. He 
was formerly a jew, but through the mercy of hea- 
ven, which never ceases, not long ago he became a 
ChristiaB, and one whose exemplary life and conduct 
render him in all respects worthy of the name. Yet on 
the other hand, there is not a more destitute being 
on the &ce of the earth, while such is his modesty, 
that I assure you I have frequently had the utmost 
difficulty in persuading him to accept of alms. It 
would, really be a very meritorious act, worthy of 
the excellent character I have heard of you, were 
you to touch some rooming upon his cruel misfor- 
tunes, relating his conversion to our faith, and the 
smgular modesty with which he attempts to conceal 
his wants. This would probably procure for him a 
hmdsome contribution ; and if you will only have 
the kindness to apprize me of the day, I will take 
care to bring a number of my friends along with 
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me, and we shall be sure to find tbujKxx fellow, 
seated in your chuicli, wbers I know he is ofien em- 
ployed io Usteiiing ^ate&lly ,to your ^uritual advice 
and conaoladoQ." 

Our kind-hearted priest, unlike ^oqie <^ his breth- 
ren, who are too apt to appropriate the alma of tt^ 
poor to' themselres, n^ldnf a .traffic of^ the divjne 
mercy of their Redeemer, jinpelled only by file, zeal 
and charity, cheerfully con^ilied with tl\ewi^lovex'B 
request. He proposed then, as the most ia79Uiahle 
occasion, the next Sunday, morning, when a ttfge KB- 
semblage of people would be present ;.T(^etdng that 
he had not been sooner made acquunted with the af- 
fair. FauBtino next gave the priest an accurate de- 
scription of the features, persop, aad dreas of qui un? 
fbrtimate corn-merchant, observing, that the poor 
man always appeared neat and clean, so that he 
could not possibly mistake him. Then, takii^ leave 
of the good friar, he hastened to communicate this 
piece of mischief to some of his youthfiil coo^aniaiis, 
all of whom now awaited with great impatiMice for 
the approaching Sunday. Punctually, on its unral, 
were they found assembled at the ohunji, even early 
enough to hear the first mass, and there AJteaocr 
Nastagio was seen stationed at his usual post, svx-. 
rounded by a crowd of people, coilecied for the purr 
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pose of vdtneasijig the consecration of the plaee. At 
ter going Aiougb the ETangeliats and the Creed, 
and muttering a few aves, the good priest pavued and 
looked about him; then wiping his forehead, and 
taking breath for a while, he again addressed the 
Ctmgr^stitHi, opening his subject.as follows: "Dear- 
ly beloTed brethren, yoa must be aware, for our 
SaTioor himsdf has enlightened you oa that bead, 
and I have myself likewise insisted upon it. as weU 
as I could ; you must be aware, I say, that the most 
pleasing thing you can do in the eyes of the Lord, ia 
to shew your charity towards poorer CfartetiaiiB, lov- 
ing and assisting them according to their wants, as 
fin* as lies in your power. I trust, therefore, I shall 
not have mocb difficulty in persuading you to shew 
the fruits of this good seed of charity in the manner 
I desire. For as I know you are not wanting in cha- 
rity, but rather abounding in good works, I am not 
afraid to inform you that there is a moat desraring, 
yet destitute, object before you, who, though too 
modest to urge your compassion, is in every way, 
worthy of iL Pray take pity upon bim ; I commend 
him to your kindness. B^old him," he cried, point- 
ing fiiD at Ser Nastagio ; " Lo I thou art the man. 
Yes ;" be condaaed, triiile tbe corn-merchant stared 
at him m the utmost aatoniahinent, " yes, thou art 
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the man ! Thy modesty shall no longer conceal thee 
irom the eyes of the people which are now fixed upon 
thee. For thoug;h thou wert once an Israelite, my 
friendj thou ait now one of the lost sheep which are 
found, and if thou hast not much temporal, thou hast 
a hoard of eternal wealth." He addressed himself, 
during~the whole of this time, both by words and 
signs, to Ser Nastagio, yet the poor merchant could 
by DO'means persuade himself, against the evidence 
of his own reason, that he was the individual pointed 
out. Without stirring, therefore, from the spot, he, 
somewhat feluctandy, put his hand into his pocket, 
so far conquering his avarice as to prepare to bestow 
his alms in the same manner as the rest of the congre- 
gation. The first person to present his contribution was 
the author of the trick, who approaching the spot 
where the merchant stood, oEfered his alms, and in 
spite of Ser Nastagio, dropped them into his hat, mak- 
ing a sign to the people expressive of his admiration 
at the poor man's modesty. And though the incensed 
tradesman exclaimed in an angry tone to the young 
lover : " I have a longer purse than thou hast ears, 
man !" it availed him nothing. The good ipriest pursued 
his theme without noticing Ser Nastagio's remark, 
except by saying, " Give no credit to his words, 
good peo[^e, but give him alms, give him alms ; it 
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is hig modest merit which pievents him from scent- 
ing them. Yes, go, thrust them into the good mftu's 
pockets ; fill his hat, his shoes, his dothea, with 
them, and make him bear away with liim the good 
fruits of your charity." Then once more direct- 
ing his attention to the confused and angry mer- 
chant, he exclaimed : " Do not look thus aahamed, 
but take them, take them; for beliere me, good 
friend, many great« and better men have been re- 
duced, to the same piteous plight, yea, even worse 
than that you are now in. You should rather then 
consider it as an honour than otherwise, inasmuch ai 
your necessities have not been the consequence of 
your own misconduct, hut solely arise from your em- 
bracing the light of truth, and becoming a disciple of 
our Lord." 

The priest had no sooner ended, than there was a 
genial rush of the whole congregation towards the 
place where the astonished merchant stood, endea- 
vouring who should be the first to deposit their do- 
nations in his hands, while he in vain attempted to 
resist the tide of charitable contributions which now 
poured in upon him on every side. He had likewise 
to struggle against his own avarice, no less than 
against the officious donors of alms, for he would 
williDgly have received the money, though he did all 
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in his power to repulse their ofiets. When the tu- 
mult famd at length a little subsided, the incensed 
m^vhant began to attack the priest in the most viru- 
lent terms, mitil die preacher was almost inclined to 
suspect that he must really, in some way, have been 
misinformed as to the proper otgect of his chanty. 
He then began to toake his excuses, as well as he 
could, for the error' into which he had fidlen; but 
the lover's purpose was accomplished, and the deed 
ccidd not be recalled. For it was soiHi reported 
that Ser Nastagio, die corn-merchant, had that very 
morning been recommended to the charitable notice 
of the congregatioD, as an example of true conversion 
from' the Jewish to the Chrbtian cfeed. This story 
waa quicUy drculated throughout the whole city, to 
the infinite amusement of all its inhabitants, more es- 
pecially of the young lovers, who had now Aill leisure 
onee more to contemplate each other's perfectioas, 
firee from the observadon of Ser Nastagio, who was 
neVerbnown to enter that church again. 
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Xhe piirticulara relating to the life and character of 
this novelist, at all interesting oi deserving to be 
known, are few. He held aa ecclesiastical office at 
the Roman court, where he is said to have enjoyed 
the patronage and afiection of Leo X. ; but several 
of his sonnets, addressed to that Pope, shew that he 
was by no means satisfied with the share assigiied to 
him of the pontifical favours. In addition to his 
claims as a novelist, he acquired the reputation of a 
tolerable poet ; but in neither of these branches is he 
so highly estimated as many of his contemporaries. 
His po^ns, and his novels to the number of seven, 
appeared together at Rome in 1&44, dedicated to 
the Cardinal Ippolito d'Kste. The remainder of his 
works was destroyed, according to the author's ac- 
count, during the great sack of Rome. One of the 
best of hia stories, in the opinion of Mr. Dunlop, 
and which will be found in the following pages, is 

* Sonetti cd Utre Rime con propoMe e riipoite ii alcuoi uonu- 
ni dcgoi, e con alcuue Novelle, CapitaU, e Stuue: in Soma, per 
Antonia Blado Aulaim. 

vol,, lu K 
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that of an old man, who by hiii will, leaves his whole 
fortune to hoapitala, to the detriment of his own &- 
mily ; but the latter contrive to recover the property 
at the ingenious suggestion of their father's steward. 
Lodi was neither a very abundant nor a very excel- 
lent writer ; and perhaps the mediocrity of his ge- 
nius may account for the little encouragement which 
he met with at the court of so munificent a pontiff 
as Leo, of whose treatment he speaks in no very 
guarded terms. 

The chief merit of Lodi will be found io resolve 
itself into his skiliiil manner of modifying or enlarg- 
ing the stories fiimished by his predecessors, like 
too many of the novelists of the sixteenth centniy, 
who not un&equendy appropriated whole tales as 
th^r own. Yet were we to give credit to theii re- 
peated asseverations, we are bound to believe that 
the great bulk of their producdouB was not merely 
original, but founded upon real incidents, thrown 
into a fictitious dress. In this, with too little reg* 
son, they are support^ by many of the critics of 
their own country, who argue &om the slight cir- 
cumstances of a few real names and &ctB, that the 
stories themselves are true. 
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Xhzee dwelt in' Padiia, not veiy long ago, a. gen- 
tleman of the name of Scipione Saoguinaccio, who»e 
e^eme avarice, to which he had devoted a nhole 
h'fe of wretchedneBH, rendered him notorious through- 
out llie city, as one of the most penuriouB of its usu- 
rers. It had always been the height of his ambidon 
to giaw richer and richer, by the acconnilukin of 
interest upon interest, unul he should have attained 
to an extreme old age. This heiag at length the 
case, he grew very infirm, and began to turn his 
thoughts, however reluctantly, to ihe propriety of 
making his last will aad testament. By recent re- 
flections on the subject, he had become so deeply 
Csihle of his numberless offences against heaven, 
t desirous of lessening the amount of these his 
mani&ld sins and transgressions, he determined to 
leave the bulk of his property for the endqwment of 
monasteries and hospitals, to the no small injury of 
two sons, whose interests he believed to be vtry pTtf 
pe^ sacrificed, in order to ensure the safety of his 
own souL The young men, however, hearing of this 
k2 
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dieposition of his &£^rs, were by do meana of their 
iather's opinion, lamendng to each other that he 
should have imbibed those foolish fears and preju- 
dices, which had led to so disagreeable a result. The 
old gentleman, on his part, imagined that his sons 
were not did; sensible of the high importance which 
ought' now to be attached to his eternal intereata. 
Such became the anxiety of the young men on this 
head, that they agreed to consult some of their most 
intimate &iends, entreating them to employ their in- 
fluence with their &ther, in order to obtain a more 
eqifltable adjustment of his affairs ; and to save hia 
fionily from being conngned to poverty and shame 
for the sake of others. " Fray, remind him," they 
said, " that true charity begins at home, among ovx 
kindred and friends ; ' and do not spare . his con-r 
science on the subject." ' But these arguments,' ao 
far from prevailing with dieir I^^ father, led' him 
only to adhere still more pertinaciously to his own 
opinion ; and had he lived mudi longer, he would, 
infallibly have deprived them of the litde already 
provided ibr them : being resolutsly bent upon Mol- 
ting out his transgressions, as far as money conld 
cancel them, in whidi laudable intention he vowed 
he would die. Now it so happened, that imme- 
diately before his decease, this unjust disposition 
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of his property came to the ears of one of his 
old stewards, who immediately hastened to ctm- 
dole with the sons on this mdaocholy occasion. 
" Ah, my dear yoong masters!" he cried, " good 
Messer Angela and good Messer Alberto, 1 truly 
sympathise with you both. When I heard that my 
<dd master had been guilty of making bo unreason- 
^le a will, J cannot express the grief and concern 
which I felt for your sakes. Indeed I have.thouglrt 
ofjiothing else since 1 heard of it, and I think I have 
foimed a plan which will set all to rights yet, if you 
wQl be guided by me. For his money shall go the 
ntty it ought to do, so help me God, whatever may 
hl^pen to his soul ; and . I will tell you how we can 
contrive it. ' I think he camiot possibly live through 
die. night, so.that we must keep the house as quiet as 
we can, and dose the doors against all impertinent in- 
truders, who would only disturb him in his last mo- 
ments. Vfhen your poor &ther has breathed his 
hvt, we must cany his body decently and quiedy 
into another room ; which being done, out of mere 
regard &r you, I will take his .place on the sick bed 
yrhate he .made his first wicked will. Now, before it 
bj^cames known, that yow dear father has departed, 
you must both come to my bedside weeping, and 
praying that God wpuld ^ease to restore your parent. 
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and to remove his dangerous distemper, to the end 
that it may appear as if he were still alive. Then 
lose no time in sending early the next morning for 
the, same attorney who was. before employed, and I 
will make another will for you, much more equitable 
and better to your liking." 

On hearing these consolatory words, the young men 
were not a little comforted, and expreased their grati- 
tude ibr Huch wise and humane Counsel. *f We always," 
said the eldest, " believed you to be very kindly in- 
clined towards us, and we know, my good Galeazzo, 
that your kindness is equalled by your prudence and 
discretion. Should the plan you propose turn out as 
advantageous for us, as you seem to think, you may 
depend upon oui lasting gratitude, and you shall 
certainly reap your share of the fruita of it." Mnch 
more conversati<m passed between them to the aame 
effect; and not long aAer the old gentlranan expired. 
Hia body was then, in execution of their plan, re- 
moved into another chamber, while the wily old 
steward soon attez assumed his master's place ; the 
curtains being drawn close around him, and the 
si^ man's nightcap put upon his head. 'A dim ta- 
per was burning by his ude, and every thing was 
arranged in such a way as almost to bid defiance 
to detection. The attorney and witnesses now ar- 
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riTcd, when Galeazso, with hla head half enveloped 
iri die bed dodtei, attempted to address the man o£ 
law in « feeble tone of voice ; ■' I have been thinkiilg 
a great deal smce yesterday, Messer Fietio, about 
many particttlars in the late will you drew. And 
aha, I feoTi I waa about to act very unjustly towarda 
my pocv boys, not havii^ that inward retiance upon 
beavm, which all good Christians ought to have. 
Bu^ 1 thank Ood, that I have been permitted to 
think better of it ; and it doea not appear to mi. 
Hat, by deriving my own children of theii law&I 
inhmtaOee for the aalce of others, I can possibly re- 
eemmend'myself to the movy of heaven. Proceed, 
ihradbre, good Messet Pietio, while there is yet 
lime. I will cancel my former hard and unnatural 
bequests. Let my poor boys hare something to 
■hidd them from a pittTess world ; let them inherit 
whu I toiled to obtain for them. Indite it as my 
will that they succeed to the whole of my proper^, , 
at wdl real as perstmal, cbai^^ble only with the 
ft^owing l^acy. I bequeadi to my tried and faith- 
ful old servant, Galeazzo, in return for his long and 
valued servicea, Ae slun of two thousand ducats, 
one half of i^kh Atil be payable at Cbristmasi the 
other half on Easter day." At dieae words the two 
sons, not in the least expecting such a stratagem, on 
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the part of th«r old fHeod, came forward soitaetriut 
baatHy, saying, as they approac&ed the bed : — " But, 
dear fiither, aa we shall have pleasure in attending 
to this 'or any other little commisBions which you' 
may mention to ;ub, say no more;- you will exert 
jouiTBelf too much." " What is that yon" say?" in- 
quired the padent in an angry tone. " Only, ".'re-' 
plied they,' "that we would' wish you to dispose of 
your whole property aa you judge best : but, dear 
father, we would just suggest, that, however meri- 
torious the services of Goleazzo may have been, so 
large a sum ia perhaps beyond either his wishes or 
his deserts." " 1 cannot think so," replied their 
false fotber, still in an offended tone ; " J cannot 
think so, sons. He has been a faithiiil servant of 
mine for more than fbur-and-twenty years; I cannot 
do too much for him I" ■' Still, dear &ther," they 
rqieated, " we think-you are giving him too much I" 
To which tialeazzo, quite'out of patience, replied in 
great, anger, " You had better take care what you 
are about; and not provoke me too far, for if you do, 
I will get up,' weak as I am, and give you reason to 
r^tent of your bdiaviour." Alarmed lest their ialse 
fiither should reaUy put this threat into execution, 
die brothers remained silent, while the notary pro- 
ceeded to state the sum at two thousand ducats; 



Digiiizcdt* Google 



IIAKCO CASIUOtXO DA LOOI. 137 

after. which the will was. regularly aijned and sealed, 
and die wimenBes were disutisted. ' The par^ I'^ns 
left together, the avariciouB brodiers could not con- 
ceal their disBatii&tition, and b^an.to uphraid the 
cunning steward for having inserted his own name 
in the wilL " You have gr^tly deceived us," they 
co^Dued; " we ccAiId not have imagined that you 
would have been guilty of such a trick,- and have 
turned the affair in this way. to your own advantage, 
inserting your own name, in the will just as if you 
had been one of oui brothers. Why did you not 
rely. on our promise, that we would reward you 
handsom^y, instead of assuming so much authori^, 
and dictating to ^ as you did T But it is done, and 
there is no helping it now; I suppose you must have 
your money; but you have certainly not bdiaved 
well." 

, Asbmiabed at such ingratitude on the part of the 
brothers, Mesaer Galeazso, turning very sharply 
round upon them, repUed : "Are not you aabamed, 
Messer Angelo and Meeser Alberto, to address me in 
language like this? What might I have expected, then, 
had 1 trusted to your promises ? You complain that 
I have inserted my own name, as i^ instead of a ser- 
vant, I had been yonr own brother ; to which I re- 
ply, that I have treated yon not only like a brother. 
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but l^» SMitx. I have bestowed tfpon yon a fat- 
tWK of'twelve thoiuaitd Audita, vmeniBg oiAyfyt 
mjradftbemodeatBwnof twodioiuond. Itiamertly 
what I deserve itf return for die utCnite obligatioile I 
bKre nan kid you nsder, wiUnut taking mto«Mi>i- 
^satioiiniyleDgB])d&itliiul«0TrardBblp. Afterfltadi 
as^e I can no longer think <df<iemBiiiiiig'iD'y«n' 
terrice; and it is well that ydUr kind&dier UM'«B 
handsomely provided fiir .me in bis will, n^oh yon 
will be pleased to attend to at the appointed tiaw. 
There is one piece of advice, aJse, which I beg'leaf*e 
to offer to you, no less for your own sakes thui tat 
mine. Never let a single syllable transpiie of ^Am 
has passed between us, in'regard to your d^ &• 
dier's will, and I assure you it mil never be divulged 
by me." Oompelled to promise pigment tt die sti- 
pulated time, the brothers with a very ill grace dis- 
missed 'the Steward, who took 'his leave of'&em, 
bovri^ very fonnaUy, and »!tiinung>tfa«n inaUy Iro- 
nical tllMlltg. 
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GIOVAMBATTISTA GIRALDI 
CINTHIO* 



GioTAiiBATTisTA GiKALDi CimcHto, the author of 
the HeaUamithi, one of the moct vohmiinoua novel- 
irtfl of die sixteenth century, rendered himself ex- 
tremely popular among his own countrymen, by 
the vivid and daring character of his writings, Hia 
praises were celehrated by nearly all the coDtempo- 
rary wits and scholars of the period in which he 
lived. He was of noble lineage, and was bom at 
Fenara, early in the sixteenth century, and flou- 
rished during the sway of Ercolc da Este II., duke 
of Ferrara, in whose service he filled the office of 
secretary. His death occurred in the year IfiTS.f 

* Haotomithi, tmto cento NorcUe di Giraldi Cinthlo. Mon- 
icngili, ISGS. Fint «dition. 
t Huj iDlneitiiig i«muki on Cinlhio, and on the litenry 

ti't DeEeoM of Ibc Fcmnse Authon igainit the CeDsurei of 
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The Heeatomithi, or Hundred Fables, were first 
published in 1665, and consisted, notwithstanding 
theii title, of only seventy stories, a contradiction no- 
ticed by bis friend Piccolomini in a letter to the au- 
thor, prefixed to the Hecatomitbi, and dated the 12th 
of January, 1563; in wluch he says : " I assure you 
it is long since I have had the pleasure of perusing 
any work so entertaining as yours. But I cannot 
conceive your reason for entitling it Hecatomii^, 
when it contains no mor^ than seventy novels." 
From this it might be inferred, that the author post- 
poned his further prosecution of the task, until he 
was far advanced in life, the letter in question being 
datsd 1563, just ten years previous to his decease ; 
a sufficient length of time for the composition of the 
additional number of norels. In a poetical intro- 
duction to his work, Cinthio, bowerer, asserts that 
the entire series was th& production of his youth, 
though he does not state his reasons for holding so 
great a proportion of them in reaetve, while be put 
the others forth with a titie so htde adapted to them. 
On this suli^ect he has the following lines, aUnding 
to their early composition : 

" Fosae, ch' & te, Utoi dc' Dkiei priiul antil, 
Accio c' habbis nel duol qutlchc listoio. 
Mi chimi«n nell' eta gniTe gli oAnni," &c> 
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"&Do(.B(>w.Ae,gTic&'<i[diimj1hoiightsncBl 
Ta the fond lBl>on of mf bcTiah feui, 
Cheating the heavy hann of half thdr pun.'* Itc. 



And fiiither on : 




" Dunqua w rt«ta Mi gran t«mpo o«olU, 




de' mlei giovenili anni ftitica, 




In cui studio gia posi, e cum molta," 




'■ Y«»ugt.a..hnBtb«nHta*ed, 




Yet tieaiuied up. tfaa cart me man; a righ. 




And man; an aniioni thought m tunei gone 


by.' 



The Jltcetomitki of CintUo is divided into: two 
pArti, esdi oaniuninif five 4ecadea, composed often 
noTiftlseadi; under, which. amngenteM, the number 
ought to taaomt exaetij to the Hecatomithi; or Htm- 
dqed Stariest Thia title, however, u tcaroely jwt 
applicaU« to the work, inaomuch mi with the ten iiH 
tioductory novelB prribced to the first decade, tt will 
be fouad to contain ao many beyond what it really 
imports. The occasion of the production of Ms no- 
vds, ia tefared by their author to the famous saA 
of Rom^ and . to the ctMiaequent pestilenoe wldd) 
occurred soon after the Btormtng of the city. In 
itnJMtion, then, of Boccaccio, Cinthio feigns that-a 
party of ladies and gentkmen, seekiDg refiige from 
the ctHitagion and firom the bosrora around them, set 



Digiiizcdt* Google 



144 aiOVAHBATTIITA 



Bail for MarseiDes, and .beguile the irksomeness of 
their voyage with the relation of tales either of ter- 
ror or of humour. 

Cinthio appears, in manj' respects, to have had 
Boccaccio in view, as well io the Bubject as in the 
disposition and manner of his work. In the tales 
themselveB, however, there is but little resemblance 
to his model: the imaginatiTe portion is less pleas- 
ing, and the incidents are often improbable and re- 
volting. The style is likewise laboured and involved 
to a degree of painful care and fastidiousneBS, wlule 
it is B till inferior to that of earlier authors in point of 
purity and correctneBs. But with all. his errors, he 
is a fine and powerful writer ; and with the terrific 
subjects he has chosen, the strong* dnunatic interest 
which he contrives to awaken, and the energy and 
passion thrown into his narratives, he is perhaps of 
all novelists, the best calculated to rouse the sympa- 
thies, and attract the admiration of his countrymen. 
Some injudicious admirers, indeed, have on this ac- 
count, presumed to place him above his celebrated 
predecessor ; not scrupling to assert that he is, in no 
way, inferior to the great Boccaccio. Yet it is his 
faults, bis daring and extravagant genius, which 
have given rise, in some degree, to this blind parti- 
ality ; a partiahty which can only be accounted for 
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bjr the violent and otW ferocioas character of the 
times in which he wrote. Thus his tragic Btories are 
all of « dBTk and terrifK description, abounding in 
extravaganee and atrocities : on which the author's 
imagination seems to delight to dwell, until, like 
some great enchanter, he has spell-bound die facul> 
ties of his readers. He appears to have exhausted 
the catalogue of human crimes, and to have ransacked 
every country and every age, sparing neither ckasic 
nor romantic traditions, for subjects which he might 
dissect aad display to the world, in all their horrible 



The introduction, consisting i^ ten atones, pro- 
leases to hold forth the hapfttness oi coDBubial love, 
and the fatal efiecta of illicit intercourse. The first 
decade is composed of Miscellaneous Stories. 2nd. 
Histories of attachments formed in opposition to the 
will of relatives and au|teri<»B. 3rd. Of the infidehty 
of wives and husbands. 4th. Of those who, by lay- 
ing snares for others, accomplish their own rum. 
&th. Examplesofcominhial fidelity in trying circum- 
stances. 6th. Acts of generosity and courtesy. 7dt. 
Bon mota and sayings. 8. Examples of ingratitude. 
9th. . Remarkable vicissitudes of fortune. lOth. Acta 
of chivalry. 

Of the slories which are of his own invention, the 
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second tale of the second decade ia that of Qibecche; 
daughter of Sulmone, king .of Perua, who refusing 
the hand of the prince of ParUua, unites her fate with 
that of, Orontes, an Armenian, with whom she flies 
from, her father's court, and undergoes a variety of 
sufferings. From its wild and extravagant char^ter 
it was long a fevourite story with the Italians, and 
eiyoyed a reputation far beyond its merits ; many 
dramas and other pieces being founded upon it, both 
in Italy and elsewhere^ One of these, from the pen 
of the novelise himself, who dramatiaed many of his 
own sbrries, is very highly eateemed in Italy. 

The seventh story of the third decade of Cin- 
thio, is deserving of more particular notice, as hyi- 
ing furnished Shakspeare with the incidents of his 
celebrated tragedy of Othello. A few of the more 
striking coincidences and variations in the two pro- 
ductims will. here be pcnnted out, in which Shaksr 
peare has . generally improved upon the novelist* 
In^the drama lago is actuated to. revenge by jea- 
lousy and resentment arising from Cassio's promo- 
tion, -while in the novel he is merely infiuenced by 
love turned into hatred. In Shakspeare, the vil- 
lain em^oys his wife to steal the handkerchief, .but 
in the Italian this deed is performed by himself. 
The noble character of Othello is also wholly of the 
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IMet's creation, he being drawn by the novelist with 
the Tulgai features of a morose, nelfiah, .and cruel 
husband. Much of the conclusion is equally the 
poet's own ; and he has throughout displayed far 
more brilliancy of fancy and of language. In soine 
instances Shakspeare has rendered the story more pro- 
bable, tempered its ferocious character, and, by thron- 
ing into it the fascination of poeUy, sentiment, and 
passion, has invested it with new dignity and with a 
new life.' Thus in the Italian the Moor is assisted 
by his Ancient in the murder of Desdemona, yet he 
has af^mards the temerity to provoke and to dis- 
miss him, which leads to the discovery of the crime, 
absurdities not adopted in the Knglish drama. ' In 
the original the assassins pull down part of the 
house, in order that it may be supposed that the lady, 
has been buried in its ruins. Iago*B treachery is 
likewise attributed to Desdemona's rejection of his 
passion, in consequence of which he resolves to com- 
pass the destruction of both her and Cassio, whom 
he believes to be the favoured lover. In the Italian 
he confirms the suspicions of Othello by shewing 
him the handkerchief in the hands of a woman.in the 
liemeoant'a house. He then informs against him in 
the sequel, and Othello, according to the usual prac- 
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tice, ia put to tite tortun, (hougli witliont dsi^ning 
to make any confetsion. He ti ntweqaently htt- 
nished, and usassinated b^ tome of Deadcmona's 
relations in his retreat 

In bis dfiviatioDB from fus model, it wilt be K»n, 
^akapesre bai for the most part improved upon the 
incidents; alAough he has in general adhered as 
doBely^ to the facta as the nature of the respective 
pvductioas would admit. Several of the ehantotert 
bear the strongest resemblance to those in the novd, 
more pardcularly those of Desdemona, of Cassio, and 
of the arch traitor himself. The gradual and aitfd 
method pursued by lago, of infusing suspicions, like 
a bIoiV poison, into the noble nature of Othello, is 
closely copied fixnn the novelist. This is calcu- 
lated, to a certain degree, to diminish our admiration 
af die consummate skill with whit^ the dramatist 
was snppMed to have wrought up and unfolded the 
whole train of mischief. In drawing his character, 
ioo, of Hie consummate villain, he has adhered; 
with &w traits of difference, to the Italian author ; so 
diat in his Otbello, as in most of die dramas founded 
upoA Italian subjects, the supreme merit of Shaks- 
pesre wtH be fi>nnd in the ma^c of Ins language and 
<rer8ifieati<H), in the pls^fulness and vividness of hiiJ 
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&iicy, in the truth and beauty of his sentiment ; and 
above all in that fascinating power whieh he. never 
&ils to exercise over the human passions. 

The fifth novel of the eighth decade su^^ted to 
Sliakspeare the comedy of Measure for Measure ; of 
which, however, the immediate original was Whet- 
stone's play of Froraos and Cassandra. But on both 
ef these Shakspeare has greatly nnproved.* 

Of the several editions of the Hecatomithi, the 
first appeared at Monteregale, in Sicily, in two vo- 
hmies 8vo. 156S ; the next at Venice, in 1666 ; fol- 
lowed by a third, at the same place, in 1694. 
* History nf nelion, vol. ii. p. 428. 
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FIRST DECADE, NOVELLA VIII. 

NiccoLO DA EsTE, the second of tliat name amoi^ 
the aovereigDs of Ferrari, his uncle, who was dktiQ' 
guished a» Niccolo Zoppo, having- before him borne 
dial name,' had a numerous progeny of eons bj dJfle- 
tent women to whom he had beai attached. Two 
of these, on whom he had always lavished the fond- 
est proofs of regard, traced their origin to the same 
mother ; their names were LeoneUo and Borso. 
When advanced in years, Niccolo married Ricciarda, 
daughter of Aloise, marquis of Salucio, who bore 
him two sons, in addition to his other family; the 
first of whom he called Ercole, the.second Gismon- 
do, after the emperor of that name, who had stood 
sponsor for him, while he resided about the period 
of his birth in Ferrara. Both these children were 
left, after the duke's dfath, to the guardianship of 
their half-brother Leonello ; who, incited by lust of 
power, soon usurped the dominions which of right 
belonged to the legitimate son. 

In Older more securely to enjoy the fruits of his 
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treachery, he sent his two half-brothers, BtQl very 
young, to the court of Jhe king of Naples. He then 
formed an union with a (laughter of one of the lords 
of Maatua, by whom he had a son called afier his 
grandftdier Niccolo da Gate. But it naa the will of 
Providence, that in the same manner as the usurper's 
father had left his infiint sons Brcole aod Oismondo 
to hie care, he himsdf, dying soon after, was also 
compelled to leave his own son Niccolo, yet an in- 
fant, to the protection of his brother Borso, the first 
of this ancient and illustrious fomily who adopted 
the title of duke ; and who bad always been per- 
mitted to look forward to the possessiou of the go- 
vemment, on condition of afterwuds leaving it to his 
young ward Niccolo, whom he brought up in the 
noblest manner. 

The two brothers, whom the deceased Leonello 
had banished to the court of Naples, during this 
time, already began to evince numerous proofs both 
of! talent and courage, by no means unworthy of 
their princely descent The time which the young 
Niccolo devoted to abaodooed pleasures, was by 
them spent in militaiy exercises, and other htudi4>lo 
' pursuits, most booorable to.the character of noble 
cavaliers. Nor was BtMrio altogether insoisible to 
tb^irmerits. Hearing oftheirhigbreputation, he in- 
vited the two brothers to return to the court of Fer- 
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tars, offering to Ercote the gofemment of Modena, 
and to Gumondo that of Reggiot still retaining Nic- 
colo at his own court, with the intention of discharg- 
ing the high trust reposed in him by hit brother, by 
leaving him at his own death the title of lord of Fer- 
rara. The king of Naples, who did not duly appreci- 
ate the merit of Ercole, dismissed him from his ser- 
vice, while the latter was instigated by Borso to re- 
sent this conduct. Meeting each other soon afler in 
battle, the king assaulting Ercole, was not only driven 
back by him, but lost part of his royal mantle, which 
was torn from his shoulders in the contest. Incensed 
at this indignity, he vowed deadly revenge against its 
author, and sought by every means in his power to 
accon^li^ his ruin. Having adtqtted a variety of 
schemes, all of which proved abortive, he resolved, 
as a last resource, to employ every art of deceit, be- 
fore he abandoned his design. With this view he 
despatched some trusty messengers to Ercole, vrith 
an offer to assist him in expelling Borso from his 
dominions, in order to recover the rightful heritage 
of his ancestdrs. Ercole, aware of his views, replied 
to this embassy, that he could in no way {nroceed in 
the attempt, unless he received authority for so do- 
ing under the king's own hand. " And how would 
you thai act?" inquired the meaaengers £rom the 
king. " In such a way," replied Ercole, " as I mi|^ 
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tliink best calculated to recover my dominioDi :" 
aud believing from thii answer that he intended to 
pursue the design, they all returned overjoyed to 
carry the intelligence to the king. 3ut Ercole, on 
the contrary, immediately communicated to duke 
Borso the whole negociation that had juat taken 
place, as well as h^ own ansner to the king. The 
duke was greatly ttmched at this proof of hoDO- 
rable conduct on the part of Ercole, and entreated 
him to persevere, and receive the answer of the king. 
In a short time letters were delivered to him from hia 
inajeaty,expressinghiaperfectreadineaB to afford him, 
as he had always wished, every assistance in hts pow- 
er, to accomplish the object he had in view, represent- 
ing that an occasion seemed now to offer itself, which 
ought not to be omitted, if he bad the resolution 
to execute what he had previously meditated ; and ex- 
horting him to rely confidently on the messenger now 
sent, as much as if be, the king himself, were present. 
Ercole immediately proceeded to lay these letters 
before Borso, who had scarcely read them before he 
received other letters, advising him to be upon his 
guard against Ercole, who entertained designs of 
depriving him both of his temtories and his life. 
Duke Borso, addressing the bearer of the letters 
aloud, relied : " Tell your master IVom me, that th« 
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long Berrices of prince Ercole towartls the house of 
Airagon, merit B fiir di&rent reward ; and that he 
oQght to beware, lest in his attempts to accomplish 
another's rum, he should chance to prepare hi* own." 
Thb was by no means an agreeable reply to the mes- 
senger, who was immediately dismissed. Borao then 
turning to Ercole, observed : " Continue, prince, to 
manifest the same regard for me, a regard which 1 
think my affection for you deserves. You shall have 
no reason to complain of me and my conduct towards 
you'in return." Ercole thanked him for these ex- 
pressions of esteem, and set out with cheerful and 
happy fedings on his return to Modena. 

When the king of Naples heard the insulting an- 
swer of duke Borso from his messenger, his indigna- 
tion was such, thu he now resolved to revMige him- 
self upon both. With this view he fixed upon 
several bold and reckless characters who dwelt in 
Modena, whom lie conceived best fitted for his pur- 
pose. Having formerly been acquainted with Ercole 
in Mftples, and lived upon familiar terms both with 
hiin and Borso, they, laying aside every feeling of 
gratitude and affection, consented to accomplish 
their ruin, on condition of receiving as the reward of 
their treason certain castles in the dominions of the 
kidg. They determined,- therefore, to flatter Er-^ 
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cole with the hopes of recorering his inberitance, 
and taking adTsntage of a &Toiuable occasion, they 
afPected to feel gte&t indigoation at the idea of his 
having been so long deprived of his rightiul heri- 
tage. " The truth is," they continued, " we haTe 
waited so long in vain for the death of Borso, diat 
we are now resolved to make you maater of your 
own territories by force. Besides, we do not feel at- 
all easy about your succession, as he will doubtless 
wish his n^^w Niccolo, in pursuance of his promise 
to his deceased brother, to succeed him. We will either 
kill him or take him prisoner, as you like best ; but 
we are determined that you shall henceforth become 
our ruler." In his indignation at their treachery, 
Ercole had very nearly betrayed himself; but check- 
ing himself, he affected to mter into dieir designs, 
merely requesting to know in what way they ima- 
gined it would best succeed. " It is the easiest diing 
in the world," answared the tr^tors ; " we are in 
Borso's confidence ; we have frequently feasted him 
at our tables, and as he ia soon coming our way, 
and has already sent to desire us to bear him com- 
pany, we can take measures to lay hands upon him 
as he comes, and thus deliver him into your power. 
You may then assume your just title and power : if 
you &Q' to do so, it will be entiiely yout own feutt," 
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■' This is ceiuinly a most excellent achone," re- 
turned Ercole; " and I think it may be efiected 
almost a5 easily as you say. Yet it will require 
mature consideration to bring it all to a favorable 
iHue. Come to me again to-morrow, and we will 
adopt final measures for putting it into execution." 
They then took their leave of Ercole, not a little 
elated with their imaginary success. 

Ercole, aware that this was a new snare laid tot 
him by the king, who wotild not fitil to accuse him 
to fiorso of treason, bringing these young men as 
witneasea against him, hastened secretly to Ferrara, 
under cover of the night, nor slackened his pace 
until he arrived at the palace, where be demanded ad- 
mission to the duke. Borso sent the messenger 
back to learn who was in his company ; and on hear- 
ii^ he was alone, he sent a guard of twenty cava- 
liers, with orders to admit none but Ercole, from 
whom he eagerly inquired the urgent nature of his 
buainesB. " The treachery of the king of Naples," was 
the reply, " aims not only at my life, but at that of 
your excellency :" and here Ercole repeated the 
whole of his last interview with the traitors, in which 
they endeavoured, by engaging him in their schemes, 
to accomplish the ruin of both. " I was on 
the point," he continued, " of chastising them as 
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they deserved ; but judged it better first to acquaint 
your excellency with the extent of theii rilhuny, tn 
order to abide by your opnion in this, as in all other 
afiairs." The duke was astonished on hearing their 
names, having always accounted them amongst the 
most iaithM of his adherents. Yet the voice, the 
eountenance, and the open manner of Ercole, gave 
so strong an assurance of his sincerity, that he did 
BOt T«iture to quesdmi, for a moment, the truth of his 
statements. Turning towards him with the utmost 
confidence, the duke exclaimed : " What am I faence- 
fixrth to think of the honour and fidelity of mankind, 
when these very persons whom I have so long trust- 
ed and' lavonred as ray fidends, are found guilty of 
ooBspiring against my life I Btit in order diat they 
may meet wi& such punishment as their conduct 
deserves, I should still wish you to feign approbation 
of their designs, and to render me an exact accoimt 
of all their motions," Ercole then mounted his 
horse, and returned to Modena, where he again met 
Ae conspirators on the following day, flattering diem 
Aat he was now prc^iaied to undertake the great 
enterprise fi)r which they were there assembled ; and 
that be entertained no doubts of its ultimate success. 
At the same time he took care to forward to the 
duke intelligence of every thing which occurred. 
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The ringleader of the plot, pretending that he wsb 
about to celebrate the marriage of one of his daugh- 
ters, set out to Ferrara, with 'ba invitation to the 
duke to &Tor him with the hottour of his companj. 
at the approadiing nuptials. Borso courteously com- 
plied with the request, and immediately sent to ac- 
quaint Ercole with the &ct, and with the measures 
whichhe conceived it most judicious to adopt. On the 
appointed day, when the conspirators were prepared 
to wait upon the duke, in order to escort him to 
Modena, they first called upon their friend Erct^e, 
to acquaint him, that early on the following morning 
they should set out to attend the duke, and deli- 
vering him a prisoner into his hands on their re- 
turn, hoped to hail him as the new ruler of Ferrara. 
" Heaven so prosper your design," cried Ercole, " as 
I mean to bestow upon each of you such a share of the 
prize, that you will never need to wish for more." 
They then proceeded to marshal dieir band of £>!• 
lowers, a troop of thirty horrc, aU brave and reckless 
men, who were appointed to meet on a certain day 
in the plains of Buon Porto, where they would be in- 
structed how to act. Ercole, on his side, had writ- 
ten to his brother Gismondo, the governor of Reggio> 
to furnish as many lances, and other troops, as he 
could collect, and then hasten to join him in Ho- 
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dens; or. follow with the Utnioat expedition to F^er- 
rara, in order to secute the persons of certain tnti- 
tors conspiring against hb own life and that of the 
duke. The-next ntoming, Bicole &nd the conepiiiatore 
mounted hone at the break of day, and set. out at a 
gentle pace, all in high spirits, and jesting with one 
anodier as they went along. But they had scarcely 
arrived at Finale, when they suddenly found them- 
selves BurromMled by Gismondo with four hundred 
hoise, and at the same moment Ercole unsheathed 
his sword, and rushing upon the leader of the con- 
spirators, who rode neai him, proclaimed him his 
prisoner ; crying out : " Yield, traitors, yield ! Did 
yoii imagine your base attempts against the noble 
duke's life and my own, were unknown to ub? No, 
you will soon meet with the juat vengeance your 
crimes deserve. Guards, seise your prisoners ; bind 
them and follow us to Ferrara." Thus secured, they 
were conducted to their dungeon in the castle, mo- 
mentarily awaiting the tidings of their doom. 

-After expressing his gratitude to the two brothers, 
the duke, dismissing them to the government <^ their- 
respective cities, commanded the Podesti to attend 
and take the depositions of the prisoitets, being re- 
solved to penetrate into dteir motives for sudt an 
Atrocious attempt. Perceiving no chance of mak-. 
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mg their escape, they confeased their guilt, of which 
tbey ^t truly sensible, and admHted that they de- 
sired to meet their &te, as they had aimed at com- 
passing the death both of Ercole and the duke. The 
Fodcst^, upon this, inveighed bitterly against their 
ingratitude and cruelty, in thus consenting, at the 
inatajice of their worst enemy, to turn their aims 
against their benefactor and friend, who had lavished 
innumerable honours upon them. Without pleadii^ 
the least mitigation of their crimes, the nnfortmuUe 
men could only entreat the Podesti that he would 
ileign to use his influence with die duke, to treat then 
rather According to his known clemency and gena<^ 
stty, than the strict toior of the law. On obtaining 
their confeEsions, the duke immediately proceeded to 
advise the king of Naples, that he had secured the 
band of conspirators, who were then awaiting their sen- 
tence at his hands : that he had been greatly shock- 
ed on discovering his majesty to have been a party 
to their design of assassinating two of hit majesty's 
most faithful adherents, as the duke and Ercole al- 
ways esteemed themselves ; one of whom had pro- 
moted his interests both in peace and war for abpve 
twenty years, while the other had shown himself ready 
ttt lay down his hfe and dominions in the same caioe : 
diat the sole fruits these men had reaped in their 
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nefuioiia attempt, were disgrace, impriBomneDt, and, 
were they. to meet with theii just deserts, a shametul 
death: ,tfaat &rUier,.it would-be. for his majes^'s 
interest in future, rather to acknowledge the servicea 
of his .faithful friends and servants, than to compass 
their deatniction by those desjHCable means which 
bad now . been more, than once employed against 
them. 

On reading, these, words, the conscience-smitten 
king manifested the strongest signs of emotion, and 
his pride sunk beneath the deep humiliadon which 
he Bufiered.. "Alas!" he cried, ".the duke only 
■peaks the .truth;". and such was his remorse, that 
suddenly laying aside his long fostered hatred, be 
wrote. back word, that if be had greatly erred in 
giving way to feelings of hostility against the noble 
duke and, his friend, he was now truly sony for it ; 
and wa« iiiUy sensible of the fidelity and good-will they 
expressed for him, of whidi he trusted to give more 
convincing .proofs in his future ^conduct. He en- 
treated at the same time that Borso would be equally 
ready to enter into his views, and as a pledge of 
tb«r cecQDCiliation, consent to release the unfortu-* 
Date men, wbo at his. instigatioa, had conspired 
againM their noble benefactor. 

When the duke bad perused the king's letter, 
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" Time only will show," he cried, "what are the 
real dispositions of the king towards me and Ercole. 
As for his appeal to my generosity in favor of the 
iwisoners, it is perfectly iinnecesHry, as I had already 
determined, without his interference, to pardon them. 
I shall, however, do it with the greater readiness, 
since we are of the same opinion upon the subject" 

The wretched men were then ordered to be brot^fat 
before the duke, who, having first obtained die con- 
sent of Ercole, addressed them in the following 
words : " Yoor treacherous and ungrateful conduct 
amply merito a more severe punbbtnent than it 
is in any human power to inflict. As I cannot do 
jrou justice, therefore, in diat respect, 1 trust the 
compassion I mean to show you may be stifflcient 
to overcome the base and heartless designs you en- 
tertained against your best friends. However little 
you may deserve it, you shall this day admit that I 
at least have learned how to temper my power, of 
which you wished to deprive me, with mercy, in 
pardoning the worst of malefactora. But should 
you repent of and amend your conduct, you may 
believe me whrai I say, duit I shall never remind 
you of what has passed ; the way is still open to our 
former favor and protection. Should you attempt to 
repeat your offence, yon shsll be held iqt to the 
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Wortd Eta a feitrfiil and memorable example of the 
Jud^em of teaven upon irreclaimable and inveus 
rate vice. But now I forgive you ; and my noble- 
minded friend, Ercole, forgives you, crusting that you 
will yet become worthy of yonr former selves, and 
give your irieods reason rather to love and to honor 
you, than to inflict upon you the penalties of the 
law," Here the duke stopped; while overpowered 
with a variety of feelings, the wretched men were 
unable to utter a word. Though snatched from the 
fete which awaited them, their shame and remorse 
were terrible : one of them at length, subduing his 
feelings, exclairaed in a voice scarcely audible : " Ob, 
my dear lord and master, the absolute devotion of 
our lives to your service, and that of your noble 
honse, under obligatioDs almost as deep and las^ng 
M we owe to heaven itself, will be too httle to ex- 
press our gratitude. We ventured hardly to look up 
to heaven for mercy, and yet we have found it in die 
very persons against whom our arm was raised. Show 
us then only how we can lay down the lives you have 
so generously spared, in some way for your honour 
and interest :" and the young man wept as he em- 
braced the duke's feet But the latter raising him up, 
pressed his hand affectionately in his own, observing 
the same manners towards the rest of the prisoners. 
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whom, after a-few days he dismiaied to their own 
almdee,' where they were received by Ercole with 
every demonBtration of kindnesB. 

Not long after this act of clemency, Ercole, by 
the death of Borso, succeeded to the dukedom, by 
the unanimous consent of the people, and the king of 
Naples, aware of his great prudence and bravery, be- 
suwed hia daughter upon him in marriage. And 
when the Venetians declared war against Ferrara, die 
duke was so well supported, that the republic, after a 
long and severe stru^le, was induced to propoge a 
fresh treaty of peace. 
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TuiRK was a Greek merchant iroin Corfft, who 
hBTing trafficked in various parts of Italy, at length 
settled in Mantua. His name was Filargiro, oite of 
the most avaricious characters i& the world; for, 
though he had realized a handsome property, all 
his thoughts were bent upon amassing more and 
more, his avarice still increasing with the increase 
of his wealth. It happened that on retumng one 
day &om a sale of some of his goods, with a purse 
of four hundred gold crowns, while engaged in 
transacting other businesH, he was unlucky enough 
to lose the whole sum ; nor was he aware of his loss 
untU he reached home. Arriving there, he opened 
an immense chest containing many thousand crowns, 
and on preparing to add the four hundred to the 

* Thia ikiT; ii taken from the uiteiBth of Petnii AlgduuMU. 
in wbidi we bsve a philggoplier instead of the Maiqiui of Maataa. 
The merchant, Ukewise, pretends that there weie two gddca 
•erpenti, though he only adveitUed the loes of one, which made 
his decdt more flagmnt, as the omisnon waj lejsfl probable* 
Ha itcny hu been imitated in innnmenble talei atfd facelia, 
bothFranch and Italian. Hittary ^ Pictiat, vol. H. p. 434. 
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number, he was struck dumb with utonishment to 
find that they were gaae. He uttered an exclamatkm 
of horror every time he put his hand into ew^ of his 
pockebi, till convinced at last that his loss was but too 
tnie, he ran off in great consternation along the p«4i 
be haid comei mquiring of the very dogs be met on 
the way whether they had seen or seised upon his 
treasure. He was quiiu uunfounded when he readied 
the place where he had first received the money, 
without obtaining the least tidings of it. Almoit 
overwhelmed with despair, he suddenly bethought 
him, aa a last resource, to apply to the marquis, en- 
treating that a public crier might be instantly sent 
forth, and ofiering the sum of forty crowns for tl>e re- 
covery of his treasure. With great courtesy the mar- 
quis acceded to his request, fxpreasing himself at 
(he same time concerned to witness the excessive af- 
fliction under which the unfortunate Filargiro seemed 
to labour. The reward was accordingly proclaimed, 
and the gold soon afterwards made its appearance in 
dte bands of one of those aged old ladies, who beiAg 
great devotees, always walk with their eyes upon the 
ground as they come &om church. In this way die 
discovered the lost treasure, and fearfid lest her con- 
science should be loaded with such a w«ght of gold, 
though exHemely pooTr she would have been vary 
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greatly {terplexed in wh^ way to act, had she not 
luckOy beard the crier Bimoimciiig the reward of 
fbr^ crowns, which she hoped she might receive 
with a safe conscience. Observing her destitute ^ 
peaiance, tbe marquis very bumandy inquired whe- 
ther she had any means of procuring her subsist- 
eoee, and whether she bad no one to assist her. " I 
have nothing," she repUed, " but what I gain by th« 
work of my bands, and tbe help of one daughter; we 
weave and spin, signor, to earn as much as we want, 
living in the fear of the Lord, in tbe beat way we 
aie able. My daughter, to be Hnre, I ihould wish 
to see married before I die, but I have nothiiv to 
give her for a portitHL" The marquis, on hearing 
the poor wonian's account of herself, bigUy praised 
her integrity in thus restoring what she might so 
easily have reserved for herself, and for a marriage 
portion for her daughter ; observing that it was an 
aclitui of which he feared that few others, under the 
same temptation, would have been capable. He 
then Bummoned tbe merchant, informing him that 
the lost treasure was found, and requesting him at 
the same time to put into the poor woman's baoda 
the stated reward. The raptures of the miser were 
truly amuabig when be beheld and seized upon the 
gt^ even in tbe preaeoce of the marquis ; but on 
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heariDg the demand of the stipulated atOD.hia coun- 
tenance again fell, and he began to think hotr he 
could possibly widifaold Uie promised renard. Hav- 
ing numbered the piWes once or twice exactly over, 
though he found them perfectly correct, he turoed 
towards the old woman, saying : " There - are four- 
and-thirty ducats short of the sum which I put into 
lliis bag." The old lady appeared -estremely con- 
fused at this accusation, exclaiming in a distressed 
tone to the marquis : " Oh, signor, can that be pos- 
sible ? is it likely I should have stolen thirty-four du- 
cats^ when I had it in my power to possess myself 
of the whole} No; believe me, noble signor, I 
swear as I value my hopes of heaven, that I have 
restored the exact sum which I found on my return 
from church ; not a single farthing have 1 taken out." 
But the miserly old wretch continuing to affirm 
most solemnly that the ducats were in the same bag 
with the crowns, and that she must consider them 
as a sufficient remuneration,' the affair seemed to 
perplex the marquis not a little. Yet when he re- 
fiected that the old miser bad only mentiimed the 
four hundred crowns in the first instance, be began 
to suspect his design of imposing upon the poor 
woman, in order to save the paltry sum offered as a 
reward. The marquis felt the utmost indignation 
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at the discovery of dtis ^ceit, believing no ^punish- 
ment to be too severe for thia despicable breach of 
&ith. But cbecking hla rieing passion for a moment, 
be reflected that the most effectual chastisement he 
couldbeatow upon the miser's attempt to impose 
upon the magistracy, would be to make him fall into 
the very anare he had laid for another. With this 
view, he thus addressed the merchant : " And why 
did you not mention the Aill amount of your loss, 
before proclaiming the reward?" " I overlooked it; 
I quite forgot it," was the reply. " But it seems 
somewhat strange that you, who appear so particular 
about trifles, should not have recollected the circum- 
stance of &e ducats. And as far as 1 can understand, 
you wish to recover what is not your own. I mean 
tosay that this bag of gold could never have fadonged 
toyouat all, since the sum you first mentioned is not 
to be found in it. I imagine the real. owner to be 
mysdf, since a servant of mine lost exactly the sum 
here contained, on the very same day you pretend to 
have lost yours." The marquis then turned towards 
the old woman, observing: " Since it is clear that 
the money is none of his, but mine, and you have had 
the good' luck to find it, pray ke^ it : the whole is 
-your own; presentitas a wedding gift to your daugh- 
ter. If it should happen that. you meet with another 
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puise, ccmtainiDg the ducats u well as the crowns, 
belonging to this gentleman, I beg yau will return 
it to him without demanding any reward." The 
poor lady expressed ber gratitude to the marquis 
for this generous mark of his fevour, and promised 
to observe bis directiona in every thing. The 
WKtcbed merchant, finding that the marquis had 
truly penetrated into his motives, and that there was 
Dot a chance of succeeding in his ne&rious design, 
declared that he was now quite willing to pay the 
reward he had pionused, if she restored the remain- 
ing money, which was indisputably his own, But it 
was now too late ; the marquis turning towards him 
with an angry air, threatened to punish him for suoh 
a disgraceftd attempt to defraud another of so large 
a sum ; since from his own account, it could not pos- 
sibly be his. " Get out of my presence, and beware 
bow you exasp^ate me further. K this good wo- 
nah should be fortunate enough to meet with the 
purse, with the exact amount you mention, she bai 
[ffomiaed to restore it to you untouched. That I 
think is enough." 

'Widiaut vmturing to answer a single word, the 
unhappy Filargiro was compelted to leave the jdace, 
unacconqianied by his newly-iecovered treaaure, and 
filled with sorrow and regret at having refused to 
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Ailfil the conditions he had made. The poor old 
wonun, on the other hand, went away oveijoyed 
with her unexpected good fortune, and fiiU of grati- 
tude to the marquia. She hastened to impart the 
ha[^y tidings to her daughter, who aSUt having long 
indulged a vain attachment, had at length the plea- 
sore of being united to tbe object of her choice, at 
« of the aTaricious old merchant. 
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At the period when tlie celebrated Giovanni Trivulzi 
was appointed by the king of France governor of 
Milan, the capital dty of Lombaidy, a certain noble 
youth resided there, of the name of Giovanni Pa- 
nigarola, whose bold and fiery temper involved him 
in frequent disputes, both with the soldiers and the 
citizens, to the no slight interruption of the public 
peace. This unruly disposition having more than 
once caused him to be brou^t before the governor, 
at the instance of several individuals with whom he 
had been engaged, he would probably have incuried 
the punishment due to his indiscretion, had not the 
venerable Trivuizi been more desirous of refomung 
offenders Aan of punishing them. Discharging him 
merely with a severe reprimand, out of regard to the 
feelings of the y«uth's family and friends, he trusted 
lliat he should hear of him no more. But this unfor- 
tunately was not the case ; the perverse and ungrate- 
ful youth still pursuing the same perilous career in 
spite of the entreaties and reproaches of his best 
friends. Even his union with a pleasing and accom- 
plished young lady of Lampogiani, named Filippa, 
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fidkd to convince bim of tbe folly of but conduct : 
her tmdemeas and anxiety were lavighed upon him 
in Tain, and ahe lived in daily expectation of hear- 
ing of some calamitous event. Though he alnays 
treated hei with the utmoBt kindness and a£fection, 
■be would -rather have been beraelf the victim of 
his quarrbkome and unhaj^ disposition, than' have 
beard-of his indulging it at tbe expense of others, 
and at the imminent risk of his own life. Unable 
to support this incessant anxiety, tbe fond Filippa 
would irequently conjure him to abstain from thus 
wantonly hazarding his reputation, and her own re- 
pose, for -the sake' of encouraging bo idle and- dan- 
gerous a prc^tensi^, which cost her so many tears. 
Then throwing her iair arms around bim, she de- 
daied tbat she could not long live under the tor- 
ments she endured on bis behalf, being in hourly 
dread of beholding him borne homewards a lifeless 
corpse. " 1 bad ratber," she exclaimed, " that you 
would at once pierce my bosom with your sword, 
than listen to the sad accounts I am daily expecting 
to hear of you ; so derogatory to your own honour 
and the name you bear, and frequently, I fear, so 
unjust towards the objects of your resentment. I 
entreat you, therefore, by our long attachment, by 
all my unutterable love and devotion to you, that, if 
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you hsve any pity or gentlenesa in your nature, you 
will henceforth become more reasonable, and avoid- 
ing occasions of embroiling yourself with others, 
consent to lead the blameless and honourable life for 
which your abilities attd your connexions are, in 
crery way, so well calculated to qualify you. Then, 
and then only, shall 1 consider myself truly happy; 
blest with your society, and enjoying the honour and 
respectability of your name." 

Whilst listening to the kind and judicious words 
of her he loved, Giovanni sincerely promised re- 
formation, and beUeved that he could renounce all 
his errors, and never more give her reason to Com- 
pbon: But when he was again exposed to tempta- 
tions, when bis boon companions repeatedly invited 
him, and half mad nith wine, he received imaginary 
insults ftom the guests, borne away by the force 
of his habitual passions, he quickly gave, or as 
quickly received offence. About this time, the kind 
governor, Trivuki, was recalled to France, and one 
of a. more severe and implacable disposition soon af- 
ter assumed bis place. Nor was it long before the 
luckless Giovanni embroiled himself in a hot dis- 
pute with an officer of the governor's guards, until 
proceeding fifom words to blows, they drew thdr 
daggers, and his adversary in a few seconds lay 
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dead at Giovanni's feet He was ipeedily secured 
by •everal other officeri vrho bad witnessed the fiict, 
and being carried before die new governor, was con- 
dmmed on the following da; to lose his head. When 
Aese tidings reached the ears of his poor wife, ao 
Ux from bMng prepared by all her former feara fbi 
§0 fiital an occurrence, she gave fvay to the extre> 
mity of wretchedness and despair. Inveighing 
against the cruelty of the governor, hei own and her 
hnsbood's unhappy fate, she beat her bosom, she tore 
her hair, and refused the consolations of her nearest 
reladves. " I will not be comforted," she exclaimed 
in a tone of agony, " you do not, you cannot know, 
die sufierings I endure ; and may God, in his infinite 
mercy, grant that none of you ever may I Away, 
erway then, and attempt not to assuage the burning 
agony I feel. It is worse than death ; and death I 
cotdd suffer a thousand times rather than my hus- 
band should thus wretchedly and igoominioBBly end 
his days." 

Fearing lest she might be induced by the excess of 
her feelings to put a period to her exist^ice, her 
friends were unwilling to leave her fot a moment 
alone. Yet finding tbeir attempts to consc^e her 
were vain, they stood silently about her couch, un- 
til the object of their solidtude having wearied her- 
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■elf widi her lamentatioiu, came at lengdi to the reso- 
lutioD ofehber saving her beloved husband, or periab- 
ing in the attempt. With this view she decided to 
her friraids arotmd hei that the only iueans of miti- 
gating her. sorrow, would 'be to procnire fw hei a 
final interview with her husband, that she might M 
least have the sad consolation of bidding him an 
eternal &rewell. Compaasionating her forlorn condi- 
tion, they all imited in soliciting their husbands and 
brothers , to .endeavour to obtain this favour &om the 
goveroor ; and it was penAitted that during that 
ni^t she might share the unhappy youth's irapiison- 
ment. Great was the emotion experienced on both 
sides whein they met; she threw herself into his 
arms, aild her tender reproaches half died away on 
her lips. "Alas! alaal to what a state has your in- 
considerate conduct reduced us I Have I lived to 
hear that to-morrow you are condemned to suffer 
death, and that 1 am doomed to live in the con* 
sdousness of such a sad and widowed lot! Ah, why 
did you not sooner yield to the repealed entreaties 
and reproaches of your unh^py wife ? Did I not 
teU you that some &tal consequence would .be sure, 
sooner or later, to follow ? It is come, and you have 
sacrificed life upon life to your widwd aitd in&tuated 
career. It is enough ; and we have now to pay the 
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ibrfeit-of all youi folly, and of all Ifear.aUsl I 

feai to flpeak it to one who gbould have time to re- 
pent, ere yet he die ;" and her soba here interrupting 
her voice, she gave way to a fresh burst of sorrow. 
He who had before appeared unmoved and collected, 
was now melted even to tears, on witnessing the 
deep sorrow of his wife, Imowing how fondly she 
was attached to him, and how ill able she was to 
sustain the sorrows in store for her. " My own Fi- 
lippa," lie cried, gfotly raising her up, " I' am sorry 
for you from the bottom of my soul ; but try to calm 
yourself: why distress yourself thus for me ? You.see 
I am not terrified at the fate which awaits me. I h^ 
rather tbus die, for having conducted myself vali- 
antly against the- brutal wretch who insulted me, than 
live ignominiously among my fellow citizens, under 
the control of the soldiers who domineer over us. 
One, at least, has pud the forfeit of his crime. 
■ Console yourself, therefore, my Filippa, seeing that 
I die honourahly, and not like a false traitor. or a 
bandit, but in the noble attempt to tame the feroci^ 
of tliose who too nearly resemWe them. It was the 
slave of the cruel governor who first provoked me to 
do the deed; nor oouH.I have received the insidtii^ 
language he made -use of, without covering myself 
with etnnsl in&my. llieD mourn not over my fate ; 
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approve yourself wwthy of my love ; and ai yem 
have ever shewn yonrself a sweet and obedient wiii^ 
so even now obey me in summoning fortitude and 
patience to beai our lot :" and kissing her tenderly, 
be sought to cmisole her by every mean* in his 
power. But his kindness seeming only to increase 
her grief, she declared that she should never be able 
to survive the affliction of losing turn thus, and that 
•be was resolved to save him or to perith in the at- 
tempt. " Therefore," she continued, " am I come ; 
and as I trust that the snKringawe have mperienced 
in this trying scene, will have made some impression 
on your mind, instead of fuTther indulging these wo- 
nanish complaints, we will sninmoB fortitude to 
avail ourselves of the last resource which Amane has 
\tit in OUT power." — " How ! what is it you mean ?" 
inquired her astoniihed husband. " That you should 
hasten to avoid the fate prepared for you by dia- 
gtusing youndf in these olothei, whioh I have 
brought hither for the purpose. Lose not a momoit, 
for as we are nearly of the same age, and I am jxtt 
much lower in stature than yon, the deception will 
not easily be detected ; and in my dieu you may 
make your eseape. The goards are all newly ap- 
pointed, and unacquainted with your petios. Once 
safe jronrad^ indulge not the least amdety about nw. 
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I am innocent, and, vindictive as lie may be, the go- 
TCmor will not venture to shed innocent blood." — 
" We cannot tell that," rqiUed Giovanni, " and the 
very poaaibility of it is HuJEdent to make me decline 
jtour kind and noble-hearted ofier. Should be even 
threaten you witb death, my Filqipa, tbe governor 
would be certain to have me in hie hands again to- 
moirow. So say no more of this, my love," he con- 
tinued, as he kissed away her fast &Uiiig tears, " and 
do not bdieve that I wouM tbui vilely fly, as if I 
vere afraid to meet my late. What nill the worid, 
what will my dearest friends and fellow citiseis uy. 
iriiN) they hear that I have absconded^ at the riak of 
your life, and thus confirmed the worst reports of 
my adversaries ? No, Filippa, never ; let me here 
terminate my restless days rather than in any way 
GOidAnger yours, which are fiur more |arecious in my 
ey«." 

But the affliction and despair exhibited by his 
gentle wi& on hearing these words were such as may 
be easier imagined than exprtasei; uw did she 
eease uttering the most wild and incoherent lamenta- 
tiont, uadl entertaiiung fears lor ber reason, he re- 
tracted his purpose, and promised to &vout ber de- 
sign. And as she now assisted him, between sobs 
and smilM, to asswne his female attire, she declared 
k2 
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that she could have borne the thought of his deatli, 
fighting bTiTely in the fidd, or in anj my, excq>t 
by the hxnds <^ the public executioner. " It' would 
then," said riie, " have been my duty to support my- 
self; bnt the very idea of jwur dear life being thus 
thrown, like a wild weed, away, would have embit-. 
tered all my tutiu% existence. For I recollect hav- 
ing frequently heard my honoured father say, and he 
was one of the most valiaat and high-minded of our 
dtizena, that the truly brave ought never to shun 
death when a noble occaaioR oflets of serving either 
their country or their friends ; but that it must be 
truly grievous to the wretch who is compelled to 
meet it unsupported by any generous enterprise, or 
any sense of honour. And alas 1 1 fear yon would, 
at last, fed yourself too much in the latter situation, 
and for m}rself, I should doubly feel it. So now, 
dearest love, I entreat you to use every precaution in 
your power to avoid discovery, and effect your- es- 
cape ; breathe not a syllable to any one till you are 
beyond the reach of danger ; consent not to gratify 
the cruelty of the governor, but save yourself, for 
more honourable enterprises,, which may confound 
the malice of your enenues ;" and saying this she 
conjured him. to hasten away. 
.' Taking a hasty farewell, therefore, Giovanni bound 
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his .doak more closely about him, and presented himi 
self, jiut as the moining dawned, before the sendnds 
of the prison. Believing him to be the lady on hei; 
return, from her husband, he was allowed to pass, 
without examination or suspicion. In the morning 
the officers entered the prison to .Iwtd the hands of 
the culprit, and lead him fortii to execution ; when 
the lady, turning suddenly round upon them, in-; 
quired, with. sn .air of authority, whether they had 
been commissioned to treat her with this indignity ? 
Otn discovering her sex, and atler searching every 
part of the prison for the real offender in vain, the 
governor was immediately made acquainted with the 
truth. He ordered her to be instantjy conducted 
into his presence, in the. utmost rage atthe idea of 
basing been thus overreached by a woman ; and <o 
&r from GommiseraUag her situation, he threatened 
her with. the severest pnnishmoit,- declaring that hA 
life shoold aiwwer for bis, and commanding the of- 
ficers upon their duty, to proceed to the' place of ex- 
ecution. Thither then the devoted wife was carried,' 
in spite of her tears and entreaties, and those of 
the surrounding people, among whom ddings of the 
fact having jpiickly gone forth, a vast concourse of 
each sex, . and of all aged, , were speedily asseibUed. 
Mingled bqtow .and admiration were, depicted on 
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every Goantenance, and each man]]' breast buFoed 
with admiiatioa of a woman of such exalted fiddity 
and truth) and with a wish to rescue her fima so uH' 
merited a doom. But everywhere surrounded by 
the tyrant's satellites, the wretched lady, invoking 
the name of her husband, and t^pealing for justice 
and mercy in vain, now approached the scene of her 
execution, and amidst the horror and indignation of 
the spectators, was on the point of sealing her un- 
exampled fidelity with her life. At this moment a 
loud cry was beard amongst the spectators, a sword 
flashed above the heads of the people, and the tumult 
approaching nearer, Giovanni issued from the crowd, 
and the next moment had rescued his beloved wife 
from the soldkn' hands. Yet fearful lest any act of 
violence might invdve them both in the same &te, 
he instantly surrendered his sword, and embracing 
hia weeping wife, " Did I not tell you, that I would 
never parmit you to &11 a victim to your incompar- 
able generosity and truth ? Unhand her, wretehes," 
he cried, turning towards the officers, " I am your 
prisoner, and diose bonds are only mine," — " No 1 
obey the governor's commands," cried the lady, " it 
is I who am sentenced to suffer ; venture not to dis- 
pute his orders; no, I will not be rdeaaed," Ae 
continued, as they were about to set her firee ; and a 



Digiiizcdt* Google 



ucc. V. KOT. rr. 16S 

toene of nutiuL tmdeniera md deTodoQ dien took 
pUce, whidi drew team from the haidest heart. 

Li the meftit time the goveraot, havmg heard of 
thfl arrival of Giovanni, with the same unrelentiiig 
cruelty gave orders that both ahould be executed oA 
the Ipot: the husbuid for the homicide he had oom- 
mitted, and his consort for e(!bcting the rdeoK of 
the cHfflinal from priaou. The indignation of the ok 
tuwn* on hearing this inhuman emtence could no 
limger be controlled. An inBtantaneous attack wai 
made upon the soldien and officers of the guard, 
who were pievented from proceeding with their cruel 
jnupone, while numbers rushed towards die mannon 
of the governor, declaring that they would have jua- 
tke, and insisting that the whole afiair should be 
laid before the king. Thau^ highly enraged at thk 
popular interference with his sanguinary measurei, 
the governor was compelled to bold before the 
■tann, and with evident reluctance submitted to re- 
fer the matter to bis royal master. This was no 
other tlum the edehnted Francis, whcne singular 
iwngiwnimity, united to his j^eonng and courtoou* 
manners, still render him bo justly dear to the French 
pec^. 

On receiving an account of the noble and gsne- 
RHM muuHf in which the Udy had conducted her- 
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ael^ and of the irortli and tsIqut of ber hnBbtmdi 
with the proofs of mutual fidelity aud affection which 
, they had diapUyed, King Francia, with his uaual 
libershty and clemency, issued his comtnands, that 
they should instantly, without any further proceed- 
ings, be set at hlwrty. He, moreover, expressed his 
high admiration of their mutual truth and constancy) 
and approved of the good feehng and spirit evinced 
by the Milanese people, declared hia only regret to 
be,' that it was not in his power to raider such ex- 
amples of heroic worth as immortal as they deserved 
to be. After a more strict investigatiou of the un- 
haipipy afiair in which Giovanni had been last engaged, 
it was discovered that his adversary had really been 
the aggressor, and bad instigated bim, both by words 
and blows, to the terrible revenge which he had 
taken, in prosecutiug which, at the risk of his own 
life, he bad laid the insulting soldier dead at hig feet. 
-. Great was the triumph of the people of Milan 
when the ' tidings of the pardon of the prisoners ar- 
rived, and they paraded the streets with shouta of af 
plauae in hononi of King Francis, vriiose clemency 
and magnanimity' failed not to add'to his popularity 
among all ranks. Nor was the rage and disappoint- 
ment of the bad governor inferior to the joy of the 
people upon this occasion, as he beheld the procession 
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beaiingthehappypair in triumph totheirhome. The 
inhabitanU instantly deapatched a deputation to the 
French monarch, expressing their grateful sense of 
his kindness, and their devoted attachment to his 
royal person. 

Such, likewi»e, was the &vourable impression made 
upcm the character of Giovanni by this occurrence 
that, influoiced also by the exc^ent example of his 
wife, he, &om that period, entir^y sbandooed the 
dangerous courses which he had so long pursued.* 

* The itratagem whidi conjugal affectioa hen niggcMi to tba 
wife of the cHminal, ku been nKve thin once succendillf ync- 
tUed in real Ule. The two moit roenMiable iniluicei air IboK 
of the Earl of Nitludale, who by this ■neans escaped from the 
Toweiin 1716, and Caiut La Valette, whole deliverance under 
■aiii, is freah in the public n 
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After the death of Leo the Tenth, the Holj S«e 
long Tenuuned Tacant, owing to the want of unaoi- 
mity of (pinion among the Cardinals, who were un- 
wiUing to advance to the papal dignity, any one of 
those sitting in the conclave, such were their clashing 
interests. This divisiim afterwards led to the pro- 
motion of Adriano, who had most probably never 
(lieamed of such an honour during the whole course 
of his life. 

During the interim there arosemany serious tumults 
and disturbances in Rome, and mote especially in the 
immediate vicinity, where the woods and roads were 
on all sides infested with banditti, so that no travellers 
could pass willi safety ftom place to place. Although 
the govemnient exercised the utmost vigilance in re- 
pressing these disorders, their authors still found an 
asylum in the caves and mountains, whence they only 
issued to &11 like wild beasts upon their prey, and 
woful was the fate of those who fell into their hands. 
It was during this period that Adriano arrived at 
Rome to assume the pontifical chair, and having ar- 
ranged the internal affairs of the city, he attended to 
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&e complaints of the mcreuing diBordert in tfae vi< 
dnity, resolving to take measures to extirpate the 
whole race of banditti out of bis donunionB. Sam* 
rooning the head of the police to his prsaence, to 
him he committed the charge, as the moat conrage- 
. ODB and prudent officer he knerr, of peoetrUiDg into 
the hidden retreata and iastneesea occupied by (hew 
ferocious men. AfW receiving his conmuasion, die 
officer immediately provided himself with a sdect 
company, both of horse and foot, ready fiimiriied 
with all kinds of anns and equipments, and attend- 
ed by a vaat number of the fiercest dogs, as if be 
had been about to make an expedition, to data 
the woods and mountaina of the beasts of prey. 
On arriving pretty near their haunts, his first ob* 
ject was to draw a line of circumvslladon around the 
sUong places which he had ascertained to be die 
chief rendezvous of the banditti; and then gradually 
drawing into a narrower circle, with strong nets ao 
spread aa to prevent escape, he advanced to t&e 
sound of honu and bugles, mingled with die shouta 
of men and baying of the doga, to rouse these hn- 
man monatera from their lairs. The better to disco- 
ver diem, they now urged on the blood-hounds to 
the track, which soon obliged the robbers to shew 
diemselves, aod asaume an attitude of defence. The 
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officer commenced a vigorous assault, and ttfter.a 
■harp contest, in which several were killed, the rob': 
ben, intimidated hjr superior numbers, and the shouta 
of men and the baying of dogs, took to flight, each 
attempting to save himself in the best way be could. 
Upon this a strange scene presmted itself, ibr the 
dogs, encouraged by their flight, pursued tbem with 
the utmost fiiry, running by their side, and seizing 
them by the legs or throat, which compelled the men 
to wheel round, and engage them with their sabres. 
Whichever way they fled, they sdll found themselves 
surrounded at all points, by dogs, and neta, and 
awords, from which they vainly endeavoured to extri- 
cate themselves. In diia manner they continued to be 
gradually inclosed within a sdll narrower space, and 
th«r whole number being thus brought together, they 
again resolved to make a desperate stand. Though 
they ibu^t with the strength of despairing men, it 
was BtiU of no .avail ; and having no further place 
of .refuge, they were all either killed or taken upoo, 
the spot. The survivors were hanged upon; the neat- 
est trees, without the least trial, or any investigation 
into their crimes, while their bodies were left a prey: 
to the wolves and vultures of the mountains. 

Out of the whole number there were only about 
twenty, who .contrived to elude the vigUance of the. 
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WBty and vsliuit officer, and his men. TbcBe were 
Bome, who on hearing their first appiOach from a 
neighbouring wood, and alaimed by the sound of 
bugles, and &e chtmour of the battle, concluding 
their comrades had fallen, fled as far as possible 
from their accustomecl haunts. They at length drew 
up at an inn several miles distant, with the tnteotion 
of there awaiting tidings, of the result, baring previ- 
ously arrayed themselves in the rich dresses which 
bad formerly belonged to more honourable person- 
ages. To ^ve a greater air of probabihty to dieir 
new characters, a few of tbem had remained in their 
usual attire, the better to personate servaDts, who 
were attending upon Uteir masters. Their leader ap- 
peared as one of the servants, perfectly aware of the 
magnitude of the danger, and quite on the. alert. 
The gentlemen entered lirat, with a rolling and idle 
motion of their limbs, calling for rooms, and what- 
ever the house could afford of the best ; while their 
servants waited humbly at a distance. 

In the mean while the officer having despatched his 
sanguinary business in the wood, gathered, up bis 
nets and the spoils of victory, proposing to proceed 
in dte same manner, and enclose the.adjacoit thicket. 
In his pn^ress, however, he encountered, a ^ep- 
herd, who informed him that he would only ^lose his 
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labour, hy repealing the aaioe <^>ecMioii, as he had 
just met a party of the banditti, dressed like gea- 
tlemen, coming oiiC of the wood, on their way to 
Naples. The officer, bring Teaolved to ascertain the 
truth of this account, sent forward one of hia spies to 
obtain inlbrmBtioD, following him at an easy pace. 
The man proceeded until he arrived at the very inn 
where the gentlemen had put up, and introdudng 
himself as a stranger, he ordered diaoer to be pre- 
pared. The gHitlemen, however, wighing to be 
thought courteous, invttedhim to dine with theni,aBd 
entering into convorsatioa, when they found he was 
gomg on to Najdes, inquired if he bad lately beard any 
thing new 1 " Nodiing very new, signor," relied the 
stranger, " except that as I came out of Rome, I hqt- 
pened to meet the brave head of the police return- 
ing, and he told me that he had just made such com- 
plete havoc amongst tbe banditti, that he believed 
there was not one \eh alive." Oveijoyed on bearing 
this, the villains begku to think themselves quite se- 
cure ; for the office, tbey hdieved, had now returned 
bwne, suppoaiiq; they had all fallen into his hands. 

After dinner the stranger got up, saying that he 
must proceed to Naples ; bat returning instantly to bis 
employer, he informed him that he bad found the lob- 
bera enjoying thonselvea at the inn. In a very short 
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apace of time the brave officer was alao there; bntjoat 
M he was about to enter, the leader of the robfaen, 
atandiug behind bis pretended master's chair, near the 
window, observed the concourse of people at hand, 
among whom he marked also the identical stranger 
who had just left them. He was on the point of 
acquaintiRg hia companioni, when he reflected thst 
all means of escape being cut off, he should only 
impUcate himself in their fate in the tumnh which 
would ensue. As a last effini to save hinuel^ he 
dierefbre only <A)seiTed to his master: "I tasted an ex- 
e^tratwinejustnowin the cellar, and I think, Agaar, 
it would suit jpour taste : I will step and see that the 
host ph^ you fikii about it ;" aaying which, and car- 
rying a huge dish before him, he somewhat promptly 
left the apartment. As he went down stjurs he met 
the oflilcer and his myrmidons naming up, who sup- 
peeiog him to be one of the servants of the htaiee, 
inquired in what raanner the strange gentlemen 
above w«e then employed ? " They are s^ at 
table," he aoswoed, in a pert tone, " and I am just 
going to bring them some more wine." — " Wdl, go, 
you rogue," returned the other, " and we wiU Stink 
il."-^" As you please for that, gentlemen," answered 
the waiter, and hastened as quickly as possible into 
the vaolt, thence exploring his way out by a se- 
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cret passage, until he found hiratdfina ^ace of 
safety. 

The officer had by this time seized and secured 
the party af gentlemen at table, and taking pos- 
■esiion of their seats, ordered a fresh dinner, every 
moment expecting the excellent wine which the rogue 
of a waiter had promised to bring. At length turn- 
ing to the host, he desired to know what that waiter 
'of hia, whom they had met on the stairs, was ao very 
long about ? " No waiter of mine is gone for wine, 
signor ; he belonged to the party of gentlemen whom 
you have just seized." — " AH, can that be true?" 
cried the officer. " It is, it is," cried the whole 
band, as if displeased that he was not to share tlie 
same fate. " He was our servant ; tbat is, he was 
our captain, we mean. In that disguiae he has im- 
posed both afoa you and upon us. For, seeing 
you at hand, as we have reason to b^ere, he pre- 
tended to go for wine, and left- ua, without saying, a 
word, to &I1 into your hands, escaping trom the fate 
which he saw prepared for his companions, and thus 
shewing himself as prudent as we have been vain and 
Foolish." 

Enraged at the idea of having been thus outwitted 
by the chief of the gang, whom be was in particular 
desirous of securing, the officer everywhere sought 
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to discoTer his retreat, but in vaiii. He was at 
length compelled to return with his other prisonetB 
to Rome, where the unfortunate gentlemen immedi- 
ately shared the fate of their companions. 

The sole aurvivor of the gang, who, by his cool- 
ness and penetration had saved himseli^ succeeded in 
secretly leaving the papal dominionB, and retired be- 
yond the jurisdiction of the church into the Floren- 
tine territories. He had there time to repent, and 
abandoning the wicked career upon which he had 
first entered, he became a very honest citizen, and an 
example of sobriety, industry, and charity to all his 
neighbours. 
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Xhis very pleasing novelist was bom at Florence, 
on the 22d day of March. 1503. He was of good 
descentr the family of the Grazzini of Staggia being 
accounted noble, and ranking among the wealthiest 
citizens of Florence : many of its branches are still 
vigorous and flourishing. Little more is known rda- 
tive to osr author's early life and education, than 
that he was brought up to the medical profession, 
which be soon abandoned Sor the more agreeable 
pursuit of letters. la this new career he acted in 
concert with the earliest founders of one of the most 
celebrated literary institutions of Italy, the Academy 
Delia Crusca ; and he was also a member of the 
Academy which adopted the title of the Umidi. It 
was incumbent on each of the members of the latter 
society, in support of their character as Vmidi, to 
.assume the name of some fish, for which reason 
Grazzini took that of // Liuca, or the Mullet. From 

. * La Prima e la Seconda C«na di Anton-Franccaco Oraumi, 
dctio il LsM*, && 
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the Libra de' Capitoli, we learn that his appropriate 
device was a muHet in the act of awimming, upon a 
greea shield, with a butterfly diaplaying ita winga 
above. Thia k supposed by some ingenioua critics 
to allude to the strange snd whimsical talents of our 
author ; thia fish being accuatomed to launch itself 
out of the water in pursuit of butterflies, whose flights 
he conaidered as a type of his own vagariea. It is in- 
deed thia remarkably lively diaposition which runs 
through hia whole style and manner, that renders 
Lasca so great a favourite with the Italians, though 
- it is difflcult to discover in hia novels themselves any 
striking daima to auperiority. For, admirably told 
as they are, the subjects are often less h^py than 
those of very inferior writers. 

Besides his novels, Gnuszini was the author of ae- 
veral comediea and poems, most of which are richly 
imbued with the same humorous spirit that he dia- 
played in his stories and conversation ; and he often 
expresses himself with attic elegance and wit. With 
regard to style, hia works were beld in such estima- 
tion as to be enumerated among the letli di lingua, 
being in general easy, simple, and elegant. They 
betray tio traces of imitation, and are free from the 
«fifeetation of employing obsolete words and phraies. 
Of all Ijte writers of his age do one Aerefere can be 
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ftfopoted aa a mote perfect modd of &e aim|dici^ 
snd beauty of which tbe Italian language u ao hi^li^ 
susceptible. 

Laaca baa moreover the merit of originality in his 
muiner of intioduoing hia atones. Instead of avail- 
iag himael^ like Cinthio and so many others, of die 
example of Boccaccio, which produced a hostof ser- 
wUft imitatora, who would seem to have caught every 
lUng but the nujuiaite ease and spirit of th^ an- 
ginal, Lasca feigna, that during the ptmdficate of 
!*tul III. and in the reign of those great piinceSi 
Charles V. and Frandi I. a party of youi% petqile 
toet together one allenioon, at the bouse of a ticb 
widow lady, in wder to visit her brotb^j then i;esid- 
ii^ with her, one of the moat amiable young men in 
all-Florence, and who beii^ passionMely fond ofmu- 
aie, possessed a collection of die finest musical in- 
stnunents and xoelodiea for tbe entertfunment of his 
young friends. While engaged on this occasion in 
pofomiing a little concept, the sky suddenly becomes 
overcast, and a heavy anow-storm foUows, of which 
the company take advantage to amuse themselves 
by assailing one another with snow-balla. When 
wearied widi ihdr other sports, they assemble round 
th^ evening fire, andasalastresouice, it is suggest- 
ed that they should attempt to beguile the thne ratQ 
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the hour of «upper, with rdating'these Btories. . As 
the notice,' however, is bo very short, the tales of thai 
first winter evening are soon told ; and it is there- 
foreagreed, after the preparation of a week or two, 

assemble again in order to regale themselves with 
odier stories of greater length. Whether they had 
the [deaaure of hearing these, remains a secret, 
'as it is certain that many of them never made their 
-appearance, having eidier been altogether lost, or .con- 
tinuing still unedited, if yet in existence. 

The second evening, comprehending ten stories, 
was first edited in 1743, and was aflerwarda repub- 
lished, along with the first evening, at Paris, though 
with the date of London, in 1756. "The ninth of 
die second night," says Mr. Dunlop, "corresponds 
-with the seventh of Firenzuola, and the tenth with a 
' tale of Fortini. The laat story contains an account 
-of B'crud, and by no means ingenious trick, practised 
lay Lorenzo de' Medici on a physician of Florence." 

The death of Lasca occurred in 1663> in the 80th 
' jtai-oihia age. 
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SECOND EVENING, NOVELLA I. 

Ws learn from ancient accounts of Pisa, tha,t,it wa« 
-fbrmerly esteemed one of die.moat wealthy and pow- 
erful cities, not only of Tuscany but of all Italy, and 
c^biated fbr the courage and activity of its inhabi- 
tants. It happened ihat, a considerable time previ- 
ous to its subjugation by ihe Florentine repubUc, a 
certiun Milanese doctor, who had been studying me- 
.dicine at Paris, came, for a short time; to take up his 
.residence there. During his stay, he met with, such 
-uncommon success in his practice among the citizens, 
several of whom he had'snatchedfrom the very jaws 
of destruction, that with fees and reputation increas- 
ing upon him so bat, he scarcely thought himsdf 
.justified in leaving a place, to the customs and, man- 
ners of whose inhabitants he was already becoming 
attached. He therefore felt indined to abandon his 
native ciQr altogether, and very shortly ceased even 
to think that there was such a place as Milan in the 
-world. For he had heard, only a few days before 
' hb Birival at Piaa; that bis aged molherv the sole re- 
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latum whom he had left bdiind, had departed this 
liie. So he bdiered that he could do nathing better 
than continue where he was, and at no distant period, 
b; fau industry and auccesa, he amassed a oonaider- 
able fortune, took an el^ant house, and aasumed 
the dignified title of Maestro BasiUo da Milano. 

Soon after, he had tbe {deaimre of h&Ting it fre- 
quently hinted to him by several reapectaUe Pi- 
ganese, that the honour of his ^ance would, Iqr no 
means, be nnacceptable to -dtem, and mat^ were die 
yotmg beauties who passed in review before him. 
Yet he at length fixed his «ye8 upon a yaung lady, 
^toth of whose parents were deceased, and vdio, 
though not rid), was of a good &mily. She brought 
the doctor httle more as her wedding portion than 
file house she tived in, thongh she afterwards pre- 
sented bim with a large family ; and for many years, 
increasing in wealth,'Aey lived extretiiely ha[^>i^ t»- 
gether. By this lady he had three sons and a daugh- 
ter, the latter of whom, as welt as one of her bro- 
thers, theii parents very liappily bestowed in mav- 
riage, when they became old enough to settle in the 
world. The yotmgeat boy had a decided taste for 
letters, while the second, who gave bis parents great 
anxiety, was of an extremely dull and obstinate dii- 
position, wi& a gre«t avrasion to learning and tmry 
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amuble, when hia negatiTe was mce pronounced, 
it was as unalterable as his own nature. The doctor 
at last findii^ that he could mould him into no- 
thing, to get rid of him, sent him into the countty, 
irbsK he bad purcliased, at l^aat, halt a dozen dif- 
ferent estates, and wbitber he was fond of retirix^ 
to escqie die continued noise and turbulence of the 
city. But about ten jeaxa after he had despatched 
his son Lazzaro, for this was the fbors name, into 
dns retreat, there arose a dreadfhl malady in Pisa, 
which carried off numbers of people, in a violent 
fever, which subsiding into a deep lethargy, they 
awakened no more, and it was moreover as infectious 
as the plague. Hie doctor, desirous of shewing big 
skill, and takii^ the lead of the other physicians on 
Ais occasion, exposed himself so fearlessly for his 
fees, that he took the infection, which soon set at de- 
fiance every applicadwi of his most esteemed symps 
and recipes, and in a few hours he retired &om ^ 
profisuion for ever. Nor waa this all, fi» he commn- 
mcated die disease to his fimiily, and one after mother 
they all' died, until there was only an dd nurse lefl 
alive in the house. 

It was, indeed, a dreadful visitation upanall Pisa, 
and the mortality' would have beeo' still greater, bad 
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Dot the survivors fled in baste from the city. : With 
die change of season, however, its severity seemed 
to. mitigate, the persons attacked gradually reco- 
vered, the inhahitsnts .returned to their houses, and 
the people resumed their usual occupations. 

It was now that Lazzaro succeeded to all the pro- 
perty lef^ by faia deceased reladons, though he meiety 
added a single domestic to the reduced estahlishment 
of his father, consisting only of the old aervatU. .His 
tarms and the receipt of his, rents were left in the.caro 
of an agent, as he bestowed jio attention tkpon business. 
Many families, notwithstandmg, appeared anxious 
for. the honour of his alliance, without making the 
slightest objection to his rusticity and folly ; but the 
.only. answer that he uniformly returned to these pro- 
:posals.was, that he had made up his mind to wait 
for at least four years, and that he afterwards might, 
-perhaps, be induced to think of it. Ashe was known 
ineyer:to have changed his. mind, no one importuned 
him further upon the subject. Though he was fond 
.of amusements in his own way, he admitted no one 
to. his : confidence, and started on beholding a card 
of invitation like a guilty, spirit at the sign of the 

~ Opposite to his hou^e there resided a man of the 
:nap^ pf Gabrifllo, wjth his mSe and two childioi, a 
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boy about five years old, and a little girl, nhwn lie 
supported as nell as he was able, by hisakiU iabird- 
catchiitg and fishing. - Though his abode Tvas.huiid>le, 
his nets and cagies were of the very beat conHtructidn, 
and he mauaged them so judiciously, that with die 
assistance- of his wife, Santa, who had the reputation 
of an excdient sempstress, he made a very pretty liven 
lihood.^ It happened that Gabriello was an exact 
counterpart, -in voice, countenar^e, and-appearancci 
of our foolish friend Lazzaro ; their very complexion 
andtbeiibeardawere'of the same cut and quality. If 
they - were not twin brothers, they ou^t to -have 
been so, for they were not only of the same age and 
stature,, but in their taste and manners they g^reAtty 
resembled each other. It would have been impossilde 
even for - the fisherman's wife to hare recognized 
Lazzaro, disguised in the dress of her husband ; the 
only distinction that could be made waa,'tbat one was 
dressed as a labourer, and the other like i gentleman; 
Pleased with the happy resemblance which he could 
not'bnt acknowledge between himself and the fisher- 
num, and &ncying it laid him under a sort of obli^ 
gationibr which he felt grateful, he began to solicit 
his ac«puu»tance. Thi» he did in the pleasanteat 
manner possible, frequently sendingbim good things 
fiorahis' table, and* bottle qf dd winer The.fisbi . - 



Digiiizcdt* Google 



309 AMTOM-rUMCKMO aSAZIIItl. 

ennsn'B grstitude wm bo pleating, tltst be Boaa slso 
NDt for bin to dine and sup with him, pauing tbe 
vrtsBOgi in the moat agreeable coavenUiaM imagis- 
aUe ; du adventures of the good' fisherman, and the 
prodigioua Uea he told, being a never-failing aoinne 
of admiration Uid deligb' to Laasaro. For the S^t- 
erman'a skill extetided far beyond his art, and the 
rogne contrived to insinuate himself into the gottd 
giacea of his patron, until tbe latter was hwdfy ever 
easjr out of his company. 

Thus, haviag one day treated his rustic ftiesd to a 
noUe feast, they began to talk, over their wine, of 
the various modes of fishing, all of which were ez-^ 
plained greatly to ibe satisftction of the host, Nowv 
however, seemed to take bis &ncy so much as tbe 
description of tbe diving net, on vduch tbe fiaberman 
dwelt with uncommon enthusiasm, aa the most tue- 
M and d^gbtM invention in the world. It inapited 
ZAaaaro with the ambition of immediately witnessing 
a i^tecimen of this part of the piscatory art, in wbiiA 
great fish may be caught, not with nets and lioea 
merely, but with the veiy mouth, a drag-net hanging 
round the neck of tbe diving fisherman I " Ob, let 
as go now I let us go now^" exclaimed the baj^ 
Laasaro, wh3e the guest, aa tisiiid, ex^rensed hinnrif 
ready lo attend bis patron. As it h^psMd' to be tht 
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iniildleofiuinmeT,nothingGOuld be better; andfini^- 
in^ theii deuert, Gabriello took hb drag-neta, and 
the^ went out together. Th^ bent tbeir way dirougfa 
the Porta ft Mare, directly towards the Amo, along 
the fence of pales, above the great batdc crowned with 
aldeT-trees, spreading a most delicious dtade. There 
As fishennan b^^ged his patron to sit down and re- 
fieah himadf, while he observed the manner in whicli 
be should proceed. Haring first stripped himself, he 
bound llie nets round his anus and neck, and.lhen, 
boldly idnnging into the river, down he went. But 
being a conqtlete adept at his business, he rose agiun 
very shordy to the sui&ce, bringing up with him at 
one drag, eij^t or ten great fish, all of the best kind. 
This was a real miracle in the eyes of Laszaro, ^lo 
bonld not divine how he could possibly see to catdi 
thera under water, and he resolved to ascertain the 
manner in which it was done. With this view, "beiog 
a hot July day, and thinking that a cold bath mi^t re- 
fresh him, he prepared, with Gsbriello's assistance, to 
step in. He was conducted by him to a shallow part, 
and when about up to his knees, Gabriello left him to 
his own discretion; oidy warning him, that though the 
bottom shdved down very gradually, be had better 
go iio &nher than where a certain post rose above 
the rest, and pointing It out to him once mts^j he 
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pursued Iris business. Lazziro felt singular plea- 
sure in being thus left to himself, and splasbing 
about, performed all sorts of antics in the water. HiB; 
eyes were often fixed in admiration upon' bis fii^od 
Gftbriello, who every now and then rose from the bot-: 
torn *iib a fish in his mouth, the better to please his 
patron, who at this sight could no longer restrain his 
ap^flause.: 

" It is very plain now," he cried, " that it must be 
light under water, or he could never have seen how 
toxatch that fish in his mouth, besides all the oth^s ' 
in his net; I wish I knew bow." So saying, the 
next time that he saw GabrieUo dive, he imitated the 
motion by ducking his head, and at the same' time 
losing his footing, slipped gently down, till be not 
only reached the post,' but passed it with his bead 
still under water. When he fairly got out of bis 
depth, still trying whether he could see, it appeared 
a strange thing' to him ; for he found he coidd no 
longer get his breath, and he endeavoured in' vain to 
fight his way up again, the water pouring in at bis 
raguth and ears, at his nose and eyes, in such a way 
that he could see nothing. In short, the 'current' at 
length catching him, bore him away in perfect amaze- 
ment, and he was' too far goiie- to cry oiit for help. 
Oabriello was in the mean time' einployed in diving 



Digiiizcdt* Google 



down into a large hole he bad discovered near the 
Bt^es, ftdl of fieh, which h^ was handing into ha 
net with the greatest alacrity ; whUe his poor iriend 
and patron was already more than half dead, having 
now come up and gone down again for the third 
time, and at the fourth he rose no more. 

Just at this moment, Gabriello, vrith'a prodigious 
draught, again appeared, and turning round, with a 
joyous face to look at Lazzaro, what was his sur- 
prise and terrdr when he found his master was gone ! 
Gazing round with the hope of perceiving him some- 
where, he' only found his clothes just as he had left 
them. Id the utmost alum he'ran again to the wa- 
ter, :and in a short time discovered his hody thrown 
i)y the current, on the opposite bank. He swam to 
die place, and on perceiving that bia good patron 
was quite cold 'and lifeless, he stood for some mo- 
ments like a statue, overpowered with grief alid 
terror, without 'knowing how to act. In the iirst 
platie be was afraid, if he published the tidings 
of' his death, of being accused of having drowned 
him, to plunder him of his money, an idea which 
threw him into such alarm, that covering his iace 
with his bands, he stood burled in profound grief 
and refl^i^kw. Atlength be suddenly utteredanex- 
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danutiiKi of joy, sb the thought nuhed into bis mind, 
" I am safe, I am safe ; there u« do witneaWB of tbe 
accideot, and I know what I will do : it is the hour 
iriien luckily ereiy body ia asleep." With tbeae words 
he thrust tbe nets and tbe fish into his great badiot, 
and taking the dead body of Lazzaro oa his shoul- 
ders, 'heavy as it was, be placed it among some wet 
leeds hard by the diore. He then bound tbe nets 
round bis poor friend's arms, and again bearing him 
to the water, he contrived to lasten tbe strii^ in 
such a way round one of the deepest stakes, that 
Aey could with difficulty be witbdrairo, giving tba 
body tbe appearance erf' having been thus cntan^sd 
while fishing. He then assumed his padwi's attve, 
and got evoi into bis very shoes, and sat down qutedy 
on tbe bank, resolved to try what fbrtuoe. would do 
for bim. His strong resemblance to bis deceased 
friend, if successful, would now not only save .bis 
Ufet but make it ever after, as be believed, most 
happy and comfortable. As the hour seemed now 
arrived, wiih equal skill and courage, he. entered 
upon tbe dangerous experiment, and began to «all 
ont lustily for help in tbe person of poor I^nwroc 
"Help! help, good people, or the poor fishecbiaa 
will be drowned 1 Ob, be comes up no morel" and 
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tridi thia, he roared out tremendoaBly. The mOlet 
wu tbe: first toan who reached the spot ; but Bum- 
pers of people were galherin^ on all sides to learn 
what:coiildlpQS9fbly cause such an insuHerabte ndiKt 
Gatnidl? contioaod to bellow, even some time after 
they atriv«d, ihfi better to counterfeit his patron^ 
weeping tlie whole dme, as be told tis tak; how the 
poor, fishennan bad dipped, and brought iip QA ao 
often; but'iha last time ])e had stopped oearly an 
hour un^ water, and having waited for him in vain, 
he b^an to be afraid he was coming up no morei 
The people mquiring, with a smile at hi^ Mmplidty, 
whereabouts it was, he pointed out tbe spot, on whi^ 
the n;ill0% w^ w^s a .great Iriend '^ Gabriello's, be- 
g^n to stop, wd plunged into the river. And there, 
sure enpu^,, as he. believed* be fonwii liis tneoA 
Gabricllo, caught in lus own net, and entafi^ed &it 
by bu neck and heela to tbe unlucky stake. 

" Heaven have mercy op us 1" cried the miUer, 
" here he is, ppox Gabiieilo, poor Gabriello ! quite 
dvowned, in his own entqn^.ed net;" using his ut- 
most efforts at tbe same time to Iooshi it from about 
the staluB. Such were the lamentations of Gabriello'* 
ftiends <m hearing this, that he cOpld scarcely refi-ain 
from betmying hiraselC, Two more threw themselves 
iato the wgt/a to assist the miller, and at leqgtb, 
p 2 
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with some difflcnlty, they fialied the body out. The 
arms and legs nere all entangled in the net, and 
his i-dationa in their indignation tore the imlut^y 
cords to tatters. The tidings of his death being 
■pread abroad, a priest immediately attended, and 
the body was borne upon a bier to the nearest churd),' 
where it was laid out, in order to be recognised by 
Gab'ridlo's friends. His disconsolate widow, accom- 
panied by other f^ations, bewailing him amd her 
children, now hastened to the spot. Believing the 
body to be his, a scene of tender affliclion ensued. 
Aftn beating her breast and tearing her hair, she 
aat down and wept with her little children, while 
every one around, and above all the real Gabriello,' 
could not restrain their tears. So overpoweredi in- 
deed, was be t^ his feelings, that pulling hia poor 
patron's hat over his brows, and hiding his face in 
his pocket-handkerciief, be addressed his wife be^ 
fore all the people, in a hoarse and piteous -voice: 
"Cotoe, good woman, do iiot despair, do not cry so. I 
will provide for you, and take care both of you and 
your children ; the poof man lost his life in trying to 
amiise me, and I shall not forget it. He was a de-' 
ver fishfinnan ; but leave offcrying, I tell you- 1 wjli 
provide for you^ So gofaoine, andgoinpeace,fo^'yo^' 
shall want for noUung while I live, and when I die I 
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willleftve you whatia handsome;" and this he ended, 
with a kind of growl, intended to expieaa .hii con- 
cern both for her and the deceased fishennan>. Fos 
these words he was h^hly apjdauded by a!|l the 
peo^e present, while the imaginary widow, some- 
what consoled I^ his ]KomiBea, was conwyed ban^ 
by her relationa to her own dwelling, ButG&briello 
in his new. character immediately marched, and took. 
posKsaion of Laszaro'a house, walking in exui^y as- 
he had often observed his poor ficiend .was wont to do, 
without noticing any one. He went .into ajnchly- 
funushed chamber, overlooking some beautiful gar- 
dens, and taking the keys out. of his deceased^pa- 
tion'i pockets, he began .to search the trunks and 
bcHtea, where he found other leaser keys, which ad? 
initted Um to all the treasures and valuables in the 
{dace. . It was a storehouse of wealth indeed, for it 
not only contmned the fortunes of the deceased doc- 
tor ai^ other relations of Lazsaro, to the amount of 
several thonauid flwins of gold ; but was equally rich 
injewelsand plate. At the sight of these, Gahrielloie- 
piessed with difficulty loud exclamations of rapture 
and. surprise, and he sat down to devise &esh means of 
supportiog his, title to Lazsaro's esUtea. With. thi& 
view, being perfectly acquainted wilh his late fiiend'a 
character, he went down about aupper time, uttering 
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tlie'moatitnnge and wild exdaiBBtioiia of grief. Th» 
two aerw'aatM of the hbuse, triiohid faeAsd^ftbe (AoH 
accident,' and (he canse of it, ran<bB>t9;f taUsKlief. 
Btit instead oflisternng to ^ir eooaolation, be di- 
reoUy. ordned- six loaves, and a potlion of die sup- 
per, witfa.tfro &Bka of wine,, to bfr earned to the 
diaeoosoUte widow aaroiu the w»y.' ;Oa the letoni 
of-tbe domestic, with the pool widow's gratefol 
liikiiks, Ghtbtidlo partoiA of a light sapper, set out in 
t^ UttdMOiest style, aitd without saying a word to 
Any 4H>8, shut himself up in his. diand)ert''and went 
totted. 'Ilere he renialned until the fattii of nine 
die<n»n morning, in order. the bettertoidiinlgehia 
K^tetiebs and liis gri^. Though the dif^rence be- 
tween'hM Voice and langtt^fei and those of their fbr- 
mer master, Was perceptible to his domestics, they 
Mttibuted it entirely to bis violent sorrow for his 
deceased friends And tliie poor widow, finding how- 
well beseemed ^clined to. beep bis word of-silj^rt- 
uig b^ and bw children, very sooti dismissed the 
condolences of her reUtioas,' and tetitvi m tmusL 
quteUy to rest. Tbe next day Oabriello b^an to rise 
,Bt hia old firiend'a usdal boar, and though he had 
noW a'variety of cares upon bis hands, he never per- 
mitted tbe poor widow, Santa, to want for any thing. 
He inliuted his late patran's way of life rcry exactly* 
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&r be iea% aeemed to have also succeeded to hir 
iuddence, irhich he adopted without an efibn. He 
was still, however, extremely concerned to Lear that 
his wife^» grief for hia death continued unabated)- 
tlwigh he certainly felt flattered by it, and bc^^ to 
Ifaink in vrhat way he could console her, and how he 
opuJd contrive means to marry herag^in. Feeling 
not a Httle puzzled upon the subject, he-readved fa> 
go to her house, where he found her, accmniHuued 
by one of her cousins ; it not being long since the 
period of hia supposed death. Having intbnned her 
diat he wished to speak to her ujkhi an a&ir of some 
importance, her kind relation immediately tot^ hia 
leaver aware of the numerous pbligatiohs which hec 
rich Tie^;hbour had so charitably, conferred upon her; 
When he had lef^ them, Gabriello closed the dooE 
with the saqie air of tamiliarfcy aad confidence aa 
formerly, atvhich the poor woman could not hc^ 
temiiytog some surprise, ieaiful lest he mig^t fte- 
stane too fiur upon the services he had rendered her. 
WhenCiabrieUo advanced, taking her Uttle boy by the 
band, ibe drew back timidly, at which action be could 
MM hdp expressing bi» admiration of his wife's pro- 
|ffie^, in an audible voice, and with a grin of de^ 
li"^ Then t^ng hn by the hand, he spoke to 
ber in his acoustoned nuumet', and she gaswd fbt 
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a moment doubtfully, in hisiface; while Gabriello, 
taking-. his little, boy in .his.anns, tenderly caressed 
bim, laying, ." What, boy, ia your mother weeping 
at our. good fortune?" -and shaking some money in 
his hand with a triumphant air, he gave it to him, 
and: went on playing. with him as usual. . Btit per- 
ceiving- that bis wife was overpowered with a variety 
of emotions which she could not control, unable 
longer to disguise. the. truth, he first iastened the 
door, and fearful lest any one might overbear the 
strange story be had to reveal, he dren: ber into, an 
inner diamber, and there rdated the whole a&ir juit 
as it. had passed. It is. impossible to conyey an idea 
of her -aurprise and joy, as she hung weeing .upon 
his necki But they were delicious, tears, and ber 
husband kissed them away, with far greater rapture 
than he had ever before felt : and they sank over- 
powered, with emotion into each other's anns. . 
- It was necessary, however, . to use the utmost 
precaution in .retaining the fortune they, had so 
strangdy.won : and after explaining the plans be had 
in view, and engaging his wife's promise to keep 
the matter secret, Gabriello returned to bis iieR 
house. His wife still afEecting to retain her gQef file 
his -loss, .frequently togk-care, before all ber nej^- 
bours, to recommend her poor children to the gen- 
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tJeinan'B iMtice, who. unifbrml^ tieated tbem with 



•. The msiUng night be hiy. broad. awake, deriung 
bow he might best put his fiitute plans into eiiecntioii. 
Havlfig iat length resolved,. he ixise early, and be^t 
his way to the churdt of Santa Catterina, where he 
knew a venerable and devout monk,: almost wor- 
shipped'by the good peoptaof Pisa, whose name waf 
Fra Anselmo. He here aiuounced a. very strange 
and . important piece of buaineas, respecting which 
he wished to consult the conacience of the. learned 
IHar, The good father .carried: him into.- bia cei], 
where Gahdello introduoed himself as Laszaio di 
Maestro Baailio da. Milano, relating at die sam^ 
dme.hia whole. tamily geneak^, and how be bad 
lemuned sole heir of the whole, property, owing to 
the late; plague. He at last came to, the story of 
poor Gabriello, the fisherman, laying the sole bUrae 
.of the. accident : upon himself, in. persuading the 
^wretched man to accompany him in aiishing ejtvxr 
uon along the Amo. He then pn>ceeded to relate 
itbe deplorable circumatances in which he had left his 
family ; and taking into serious consideration the 
cause of the calamity, he felt it weigh ao bpav^ 
j^ponbis conscience, that be was resolv^ atall lisfq^ 
to make every reparation in bis power. But what 
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raparstum conld be made to s vcoman, iriur, 1 
lowly bet MHididon, had fondly loved her htubsndt 
^Mxjit by coniolmg ber for her Io» by direodng her 
aficcrioiw towuds anotber objecu " And dw tratb 
it," he continued, " I am villing to many her, and 
become a &dier. to ber duldren, and then," he con- 
turned vitb the greateit sin^licity, " pnti^M God 
will Ibrgive me foe the greatain I oonmiitted ia tak- 
ing him out a falling wilk me." Tliougb die pioua 
Auber here Rtuled, it i^^ieared so, cMueklttiouB « 
^c^oaal that he did not venture to oppotb it, aaylng, 
duU be would not faili in diis Way, to obiain ihi 
mercy of beaven apon many of hia past situ. Hear- 
ing tbia-Gomfcirtable doctrine, Gabriello opened hia 
parse4tniigs,and preeented tbeiriamidrilrirtypieciet; 
obaerving that he wished the maaa of San GregoriA 
to be Bung for three Mondays together, to instfffr 
peace to the soul of the deceased fisberinan. The 
Tcnerable monk's eyes brightened at the ught, and 
he ^omised masi should be sung the very next 
Monday. Widi respect to the projected 'alKancev be 
observed to Gabriello, that he radier prused tdm 
for his disregard to wealth and nobility in the pror 
posed union. " Make no account of it," be conti- 
nued ; " you will be rich enough in the grace of 
beaven: we alt bdong to the'a^e lather and the 
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lune' mother, and vittue is the atdy true nobUitf. t 
know both her lUid her parents ; you could not do 
better, fat she is bom of a good family. So, go 
home, my good signor, and I will attend you srbea 
you please." — "Well, to-day, to day, then!" cried 
Gabridlo, aa he pr^ared to depart. " Ah, leave it to 
me," returned the friar, " and take my blessing with 
you, my son, and bring the ring in the mean time." 
Gabriello hastened home, and purchased the ring 
accordingly, persuading himself there could be no 
harm in making sure that every thing was quite cor* 
rect in the difficult circumstancea under which he 
laboured. So, with the consent of all the lady's 
friends and relations, the marriage was celebrated a 
second time. Gabriello, in the person of Lazzaro, 
then conducted his wife to her new house, where a 
splendid feast was prepared, and all their friends 
met to receive them. Soon after, Gabriello gradu- 
ally .assuming the manners of a gentleman, dismissed 
the old maid and man-servant, with liberal gratui- 
des, and set up a handsome equipage and noble es< 
tablishment. He astonished all Lazzaro's friends 
vrith the striking improvement that had taken place 
in the simpleton's manners, while his wife, Santa, 
became exceedingly goiteel in all her actions. The 
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twice married pair spent together a tranquil, and 
bappy lifC) and had two sons Bubsequently bom, wboi 
aasunuDg a. new family surname, called tliemsdvcs 
de' Fortun&ti ; and from these children sprung a race 
of men lenowned both in letters and in arms. 
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Thkks was fonnerly an honest citizen of Florence, 
known by. the name of Guaspam del Calandra, by. 
trade a gold-beater,'and a pretty sldlfiil master of his. 
art. - He was excessively- good-natured,' but withat 
of BO thick and heavy-an intellect, that be owed, his 
good fortune chieSy to his marriage with a lady who 
had succeeded to two pleasant Ikrms in the Frato, 
and two houses in Florence. On this event he. shut 
up his shop, i^Bolving to lead a life of leisure, in' the 
country, with only one son, a boy about five years 
old, and his lady, who promised do further addition to 
his family. While residing at his villa, he' entered 
into sodal terms with a gendemanof the name .of 
Scbeg^a, and through him, with his friends. Fihicca,' 
Monaco, and Zoroastro. Delighted with their .wit 
and spirit, for they were all boon companions of the 
first order, he &equeiidy invited them, or went to 
sup with them at the residence of Pilucca, in Via Sca-\ 
la, surrounded with pleasant gardens, where during 
summer they were wont to sup in the open air, un- 
der: theviny shade; - Here Guaspan^, having always 
piqved'hiinaelf onhis delicate knowledge' of various 
wiiuu, as well as' on' furnishing a sumptuous, assort- 
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ment of them upon occasion, was elected by the joint 
eoiwent of hu compuiioni master of tlie feast. This 
he conceived a high honour, and to express hia sense 
of its great digniiy and importance), he insisted vpon 
providing and laying in every iresh atockr, moat as- 
siduously inspecting for that purpose, the storfS of 
tbe Hqnor merdiants, and the first taverns jn the 
dty. Bat while he allowed no wine to bd drunk 
by them but his ovm, he agreed ^t they >boid^ 
provide the eatables in eqbal shares... Of tiiewi 
the said Scheggia was the caterer, an office >bich he 
discharged to the admiration of all his friends, wboas 
powers of deglutition did ample justice . to tbe taste 
botli of Scheggia and his fiiend. The J&tffir th^ 
&aqu<atly crowned with vine and ivy, in tmittrtian ot 
the BROchanalian.god, while Zoroastro in his defotioil 
dedared,. that nddier men nor gpdia had /ever di*^ 
oovered the varietieB of flavor like his inend .GuaSr 
ptori. All this was extremely agreeable to our herov 
who began, for the first time in his life, ^ conceive 
himself' <^soTQe importance, leading the toasts, as 
well as the conversation, to the most trifling and 
w him sical topics that ceidd he imagined. The. doc- 
trine (tf witchcraft, incantations, aftd af^ontions, md 
•tones of dead people who had c^e to liib '^^in, 
were here discnssed die ndiole ni^t diroagfa^ to 
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ibe great edification of tb« host But iowaida riai- 
aight Guaapttni, though lie afiected to ridtcide the idea 
of supernatural appearwoee, b^an to fed extrenely 
uucomfortaMe on hearing the awfiil paiticubri.of 
eaGh«b»y, and invaia Uied tolanghitoS;'hjr>«ay- 
iag that the dead fiMind quiteoMughtodo togefa 
JiTing ia thMr own w<nld, without coming- baek agam 
to trouble ua is lliil. His ily companttinB, hoirarer, 
bad the wit. to see diron^ the mask, and^weremfi' 
ntdy amused at witaessmg bis exertiiAM to abiAe 
off. Ibe :feara which loo evidently of^iesaed him. 
.Klucca^s gardens amtimung still the scene of their 
nuitmA amuaements, and Guasparri stiU siitibrin- 
tjcoding the wine, it happmed that on^ of the rda- 
tioDi of Jhe latter, as if envious of the good Mow- 
ship he, did not eqjoy, began to blame ha &^y and 
extzavagance in suj^ying the whole patty imA 
wine, while hi« pretended friends only flattered Iwn 
ia hi« £wx, to turn hint into a subject tit jadktde for 
aURoEc^oe when they left Urn ; and that, iit:ahart,he 
woidd soon become quite notonons to thei whole city 
tot a siiii^ton as he was. Beheving, as HsntU, every 
thing that was teid bim,GnaspBiTi resolved to wiife- 
draw.fcom their. cwapahy, apd directly set ofT hoxat, 
where he had left his wife, sad son, and a aii^ 
onaid sesraat, to take care of dierasdves. 
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Hu old friends, wailing dinner for him a long 
while, began to wonder whither he conid have with- 
drawn hlmBelf, and after in v«n aeaiching ttU the likely 
and all the unlikely places they could think of, they ac- 
cidentally heard, juat as their best wines were getting 
low, that he was actually gone to live with his family 
at the villa, a place, where of all others, they. least 
thotight' of looking for him. They began to be'ae^ 
rioiisly afraid -that there was now an end to 'their 
usual course of festivity; butourhero in a ahbrt tiiiie 
becoming weary of the villa,' resolved ' to return to 
town, where Pilucca one day accidentally met. him 
waking along the streets of Florence. ■ Joyftdly 
hailing,' and shaking him by theliand, Pilucca wel- 
comed him back, obsnrmg, , as he invited faim fbr 
the amne evening to a feast : " Heavens,.-how truly 
rqoiced I am to see youhere once nf(»e! Vlhete 
can you havebeen? I have -not. had the flavor-rf 
gbod ■ wine in my mouth, nor heard the atave of- a 
good song, since you loft us," Guasparri, drawing 
back, replied that he was sorry he could not come'; 
but on beingquestionedmoie narrowly, unable lo'give 
any excuse, and longing at the same time to-be ad-> 
mittedto their comfany; he fiiiily cotriessfed diat there 
was no resisting such an oSer—be would come ; but 
that he could not i^etendany longer to' ^ictateto 'than 
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wli&t wines they ought to drink. Then relating the 
GonTersatioii he had bad with his cousin, be declared 
he had come to the resolution of fimiishing no more. 
His companion, on hearing this, affected to laugh 
outiight, though he really felt litde inclination, when 
he considered the difference it would make, were eaoh 
of them to furnish his proportion, instead of la3ring 
the whole expense of the bottles upon their friend. 
At the same time, he flattered himself- he should 
soon be ahle to bring him round to his usual habits. 
When the part; assembled in the evening, Filucca 
eommunicated what had passed between him and 
Giuuparri, to the great dismay of his com[>aniiviS| 
and they then held a regular council as to bow 
they should proceed. They reaolved to receive him 
with cheer&l and happy looks, and soon succeeded 
■o-well in flattering him into good humour, that they 
obtained his company for several successive nights ; 
biit finding that they could never bring him to the 
same liberal way of flunking as formerly, they at 
length, after repeated trials, came to the resolution 
of fairly casting him off, declaring that he was no 
longer worthy of keeping company with gentlemen 
like themselves. 

They deUberated, therefore, on the best method 
of getdiig rid of hipi, by playing him some humo- 
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roua trick, and fleecing him of bis monejr at the same 
time in such a way, as to give him no eoit of incli- 
nation to Teturo. Calculating upon the fears ^lich 
they Buapectcd he entertained for gobiins, especially 
of such as haunted the churchyards, they proceeded 
to deliberate in what way they might tarn tfaem 
to good accomit. The ^oatly council accordingly 
met; and aware that our hero, when risiting cer^ 
tain friends, had to return home in the evening over 
the bridge of Carrajs, in order to reach his own 
house, situated in Borgo Stella, and that no one slept 
in the same house, hia &mily being at the viUa, they 
forthwith commenced their operations. There WM 
a certain Sgnor Meino, a manufacturer, uid a great 
friend of Scheggia's, who resided next door to our 
hero, and great facility of communication exiated 
between the houses. With some persuasion, Scbeg- 
gia won over his friend to enter into their designs ; 
and the day being arrived when they were to try the 
strength of Guasparri's vain boasting and reaolotioB 
against spirits, they had every thing prepared be- 
fbre evening for the execution of their plot. They 
were all supping together, and turning the convov 
sation to the proper topic, tb^ dwelt so long and 
feariully upon the theory of qqtaritioiis, that oar 
friend Guasparri's hair began to brisde up, and he 
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reflected with dread upon the Bolitary walk he had 
before him, ere he reached his beloved home. He 
would fein have requested ooe of them to accompany 
him, at least as far as the bridge, had he not already 
committed hia valour bo deeply in the vain boastings 
be had so long been in the habit of indulging upcm 
the subject. At one time he came to the resolaticn 
of staying and sleeping where he was, but when he 
began to advance excuses for this purpose, Zoroasi- 
tro, who saw into his design, completely foiled him* 
by instantly proposing cards, at which oui hero had 
already lost such immense sums, that he started as 
if he had really seen a ghost. Declaring that he must 
ioBtantly keep an appointment, he set out, followed 
quietly at a dirtance by his wily contpuuons, and 
took the road by Santa Maria Novella, until he 
reached the fosse which led straight to the bridge of 
Carrtya. Sch^gia now qnickened his pace, and run- 
ning through the Borgo Ognissanti, arrived at the 
bridge before Guasparri, by this shorter cut, and 
quidcly marshalled his companions, he himself lying 
hid in the little church of Santo Antonio, on the 
verge of the Arno, adjoining Santa Triniti. 

It happened to be a dark night in S^itember, and 
agreeably to the orders of Zoroaatro and Sche^ia, 
iheir companions were stationed near the tirat pi)- 
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\ara, each of whom held a long pike in hia hand, to 
wilich were attached Beveral large white sheets, with a 
croiB upon the summit to resemble arms, and a huge 
mask of a most diabolical aspect. Two lanterns all 
on file served for the eyes, while the mouth grinned 
with a horrible smile, flaming with another lantern, 
which showed off the long sharp teeth to advan- 
tage. A long flat nose, sharp chin, and an immense 

. slouched hat, completed the terrific figure, a sight of 
which would have been almost sufficient to put to 
flight the most doughty heroes of romtoce, not ex- 
cepting the mad Orlando himself. Such was the 
ambuscade that lay glaring in secret, awaiting the 
arrival of the unfortunate Guasparri. They were all 
to rise up at the same moment, just as he passed 
these horrid apparitions, addressing each odiet by 
the name of Cuccobeoni, in order more effectually to 
alarm their hapless victim with their voices, who at 
length cautiously approached the bridge, using his 
utmoat sfibrti at the same time to banish the idea of 
spectres from hia mind. A low whistle from Scheg- 

. gia was now the signal for the apparitions to appear, 
when they gradually rose from the earth, spreading 
larger and larger till they assumed dmt Ml terrific 
dimensions. Guasparri had just got half over the . 
bridge ; some of the apparitions Stood before -and 
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some bdiind hini ; >nd his little streDgth and cou- 
rse &iiing bim together, he turned round each way, 
but bad no power left to escape on either l»nd. 
The next moment the whole Arno seemed to teem 
with BpectfCB, aa tall in oui pooi hero's opinion a» 
the church ateeples, and exceeding the number, aa 
he afterwards asserted, of thirty thousand demooa, 
whose diabolical features now rivetted him to the 
spot " The Lord help mc! the Lord help me I" be 
exchdmed in a AeAeM voice, but bad no power to 
move. Soon obserring that they were appcbat^ing 
as if to gather rminil him, and believing that he should 
be instantly devoured, he cried out in a s^ louder 
voice : " The Lord help me to pray ! the Lord help 
me to nml I will run in the name of the Lord!" and^ 
away he wildly rushed through the midst of the ap- 
paritions, never once staying to breathe, or to look 
behind him, until he had arrived at the house of Pi- 
Incca, where he knocked with such violence, aa 
nearly to burst open the door. Here his friends 
were many of them assembled to welcome him back, 
having nsderstood firom their companions on tbe 
bridge, that they might e:q)eGt him in a short l^me, 
and that tbey must do all in their power to restore 
his suspended fiwultie«. He threw himself upon a 
couch, unslile for some time to recover breath ; he 
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eonld not utter a word, and he appeared on the point 
of swooning avay, when they applied the necessary 
restoratives. 

The moment Guasparri had disappeared, Sche^ia 
despatdied his companions to Meino's house, in or- 
der to secure the fruits of their adventure, in the 
manner we shall soon recount ; while he himself has- 
tened to Pilucca's, whs'e he found his friend Ouas- 
parri ab^ady so &r recovered, as to be giving the 
most strange and unintelli^ble description of the 
wonderfVU and appalling scenes through which he had 
passed. His audience, by affecting to discredit the 
truth of the relation, threw him into the utmost rage, 
when Scheggia, walking quietly into the room from 
an inner chamber, as if he had remained there the 
whole of the evening, persuaded our hero to begin 
his story anew. Still he could not be persuad- 
ed, in spite of Guasparri'g swearing that such was 
the fact, that the apparitions had literally appeared 
to him ; and the latter was tlirown into the great- 
est despair, when Scheggia, persisting in his unbe- 
lief, declared that he only meant to make fools of 
them all, and challenged Guasparri at the same 
time to accompany him to the bridge. Declining 
this offer, however, Guasparri contented himself widi 
pointing out the exact situation in which the spirits 
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attacked him, when both banks of the Arno were 
coveied with their troops, ck>thed in white uniform, 
with faces of fire, and heads as black as Erebus, all 
rushing on him at once to nuke him their prisoner. 
But when his fiienda pretended to return from a visit 
to the bridge, without discovering any remains of 
the apparitions, they all with one consent began to 
upbraid him for his folly and cowardice, declaring 
that he must have drunk his senses away, and ^t 
he must be delirious to think of coming to interrupt 
them orei their cards, with such tales as these. 
They then sat down again quietly to play, while 
Gnasparri was revolving in his mind how be could 
contrive to obtain the escort of the nightly watch 
as iar as bis own house. The moment he heard 
tbem passing, the moon having now risen, he sal- 
lied forth, and offered them a handsome reward if 
they would see him safe over the bridge. As they 
approached it, he seized the ofBcer more closely by 
the arm, Cutting his eyes to avoid the sight of the 
same distracting objects as he passed along. 

On reaching his house, be felt some qualms of 
fear at the idea of sleeping there alone, his family 
residing at the villa, and he would gladly have gone 
further to the house of one of bis relations, had not 
the night been so very fei advanced. It was his 
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cuBtooi during that Beason, to go to reat in a room 
upon the ground floor, which Meino, his neighbour, 
had been prevailed upon by Scheggia to hang entirely 
with black drapery, borrowed from the Oaao compa- 
ny, adorned with emblems adapted to sacred occa- 
sions, such as death's heads, crosses, and remnanti 
of mortality of every description. Round the room 
were placed many large wax candles, such as are used 
at burials, castingafear&l and glaring light; while in 
tbe midst of all was placed a bier covered with a car- 
pet, on which lay tbe resemblance of a corpse, with 
orange flowers and rosemary strewed all round. A 
crucifix was fixed over tbe head, and two wax lights at 
each side, for the convenience ofthose who might wish 
to contemplate the features more narrowly. Giias- 
parri proceeded to take possession as usual of hia 
own apartment, and as he opened the door beheld 
a scene which might have startled a stouter philo- 
sopher dian himself. With his eyes fixed upon the 
whole apparatus of mortality, he stood fascinated to 
the spot, and when he attempted to retreat, he could 
proceed no further than die door, where he fell, over- 
powered with horror, once more upon his knees, his 
head turned aUghdy back to ascertain whether the 
dead man were following to show him out. But 
though he could not speak, he uttered aa inward 
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prayer, which at length endued him with so raudi 
strength, as to enable bin to rise up from his knees, 
and with another effort of despair, he got through 
the door, and locking it eagerly af^r him to prevent 
pursuit, rushed out of the house. He then once 
more to(^ to flight, with the intention of again seek- 
ing the residence of the very enemies who had thus 
cmelly invaded his repose. And as the greater fear 
is always apt to remove the impression of a slighter, 
out hero in this bis extremity, no longer regarding 
the apparitions on the bridge, which had lately in- 
qiiied him with so much awe, pressed valiantly for- 
ward until he reached the very house he had not 
long since left. Here was a fresh' scene of pleasure 
ki his malicious companions, who for a long time 
permitted him to knock in vain. At length Pilucca 
made his appearance, exclaiming in an angry tone: 
"VHiat, are you here again? Will you never leave off 
these mad tricks i^ youra 1 What do you mean by 
this conduct?" " Ob, bdp, helpl have mercy on me, 
good gmtlemrai,'' was our hero's reply. "My house is 
iiillof spirits; and I think all the demons in. Tartarus 
must this night have broken loose. Oh, such anight!" 
and he immediatdy proceeded with a fresh account 
of his adventures. Such .was the violence of his 
gesticulations and his perturbations, that bis wicked 
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friends at length consented, yielding to fais vehemmt 
entfeaties, to accompany liim home, where he vowed 
he would fully satisfy them in regard to the tnith of 
his statements. In the mean time, however, another 
party had been busily employed in removing the 
fearful preparations, which had ao much disturbed 
the equanimity of our hero's soul ; and before he re- 
turned home with his fresh escort, the whole house 
h(>d resumed its usual state, while the wary authors 
of the change had already taken refuge in the 
dwelling of Meino. " Why do you tremble so?" 
cried Zoroastro, as our poor friend laid his hand 
upon his own door, and then drew back ; " really, if 
you had not played us this trick once befbre to- 
night, we should almost be inclined to believe you ; 
but you are not the man to hnpoie upon us as you 
Ifaink." To this, Guasparri, bidding him enter be- 
fore him, replied, that he would forfeit his eyes, 
if he had spoken a single word more than the truth, 
which they would find to their cost when they ven- 
tured in. " Neither your eyes nor your head will 
be of any use to us," returned Zoroastro ; " but if 
you are serious, pledge us this diamond ring upon it( 
and two dosen bottles of your Monte Pulciano to ea- 
courage us. The truth is, we do not believe that you 
have seen any thing either here or at the bridge; 
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but jdedge ub the wine, and keep your head upon your 
own shoulders, and we will encounter the ghosts." 
To this the poor wretch consented ; feeling assured 
that they would find a pretty warm reception fram the 
visible and invisible spirits which swarmed about the 
room. So he put the diamond ring into their hands, 
worth at leut diirty gold ducats, at the same time 
challenging each of the party to advance. Schc^gia 
at first drew back, as if airaid, saying : " Suj^se 
your house should have been robbed in your ab- 
sence. Do you go first," he condnued, addressing 
Filneca. " No, do you ; do you ;" cried each in 
their turn, which threw Guospani into greater con- 
stematioa than ever. " It is so very dark," added 
Monaco ; " I dread going in the dark into a place 
where there may be thieves." " Well, here is a lan- 
tern," rejoined another ; " take it, and forward, in 
die name of heaven." So Monaco pretended to be 
oUiged to advance, and the others followed, Guas^ 
parri bringing up the rear with evident fears of the 
event. When he laid his hand on the door of the 
haunted chamber, Monaco paused ; on which a thriQ 
ran through our hero's frame, and his hair began to 
bristle up. Seeing Zoroastro about to press for- 
ward, he hdd him back by the skirt of the coat, whis- 
pering : " It is not safe ; let us go back ;" when sud- 
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denly opening the room door, and pnahing bim for- 
wards, they burst into a loud laugh, declaring that 
the wager was won. Every thing stood in its usual 
place, to the no small surprne and confusion of 
our hero, who cast his eyes in every direction, in 
search of the demons, the sulphur tapers, the death's 
heads, and the dead man ; but every thing had dis- 
appeared. " Oh, thou villain, thou impostor I" they 
all cried out, " we never auspected, GuBsparri, that 
you could have used us thus. One would have 
thought from your looks, you were leading us into 
the infernal pit ; every thing here is jtist as it was ; 
it is really too bad; and yet you pretend to be 
shocked and surprised. We shall be compelled to 
decline your acquaintance : this is carrying matters 
quite too far." 

It is impassible to do justice to our hero daring 
this scene ; he knew not whether he was really 
awake or in a dream ; he raved and he rolled his 
eyes, but took not the least notice of what they said. 
To restore him a little to his wits, his friends be- 
gan to entreat him, that as he had succeeded so well 
in his scheme of imposing upon them, and rousing 
them fi-om their beds, he would at least not think of 
carrying tbe aETair further, and exposing them to the 
laughter of the whole city on the ensuing day. " We 
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have secured the ring and the wine, howerer ; diat 
part of the joke is ours, bo we sre content : and if 
you please," continued Scheggia, observing that our 
heto remained &r from easy in his mind, "if you 
please, I will stay with you here all night." Thoyg^ 
he gratefully accepted his IHend's offer, he never 
closed luH eyes during that night, dwelling on the 
acenes which had so strongly impressed themselves 
upon his imagination. The next morning he rose 
early, and set out to join his family at the villa, de- 
sirous of trying what a change of scene would efiect 
in removing the unpleasant associations of the previ- 
ous night. He had nearly, however, fellen a victim 
to this unfeeling and injudicious prank on the part 
of his old friends ; for on the third day he was in so 
violent a fever, that the physicians almost despaired 
of his life. They might be said to have flayed him 
alive, for during his convalescence, he really cast 
away his old skin ; nor was it only in this respect 
that he underwmt a change : he no longer left his 
&mi]y, and a blessed regeneration was the conse- 
quence of the frolic of his false friends. 

On their side, the ensuing day was a da; of tri- 
umph and festivity ; they laughed and feasted at the 
expense of their unfortunate companion ; but such 
triumphs, and such follies usually end in bitterness 
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uid teaiB ; the fate of their aulhort being still more 
pitiable tban that of the victims they pursue. They 
even attempted to get the credulous Guaspam into 
their snares, and to betray him once more, in which 
they would most likely have succeeded, had it not 
been for the kind relatian who interfered in his &' 
vour on a former occasion, and who now persuaded 
bim to dispose of his house in town, and to auadi 
himself to rural pursuits. 
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I ucou£CT that our frieod Giovan-Franceaco del 
Bianco frequently related a story, and he was ev«ry 
way qualified to tell a good story, of a certain Bran- 
cazio Halespini, a young Florentine, who happened, 
like most youths of his age, to be deeply enamoured 
of a beautiful girl, residing near the gate of San 
Niccolo, at Ricotboli. She was the daughter of a 
gentleman whose property consisted Id lime and 
brick kilus, the superiutendmce of which occn^ed 
BO much of his attention, as to leave the lovers a 
gteat deal of dme to themBelvea. The &ther being 
often engaged at bis works tmtil very late in the 
night, the young Malespini, on these occasions, was 
accustomed to set out on the approach of twilight, 
paaung eagerly through the little wicket near the 
gate of San Niccolo, to avoid observation, and join- 
ing his fair young mistress about the same time 
Aat her &ther took his leave ; the latter having no 
less confidence in the honour and integrity of his 
young friend, than in the prudence of his danghter. 
On his letum home, the lover was accustomed to 
pass along the banks of the Amo, and proceeding 
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throi^Ii the great gttte and along the wallii of the 
mansion of justice, approached the gate of Santa 
Croce, where be again passed the little wicket and 
entered mto Florence ; and then dwelling upon the 
agreeable incidents of the day, he there sought repose. 
Having in this way taken leave one evening of 
his beloved, and musing upon her perfections by 
moonlight as he foUowed the windings of thje river, 
his reverie w^ somewhat disagreeably disturbed by 
a voice which seemed to proceed from the [4ace of 
public execution, just opposite to him. Ora pro 
to, ora pro to I was repeated pretty audibly several 
times ; and on turning hia eyes towards the gal- 
lows, he beheld three or foiu* figures, apparently 
dancing in the air, and it being now the " witching 
hour of night," our lover testified no sort of pleasure 
at the view. He was quite at a toss to discover 
whether the forms were fanciful or real ; when just 
as the moon went behind a cloud, he again heard the 
Ora pro eo. While in some doubt how he diould 
proceed, the light of the moon again broke from be< 
hind the clouds, and he imagined he saw anbther 
figure dancing apon the scaffold, tax above the resL 
But our lover being poasessed of great cOuriage, and 
holding the theory of demons and apparitions in sa* 
preme contempt, on hearing for the third tUne the 
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Ora pro fo, exclaimed in a tone of aelf-acciHation : 
" Wbat'tben, shaU I be auch a coward as to go away 
without ascertaining the meaning of this, and ever 
afterwards indulge doubt and fear upon the Hulgect?" 
He had no sooner uttered this valiant speech^ than 
bft advanced boldly towards the gallows, and began 
to mount the ladder. Now, unluckily for our hero, 
it so htq^tened, that about that time there was a poor 
maniac girl in Florence, who was in the habit of 
wandering towards evening, beyond the confines of 
the city, and on this occasion she had directed her 
Bt^n to this seat of final-justice. It being now harvest 
time, sh«! bad gathered several large pumpkins in the 
surrounding fields, and performed the office of execu- 
tioner upon them, suip«iding them by the heads, with 
the huge qtrouts hanging down in the shape of legs ; 
and having duly turned them offlike an executioner, 
Ae left them thus quivering to the breeze. She had 
been -amusing herself with observing their motions, 
just as Malespini made his approach ; and was pre- 
paring to turn off another of her pumpkins, when, 
snddenl; stopping, she cried out in a horrid voice to 
our poor hero, who had ascended about half way up : 
"Stop, atop; and I will hang you too;" and the 
next roomext, running down the ladder like a cat, 
our hero was seised with such a sudden fit of terroi 
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at the sight, that, believing it must at least be aonne 
demon in diagoise, he relinquished his hold, and los- 
ing his presence of mind, fell down to the groiutd. 
The maniac was not long in descending afiei bira, 
and desirous of adding him to the number of her 
Tictims, she endeavoured to lift him up, with the in- 
tention of inunediatelf hanging him by the neck. 
Finding him somewhat too heavy, she unlaced her 
^>ron strings, and binding them round his throat, 
she dragged him in this manner towards the foot 
of the ladder, where fiut^iing him very securely, 
she left him to bU fate, pursuing fresh adventniea 
wherever fortune might choose to lead. Dayli^t at 
length appeared, when some peasants, proceeding to 
the city, perceived the strange exhibition, which the 
whimsical lady bad left behind faer, and on ai^iroach' 
ing nearer, they descried the gibbet adorned with 
fiowers, and at its foot out poor hero tied by the 
neck and heels, and stiU in a deep swoon. Tidings 
of this a&ir having reached the city, numbors of 
people assembled, and the lover, to all appearance 
dead, was released from hia very disagreeable situa- 
tkm. No one, however, could give any account of the 
strange apparition of the mock culprits, which were 
observed swinging by their heads; nor was enabled 
to throw any light on the catastrophe of the unfortu- 
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nate lorer. His ikther and friends were in a short 
time upon the spot, and amidst tears and lamentatioM 
caused the body to be transported into the adjoining 
church, and placed in the cell of one of the pnestSi 
where an exanunation took place. The ph3rBJcian, 
finding srane degree of warmth still lingering about 
the heart, declared there was a chance that he might 
sdll survive, and ordering a litter, caused him to be 
conveyed into one of the warmest apartments in his 
&ther'B house. There, after making use of the 
strongest applications, and bathing the body in malm- 
sey nine and vin^ar, to restore suspended anima- 
tion, his friends had at length the pleasure of observ- 
ing him gradually recover. But more than an hou£ 
elapa^ before he could utter a word, and he then 
began to talk at random, and was unable to rec<^ect 
where he was. His physician then bled him very 
copiously, which though it restored him to his senses, 
left him in a lingering state for several weeks. The 
sudden alarm, however, had not only changed the 
colour of his hair and skin, but he actually tost them, 
nor did he ever afterwards assume the same appear- 
ance, or entirely recover from the effects of the mad 
lady's unceremonious attack. His case gave rise to 
a good deal of disputation amongst the faculty and 
his own friends', for such was the wild and unsettled 
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exprearaon' of hia countenance, that many of the lat- 
ter were at a loss to recognize him. The nme ap- 
pearance ia known hjr physicians to occur in certain 
stages of various diseases, and they attributed it 
mtirely. to the sudden impulse of fear, when the ma- 
niac girl proposed, in so unexpected a manner, to cut 
short liis thread of esutence, and had so nearly exe- 
cuted hn threat. 

Yet the cause would have remained a mystery to 
this day, had, not the sanw lady returned about sun- 
oet to take down the bodies she had suspended ; 
when she was discovered in the act, and very pro- 
perly put npon her trial, in order to ascertain the real 
&ettt. ■ Malespini, however, could scarcely be pei- 
auaded that he had not really seen samething more 
than mortal, and that some horrid necromancer had 
not suspended diose fear&l forms by the neck, for 
some diabcdicd purposes. 
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ao sooner bad the lorely G!a1atea brought her very 
pleasing and applauded little story to a coDclusion, 
than Leandro, looking round upon ua with a mild 
and joyous air, in his turn began : Since it is my 
&te, &ir ladies, and you, enamoured youths, to re- 
count, under the feigned name you hare ^ven me, 
(for, alas ! he who once bore it breathed his spirit on 
the cold waves, while smuggling to reach the haven 
of his love); Iraust even, however unwillingly, perse- 
vere in rehearsing the sad mischances which have 
befiillen such as believed themselves the happiest of 

* Hiis veij tragic (Oaiy has long beeo a favounte nibject of 
imitatian, no IcM with thf. Italiana, than Kith the writen of olhci 
Datioas. Among th» dramatic pieces, howaver, which appear to 
have been fanned npon it, there i«, certainly, no uagle produc- 
tion which can at all compete, in point of ricfanea of po«tiy and 
dramatic pUhoi, with that pieiented to □■ by a diitinguuhed 
writer of ow own age and conniiy. The " Faiio" of PiUiemot 
Milman, though one of his earliest efforts, gave ample promue. of 
hi) matmei powers. It would be Iruilleas to attempt here to 
point out the nunmous impmvements and omameati whicli th^ 
Engliih author has judiciously blended with his drama, and which 
confer upon hia work the merit of an oti^nal composition. 
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lovers. Of this the following tale will adbrd but too 
grievons m example, filling your gentle hearts with 
dismay aa we proceed, and from the eyes of beauty 
drawing unbidden tears. And what, though the 
scene of sorrow belonged neither to Greece, not 
prouder Rome, neither to those of Io% lineage nor of 
royal stock, it was such as may serve to show, thai 
tragic terrors will sometimeB lay desolate the hum- 
blest hearths, as well as strike the proud and golden 
palaces of kings. It may show too, that a sin^ 
woman, neither bom a princess nor bred a qneen, 
will suffice, when scorned, to bring down wofiil min 
upon herself and her whole family. 

Listen to me then kindly, while I tell yon, .that in 
the annals of Pisa is found the name of Guglidmo 
Grimaldi, who came to settle in Pisa from the eon- 
fines of Genoa. He was then a youth of about two* 
and-twcnty, with very few resources, and living in a 
hired apartment; yet with saving habits, and some 
ability, be was at length enabled to lend little suma 
of money upon usury. And in this way, by hoarding 
his gains, while he spent tittle, he became in no very 
long time a rich man, without losing his desire of 
adding to his wealth. He lived alone, and with the 
most unremitting diligence and secrecy, amassed and 
concealed his increasing stores, until growing old at 
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length, he found himeelf in posseasion of thousands, 
of which he would not hare parted with a single 
crown, to save the life of a friend, or to redeem the 
whole worid from eternal punishment. On tlus account 
he waa detested hj all his feQow citizens, and piud 
dearly enough for it in the end. Having one even- 
ing supped \)ut with some of his miserly acqumut- 
ance, he was returning late to his own house, when 
be was Msaulted by an unknown hand, and feeling 
humetf wounded in the breast, he cried out and fled 
for bdp. Just at this moment came on a terrific 
storm of hail, and wind, and thimder, which increased 
bis distress, and compelled him to look out fi)r shel- 
ter. Becoming &int from the loss of blood, he ran 
into the first house that be fbund open, belonging to 
one Fazio, a goldsmitb, attracted by the blaze of a 
Urge fire, at which he, the said Fazio, was making 
chemical experiments, having for some time past de- 
voted the whole of bis earnings to these pursuits, 
attempting to convert the dull metals of lead and tin 
into fine silver or gold. For this purpose had he 
now made so glorious an illumination, that he waa 
compelled to open the door to admit air, while he 
melted down bis metals *, but hearing the sound of 
footsteps, he turned round, and beheld Ouglidmo' 
Grimaldi, the miser. " What are you doing here, 
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friend," he inquired, " at BQcb an hour, and in such 
a night as thia V " Alas I" answered the miser, " I 
am ill J I have heen attacked and wounded ; I know 
not why, nor by whom :" and he bad no sooner ut- 
tered diese words, than he sat down and died uptm 
the spot. 

Fazio was greatly surprised and alarmed on be- 
holding him fall dead at his feet, and opening his 
bosom to receive air, he tried to recal him to life, 
believing at first that the poor miser was dying of 
pure exhaustion and inuii^n, by denying himsglf 
food. But on discovering the wound in his breast, 
and finding that his pulse no longer beat, he con- 
cluded that his visitor hod realty departed this liie. 
Running to the door, be was about to alarm the neigh- 
bourhood, when hearing the terrific raging of the 
storm, he again drew back, and sought refuge in his 
house. Now his wife Pippa, and twin boys, happened 
just at this time to be on a visit to his father-in-law, 
who was likewise about to take his leave of the 
vforld. Instead of celling a physician, then, he sud- 
denly changed tug measures, and closed die dogr: 
^camining aext the body of the deceased, he Jbund 
only four florins in his purse. Then, hid in a he^ 
of old jags, he discovered a great bunch of keys, 
which frpm their aj^arance,. belonged to (he house. 
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Uid chambers, the chegte and strong boxes, of the 
miser; who, if report were true, had hoarded up 
immense wealth, especially in ready cash, secured 
in big own house. 

The moment the idea flashed across Fazio's mind, 
being' of a Iceen and penetrating genius, he deter- 
mined to turn it to his own account, and to aim a 
bold stroke at £>Ftune, whatever were the eyent. 
" Why not hasten," he said, " to his strong-hold at 
<nce7 I am sure to find it in his house, without a 
living creature near to say me nay. Why not transport 
it quietly, I say, into my own dwelling 1 I think no 
QUB will hinder me, such a night as it ia, thundering 
as if the sky would fall ! Brides, it is past midnif^t, 
and every liviDg soul is either sheltering or asleep. I 
am alone heretoo, and the assassin of the poor misei 
must, by 6na time I diink, have taken to flight, with- 
out stopping to see-where he took refuge. So, if I 
can only keep my own counsel, who will ever sus- 
pect that Grimaldi the miser ran into my house thus 
grievously wounded, and died t This is surely then 
an unlooked for blessing ; and were I to go about, 
tiling the real truth, who knows whether I should 
be believed ? Peoi^e might say I had robbed and 
murdered him, and I should infallibly be taken and 
put to the question ; and how should I be able to 



J b, Google 



ZfiO AHTON-VltAHCXSCO OOAZZINI. 

dear myself? I dread to eoeonnter the minuters of 
justice, for most probably I ahonld never com« alire 
out of their banda. Wbat therefore will be the beUt 
Why, Fortune is said to aid the bold ; bold then will 
I be, and try to rescue inyaelf at once from a lot of 
penury and pain." Saying these words, he thmst the 
keys into hit boaom, and throning a fur cloak over 
his Moulders, faia &ce half buried in a huge sloocbed 
fast, be issued forth with a dark lantern in his band, 
offering his bosom to the pelting of the pitiless storm 
with a secure and joyous air. Arriving at the mi- 
ser's house, that stood at no great distance, he seised 
two of the largest keys, and soon made good his en- 
trance; then advancing at once to the most secret 
chamber he could find, he gained admittance by 
double keys, and behdd a large chest, which after 
much difficulty he succeeded in opening. This con- 
tained others, which were equally well secured, and 
which he had still more difficulty in unlocking; but 
what treasures opened upcm his view, when his task 
was completed ! One contained all kinds of gold 
rings, chains, sod jewels, with other ornaments, the 
most massy and valuable in their nature. In ano- 
ther were bags almost bursting with gold ducats, 
all regularly numbered and parcelled. Fazio, over- 
powered with }oy, relinquished the bags filled with 
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chains and jewds, saying, " As diete may periiaps 
be recognized, I will stick to the solid gold." HaV' 
ing secured the last then under his arm, he de- 
parted, with the keys in his belt, towards his own 
house, without meeting a single person by the way ; 
such were the pealing thunders, and the flashes of ter- 
rific light, which redoubled the terrors of the storm. 
Fazio,' however, reached his house, and having se- 
cured the treasure, changed his dress ; and being 
stout and active, he took the dead body of the miser 
in his arms, and bore it into his cellar. There he 
proceeded to make, in the floor, an excavation suf- 
ficiently large to contain his remains, into which, 
dressed exactly as he was, with the keys of all his 
treasures in his pocket, Fazio now thrust the body 
at least six feet below the earth, and covering it up, 
he fixed the whole firmly down with certain pieces 
of lime and tiles, in such a way that no one could 
perceive the place had been at all disturbed. Hav- 
ing thus disposed of the old miser, he proceeded very 
leisurely to count over the bags of mimey, to which 
be had thus become the heir ; and such was the sud- 
den blaze of gold that opened on his eyes, that it 
was with difficulty he could support the sight. Each 
bag contained exactly three thousand ducats, as it 
had been marked, which he deposited in a large chest 
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of drawers, Mcuted by a secret lock. His next i!«re 
waa to coDBume the trunk and bags in which he had 
bronght the treasure, in the great fire prepared for 
the transmutation of bis metals ; and to these he 
fdded his crucibles, his betlows, and his base metals, 
having no furdier use for them ; and having thus 
fomideted his labours, he went to rest. 

By this time the storm had abated, and it was al- 
ready day-break ; Fazio therefore continued to sleep, 
and recruit bis exhausted strength, until near ves- 
pers. He then rose, and went as far as the piazza, 
and npon the exchange, in order to learn whether there 
were any reports yet afloat in regard to the disap- 
pearance of the deceased, but he heard nothing 
either that day or the following. On the third day, 
however, the miser being no longer seen about his 
usual affairs, people b^an to make remarks, mcnre 
CspeciBlly when they saw his house abut np, suspect- 
ing some evil must have befallen him. Severn of 
his friends, with whom he had last been in company, 
thai made their appearance, relatiag every thing they 
knew ; but no further intelligence could in any way 
be dicited. Upon this the conrt issued an order 
that his dwelling should be forcibly mtered, whue 
every thing was found apparently aa he bad left it, 
to the surpriae of the spectators, and the whole of 
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bis pii^tertjr waa taken poasession of in the name of 
the govermnent. Books, writings, jewels, and fur- 
mtnre, every diing was found as it ought to be, in 
'such a way as to preclude the idea of any attempt at 
robbery. AdTertisements, however, were inunedi- 
stely-issued, offering high rewards for the produc- 
tioii of bis person, either dead or alive. All inquiries 
were in vain ; and though the subject excited consi- 
derable noise and alann, nothing whatever trans* 
pired. At the end of three months, the government, 
being at war with Genoa, and no relatives advancing 
ib&x claims, the whole of Grimaldi's goods were 
ctmfiscated for the use of the state ; but it was con- 
sidered an extraordinary circumstance that there was 
no appearance of ready money. 

Fazio in the mean while continued quiet and un- 
molested, rejoiced to perceive bow well the affair 
went off, and leading a bi^ipy liie with his wife and 
fiunily, who were now retnmed to him. To tbem 
be did not venture to breathe a syllable of his good 
fortune; and had he fortunately persisted in diis 
resolution, be would have avoided the utter dowi^ 
ftU and ruin of his iamily. For the a£^x bad at- 
ready begun to be Jbrgotten, gradually dying away 
for ever, and Fazio had ^en out that be was about 
to take a journey into France, for the purpose of 
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disposing of sereral bars of silver which he had re- 
c«itly made; a report ridiculed by many vho nere 
anare that he had abeady thrown away his time, his 
labour, and money, in forging the jwecious metals, 
while bis friends strongly dissuaded him irom leav- 
ing the place, observing that he mif^t carry on his 
experimeats at Pisa as well as at Paris. But our 
goldsmith had adopted his plan, very well knowing 
that he had plenty of good silver to dispose of; 
though pretending that he had not money enougit 
for his journey, he mortgaged a little farm for one 
hundred florins, half of which he took with him, and 
left the other half for his wife. He then took his 
passage in a vessel to Marseilles, deaf to all the team 
and entreaties of bis wife, who besought bim not to 
throw away the last of their little substance, and 
abandon her and her litde ones to penury and to woe. 
"When," she said, " were we happier or better, than 
when you pursued your own trade, bringing us daily 
enough for all our wants 1 Leave us not then to 
solitude and despair 1" Fazio, tenderly soothing her, 
promised on His return to throw such a golden har- 
vest into her lap, as would console her for all past 
suffwings ; but stiD in vain. " For," she continued, 
" if all this fine silver really exist, it will surdy be 
as valuable here as in France ; but I fear you want 
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to desert us for ever ; and when once diese fifty du- 
cats are spent, what will become of me, wretch that 
I am 1 Alas, must I go begging with these help- 
less Uttle oneB 7 Must I lose you, and be left to so- 
litude and tears?" Hei husband, who loved ber 
most affectionately, unable to behold ber affliction, 
detennined to acquaint her with his good fortune, 
and kissing her tenderly, he took her one day after 
dinner into the chamber where he had concealed his 
newly acquired wealth, and related to her the parti- 
culars that had occurred. He then exhibited the 
whole of the riches he possessed, bags of ducats, 
silver and gold without end ; and such was the asto- 
nishment and delight of his now happy wife, that 
she flung ber anus in an extasy of pleasure round 
his neck, and weeping, b^ged forgiveness for all 
the c<»n{tlaints and reproaches she had used. In- 
sisting upon her promise of secrecy, Fazio then ac- 
quainted her with his future plans, explaining how 
shortly he meant to return to ber, and what a joyfii] 
and tmintermpted course of happiness would thence- 
forward be theirs. She no longer objected to his 
departure ; but taking a tender &rewell, bade him 
to think of her, and hasten as soon as possible his 

The next morning, accordingly, having welt se- 
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cured the valuable metali he waa taking along widt 
him, double locked and barred, and leaving a large 
portioa of his treasures with his wiie, be went on 
board, accompanied by the regrets and reproaches 
of all his fliendsi in nhich his wife, the better to 
conceal her feelings, a&ected to join. Indeed die 
whole city united in ridiculing his enterprise, and some 
who had known him in his better days, expressed 
their opinion that he ought to be taken care o^ tor 
that be was certainly inclined to run mad. Others 
said, that they had long been aware what would be 
the consequence, and he would very soon share the 
bteofhismad predecessors in the accursed art of al- 
chemy, that mined, instead of enriching its followers. 
In spite of all, however, Fazio set sail, and with pros- 
perous breeees, soon arrived at Marseilles, taking 
care by the way to throw the whole of his chemical 
apparatus into the sea, reserving only the more va- 
luable ardcles he had obtained from the miser's house, 
with which he lartded, and proceeded with the car- 
riers as far as Lyons. In a few days after, he emp- 
tied the contents of his money-bags, depositing a 
laige sum at one of the first banks, for which he re- 
ceived letters of exchange on Pisa, some at the house 
of Lanfranchi, and others at that of Gnalandi ; after 
which he sat down to write to bis wife, acquaintiag 



Digiiizcdt* Google 



NOVELLA V. 257 

her Oat he had disposed of his aitver, and intended 
shortly to return to Pisa. This letter the lady shew- 
ed to her father, as well as to the reat of Fazio's 
friends . and relations, some of whom expreased them- 
sdvea much aurprised, while others dedared that he 
was a ruined man, the truth of which would speedily 
appeal. Soon after, having received his letters of 
credit, Fazio 1^ Lyons for MaraeilleB, and thence 
taking ship (or Leghorn, he had the pleasure, in a 
short time, of again beholding his wife and duldrm. 
Embracing them a^n and again, he declared that 
he had aucceeded beyond his utmost expectations, 
while the tidings ([uickly spread among his acquaint- 
ance, that he had returned home rich with the pro- 
ducts of his metals. He lost no time in presenting 
his letters of credit, on which he received nine thou* 
•and gold ducats, which were immediately sent to 
his house, exciting the joy and congratulations of 
all his relatives and frienda. 

ThuB finding hiraself one of the richest men in his 
trade, and with the credit of having realized his fear- 
tune by his own ingenious experiments, Fazio began 
to^ think of living in a more splendid manner, and of 
sharing some of his happiness with hia friends. In 
tlie first [Jace, therefore, he bought an estate, and then 
a handsome house, besides making several other rich 
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purchases ; and inTesting his money in such advan- 
tageous concerns as offered, he soon aastuned the 
tnanners and establishment of a prince. He added 
to the number of his domestics, and set up two eqoi- 
pages, the one for himself, and the other foi his 
lady ; his sonit were distinguished for the richfiess 
of their apparel ; and he continued to live on the 
happiest terms with his wife, enjoying together the 
luxuries and pleasures which they had at command. 
Pippa, to whom such a life was wholly new, hecaUie 
somewhat vain of the change, and was in the habit 
of inviting her acquaintance to witness it, amottg 
whonl was an old lady, with her iair daughter, whom 
she invited to come and stay some time with her. 
Fazio, to whom she said that they wooJd be of use to 
her in a variety of ways, was induced to give hia con- 
sent, happy to perceive that they assisted his wife in 
the cares of hei establishment, and that they aU lived 
on the best terms together. 

But fortune, the constant enemy of any long conti- 
nued enjoyment and content, was preparing to change 
the colour of theit fate, and turn this summer, sweet- 
ness and glory of their days, into the chilling win- 
ter of sorrow and despair. For it was the cruel lot 
of Fazio to become enamoured of the yoimg channs 
of the fair Maddelena, the daughter of their goeat ; 
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and sneh was hii eontiinied and vicdent paaaion, that 
be at length ancceeded, by the moat conaummate 
art, in leading her from the paths of imiocence, 
Thar iatereoarse continued for aome time unknown 
to his poor wife, and he ccmferred on his unhappy 
Ttethn the most lavish proofa of his regard. But aa 
&ey became bolder with impunity, the unsnspicions 
Pippa could not, at length, fail to be aware of the 
ttatb, and displayed the indignation of her feelibga 
(HI die subject in no very gentle terins. She re- 
proached her fair guest with still more bittemesa, and 
one day took occasion, in Fazio's absence, to drive 
her with the utmost fury and opprobrium from her 
boose. Fazio, on retoming home, was greatly in- 
cmsed at these proceedings, and continued, with the 
«me in&tuation, to lavish the same fkvours upon 
the young Maddelens as before. On this account, 
■cenea of tbe most cruel and diatressing nature were 
continually occurring between htm and his wife ; tbe 
^mon of jealousy had taken poasesskm of her bo- 
aora, and fanuly peace and Jove were thenceforward 
banished alike from their bed and board. Itwasinvain 
that Faaio now attempted to soothe or to subdue her 
irntated foetings. She sponied bis divided affection, 
and ahe met his threats with stiU n»>re viotent pas- 
sion, treating them with merited indigiiMion and con- 
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tenyt In order to avoid these reproaches, her has-, 
band frent to one of hia villaii, U some distanix, whi- 
ther he invited his young uustress, and continued to 
lead the same abandoned course of life, vrbile his wife 
remained plunged in the profoundest wretchedqess 
and deapsir. These feelings, however, were soon 
absorbed in rage and jealousy, when she found,;aiter, 
some months, that her husband did not retucn, and 
was lavishing still greater proofs of tenderness and 
favour upon her rival. Thus dwelling widi ceaaelcsa 
anaiety and pain upon one hatefiil idea, the sense of 
her wrongs became too great to bear, and in a short 
time abe came to the resolution of accusing her faith- 
teas and abandoned husband to the state, by revealing" 
the transaction which had led to his sudden eleva- 
tion and prosperity. ■ And this appearing the oiUy. 
resource she had left to revenge her injuries upob 
the authors of them, without further warning or con-. 
sultatioD, she proceeded alone, to consult a magis- 
trate, who holding an office simikr to that of the 
Council of Eight in our own city, took down her 
deposition, comprehending every thing she knew re- 
lative to the aflaira of her husband. She, racreover, 
directed them to the exact spot where the remaina of 
the misoc had been buried, in the cellar of their for- 
mer boiis^ and where the officers of justice accord- 
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in^y finind them. llieD Btill retaining ber in cus- 
tody, the magutrate despatched the captain of the 
band to the residence of her husband, vrhere tbey 
finutd bim enjoying himself in the society of his ikii 
Madddoia. Inunediatdy seizing him as a prisoner 
of the state, they conducted bim back to Pisa, over- 
wbdmed with the most abject despair ; and when 
biongfat up for examination, be refused to utter a syl- 
lable. Bnt bis wife being ordered to' appear agunst 
him, he cried but with a loud voice, at the sight of her, 
"This is justice, indeed!" and then turning towards 
bn*, be added : " My too great BfTection for you ha* 
brought me to this;" and, taking one of the mag^a- 
' tratea aside, he freely revealed to him the truth of 
die affiur, exactly as it had occurred. With one ac- 
cord, however, the whole council refused to give cre- 
dit to the story, asserting that there was every ap- 
pearance of hia having himself robbed and murdered 
the unfortunate Gugliehno, and threatening instantly 
to put him to the torture if he did not confess. This, 
upon his mainfflining his own Story, they proceeded 
to do, and by dint of repeated trials, they at length 
competed him to say what they pleased ; and after- 
wards proceeded to s^itence him to be broken alive 
upon the whed, while die state appropriated the 
whole of hia possessions. The remains of the miser, 



Digiizcdt* Google 



262 ANTOK-TKAKCXBOO OKAZZIXI. 

Grimaldi, were then ordered to be centOTed, and in- 
terred in sacred ground ; die beautiful Madddsna 
and her mother were driven with ignonuny team the 
villa to their former abode ; and die establishment 
of Fazio was completely broken up; his wife, widt 
her family and domestlca being compelled to take 
refuge wbererer they could. On being rdeased fn»n 
court, where she had aj^Ksred as evidence against 
her own husband, the wretched Pif^ returned home; 
but to a home desolate and des^ied by all but ber 
children. In the agony of her grief^ she wep^ she 
raved, she tore her hair, too late perceiving, mA 
feelings of mnorse, the grievous em» Ae had ccmi- 
miUed. 

The tidings spread rapidly throughout all Pisa, 
and die people joined in expressing their astonidl>- 
ment, no leas at the supposed enormity and deceit 
<^ which Fazio was accused, than at the atnage 
treachery and ingradtude of his wife. Eves her 
own relatives and friends, who asuated her, unani- 
mously agreed in condemning her conduct, repreadi- 
ing her bitterly for the degradation and ruin whieh 
she bad brought upon her fim^y ; besides the inhu- 
manity of having thus betrayed her husbaad to a 
pain&l and ignominious death. Havinc said dua, 
they left her weeping bitteily, and overpowered 
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with i])tol«nlde r«ii»Mse. On the etuoing day, the 
wretched Fazio was led foitk, and dr&mi thioHgfa 
ffae slzeeta of Pisa on a sledge ; and after beijog thiu 
aduUted to the people, he was coodoeted to tbe 
(due of execution. There, having been first broken 
upon the wheel, he was exeoited iu die presence of 
the peo[^e, and left on die sjune spot, by way of ^- 
aiDple, during die rest of the day. 

The tidings of this terrific scene ccwaing t» the 
(•n of his wife, whom he had continued cursing and 
nriling to his latest hour, in a fit of desperation she 
reaolved to take vengeance upon h^^f. AboiU 
diaaer hour then, there being few peoj^ to observe 
her, she seized her two little boys by die hand, and 
led them, weepmg, towards die greatt sqiuure, th» 
scene of the executitm; while bu^ «b qoet bar by. 
die way only bestowed their maledictions on her, and 
allowed ba to pass on. When she airived at the foot 
of die platform, where the body lay, few spectMora 
bring present, she proceeded, still wequng bitterlyi 
to aeoeud the steps of the ^atSarm, with the children 
along widt her, no one around o0ering the least re- 
utiance. There, afiecting to lament or^ the wretch- 
ed &te of her Inisband, she was sternly and severely 
Df^aided 1:^ all who stood near, who said aloud : 
" See bow she can waep now dial it is done 1 It is 
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her omi work ; she would have it so ; and let her 
therefore despair !" The wretched wife then tearing 
her h&ir, and ttriking her lovely face and bosom with 
her clenched handa, while she pressed her huming 
Ups to the cold features of her husband, next bade 
her little boys kneel down to kiss their father ; at 
which tight the suironnding spectators, forgetting their 

■ anger, suddenly burst into tears. But their disrzacted 
mother, drawing a knife from her bosom, with re- 
morseless fury, hastily plunged it into the breasts of 
ber sons, and before the people were prepared to wrest 
the deadly weapon irom her hand, she had already 

' turned it against herself, and fallen upon the lifelen 
bodies ofher husband and her children. Withaloud 
cry the people ran towards the fatal spot, where 
diey found the dying mother and her two in&nts, 
pouring their last sighs as they lay weltering in their 
blood. Tidings of this tragic scene having spread 
rapidly throughout all Pisa, crowds of people came 
hastening from all sides, filled with lamentation and 
terror, to witness so heart-rending a spectacle; where 
the yet warm. and reeking bodies of the &ther, the 
modier, and the children, were piled indiseriminatdy 
upon each other. And surely nothing we have heard 
of the woes of Thebes, of Syracuse, or of Athens, of 
Troy, or of Rome, can be said to equal the dinnes' 
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tic sorrow and calamity which Piss thus wiutess- 
ed in the lot of a single femily, the whole of which 
was swept away in one day, the innocent Tictiins 
of mistakeo jusdce. The terror and surprise of 
the inhabitants of Pisa, shortly spreading tbrou^ 
other parts of Italy, caused so great a sensation in 
the diflerent cities, that people left their houses to 
visit the &tal spot, hunenttng over the bodies of the 
innocent children, lying, with nniling countenances, 
as if buried in a profound slumber, on their parents' 
iiineral bier. It was impossible for them to restrain 
thdr tears at the sight, a sight sufficient to soften a 
heart of stone, and at which Justice herself now 
dropped her fatal sword. For she at length con- 
sented to grant to the prayers of Fazio's relati?es 
that the bodies of the hapless children should be de- 
cendy interred in the burial ground of Santa Cata- 
rina; while those of the parents, who bad died a des- 
perate and unrepentant death, were to be placed 
without the sacred bounds, under the walls of the 
city. The procession was accompanied with the tears 
and lamentationB of thousands, whose outcries against 
the cruel^ and injustice of their late, and whose 
expressions of pity for their sufferings, were loud and 
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The name of tlie Florentine aecretaiy, in his cbo-' 
ncter of k statesman and historian, is too genenllj 
known to require further iDuBtnttion in a work like 
the present. Dbtinguisbed for his polidcsl liie and 
labours, the confidential minister andadviser of prih- 
ces, and en^loyed in many important embassies, it 
^>ears somewhat singular, that we should be en- 
abled to rank him also in the list of Italian novelista. 
Such, however, seems to have been the universaUty.of 
his genius, as to lead him to prosecute the most op- 
poflite pursuits with comparative ease and success. 
Thus, in addition to his eight books of Flormtine. 
history, frran the year 1315 tol49S, bis Life of Caa- 
truccio Castricani, his Treatises upon Livy, and his 
Principe, he produced several comedies and poems, 
most of which, if not very correct, aze at least dis- 
tinguisbed for their vit and spirit. His comedies 

* Born at Florcnee about thi jear 1469 ; died in 1527. His 
nOTcl of Belpbagoi ma not published ontil 1549, twenty-two 
yean after the anthoT'i death. In pmnt of atrict duMtdogical 
order, thii nmd 'ibenld hare been huerted aanewbat esiUei in 
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are La Msndragola, and La Clitk ; and others, 
moat probably, as nell as more BpedmenH of his no- 
Tds, have existed, but never been handed down to 
u. Hia single novel of Belphagor is all, tben, we 
have here to present to tbe lover of Italian fiction ; 
llioagfa it is considered by native writerg aa ample 
eridense, from the el^ant manner in which it ia treat- 
ed, of the author's happy genius for this species of 
oomposition. Aa he flourished daring a great patt 
of the age of the Medici, he may be considered, 
also, as belonging to the writers of that golden pe- 
riod, among whom he affords us this solitary qieei- 
ram. It has thus been cited in tbe Testi di Lingoa, 
where we find mention of what is esteemed tbe bM 
etthion, in 16S0, generally called Edizione Testina. 
This edition is alluded to, as the most correct and 
grauine impression, by Poggialr, who collated it with 
that pnblitAed in the Urge edition of aU this ut- 
thor's works, that appeared in the year 1782, at 
Fhirence. 

Ib regard to die whimsical subject of the stery, 
the merit of invention would appear to boloi^ nai- 
tbei to Machiavelli nor any of his contemporaries, 
though it was long disputed which was the first to 
avail himself of it. On this point, perlu^, we 
cannot do better than refer to the authority of Mr. 
Dunlop, whose observations have been quoted is 
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a preceding page.* " The notion of this Btory," 
Mr. Dimlop further remarks, " is ingenioiu, and 
might have been made productive of entertaining 
incident, had Belphagor heen led, by hb connubial 
connexion, from one crime to another. But B^ba- 
gor is only unfoitunKte, and in no reapect guilty: 
nor did any thing occur, during his abode on e&rth, 
that testified the poner of woman in leading us to 
final condemnation. The atory of the peasant, aad 
the possession of the princesses, bears no refeience 
to the original idea with which the tsle commences, 
and has no connexion with the abject of the infernal 
deputy's terrestrial sojourn."'!' 

On this we might remark, that part of the ha- 
mour of ibe story seems to consist in Belpbagor's 
earthly career being cut short before be had served 
the full term of his apprenticeship. But from the fid- 
lies and extiavagandes into which be had already 
lounged, we are authorised to beliere, that even if 
he had been able longer to support the asperities of 
Hie lady's temper, he must, from the course be was 
pnrsuiiig, hava been led from crime to crime, or at 
least firom folly to folly, to such a degree, that be 
would in&Dibly have been condemned. 
. * Vide ute, pigs 80. 

t Htrtory of Fictioii, v<d. ii. pp. 411, 414, 416. 
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MOTXLLA FIACBVOLISBIHA. 

We read in the ancient aichivcB of Florence the £>!• 
towing account, as it was leceived from the lips of a 
very holy man, greatly respected by every one for 
the sanctity of his manners, at the period in whidi 
he lived. Ha[^mng once to be deeply absorbed in 
his prayers, sudi was their etBcacy, that he saw 
an infinite number of condemned soula, belonging to 
those miserable mortals who had died in their sins, 
undergoing the punishment due to their offences in 
the regions below. He remarked that the greater 
part of than lamented nothing so bitterly as their 

■ lUi na*«l would tppeu to have been > bToniile sat^ect of 
iniUtian, no len with the luliuis than with llj^wiiten of oIlKr 
cotmtrica. " II hu luggested," observe! Mr. Ihuilop, " the plot 
of ui old English comedy, called Grim, the Collier of Croydon, 
printed 1603 ; ind aito Belphegor, or the Muria|;e of the Devil, 
1691." Among the nirveliits of Italj it ii disrated proper^ 
having been treKted by > varietf of bandi. 
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folly in having taken wives, attributing to them the 
whole of their misfortuneB. Much surprised at this, 
MinoB and Rhadamanthus, with the rest of the infer- 
nal judges, unwiUing to credit all the abuse heaped 
upon the female sex, and wearied from day to day 
with its repetition, agreed to bring the matter before 
Pluto. It was then resolved, that the conclave of in- 
iemal prinees should form a conmiittee of inquiry, 
and should adopt such measures as might be deemed 
most advisable by the court, io order to discover the 
truth or falsehood of the calumnies which they heard. 
All being assembled in council, Pluto addressed them 
as follows : " Dearly beloved demons ! though by ce- 
lestial dispensation, and the irreversible decree of fate, 
this kingdom fell to my share, and I might strictly dis- 
pense with any kind of celestial or earthly responsibi-^ 
lity; yet as it is more prudent and respectful to con- 
sult the taws, and to beta the opinion of others, I 
have resolved to be guided by your advice, particu- 
larly in a case that may chance to cast some imputa- 
tion upon our government. For the souls of all men, 
daily arriving in out kingdom, still continue to lay 
the whole blame upon their wives, and as this ap- 
pears to us impossible, we must be careiiil how we 
deci4e in such a business, lest we, also, should come 
in for a shue of their abuse, on account of our 
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too great sererity ; and yet judgment must be pro- 
DouDced, lest we be taxed with negligence, and with 
indiffirence to the interests of justice. Now as the 
latter is the &ult of a careless, and the former of an 
unjust judge, we, wishing to avoid the trouble and 
the blame that might attach to both, yet hardly see- 
ing how to get dear of it, naturally enough apply 
to you for assistance, in order that you may look to 
it, and contrive in some way, that as we have hither- 
to reigned, without the slightest imputation upon our 
character, we may continue to do so for the future." 
The afiair appealing to be of the utmost importance 
to all the prmcea present, they first resolved that it 
was necessary to ascertain the truth, though they 
differed as to the best means of accomplishing this ob- 
ject. Some were of opinion that they ought to choose 
one, or more, from ansmg themselves, who should 
be commissioned to pay a visit to the world, and in a 
human shape endeavour personally to ascertain how 
far such reports were grounded in truth. To many 
others it appeared that this might be done without so 
much trouble, merely by compiling some of the 
wretched souls to confess the truth by the application 
of a variety of tortures. But the minority being in 
&vour of a journey to the world, they abided by the 
formra proposal. No one, however, being ambitiouB 
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of undertaking such a task, it was reiolved to leave 
die affair to chance. The lot feU upon the archTderil 
Belphsgor, who, previous to the fall, had enjoyed 
the rank of archangel in a higher woild, Thoogb he 
recdred his commission with a very ill grace, he, 
nevertheless, &lt himself constrained by Pinto's im- 
perial mandate, and prepared to execute whatever 
had been determined upon ia council. At the same 
time be took an oath, to observe the tenor of hia in- 
structions, aa they had been drawn up' with all due 
solemnity and ceremony for the purpose of his mis- 
sion. These were to the following effect : ImpTimU, 
tliat the better to promote the object in view, he 
should be furnished with a hundred thousand gold 
ducats ; secondly, that he should make use of the 
utmost expedition in getting into the world; l^iirdly, 
that after aasimiing the human form he should enter 
into the marriage state ; and lastly, that he diould 
live widi his wife flir the space of ten years. At the 
expiration of this period, he was to feign death, and 
return home, in order to acquaint his employers, 
by the fruits of experience, what really ware the re- 
spective conveniences and inconveniences of matri- 
mony. The conditions farther ran, that during the said 
ten years he should be subject to all kinds of miseries 
and disasters, like the rest of mankind ; such as 
T 2 
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poverty, priBons, and diseases, into which men are 
apt to fiUl ; unless,' indeed, he could contrive by his 
own skill and ingenuity to avoid them. ' Poor Bel- 
pbagor having signed these conditions, and received 
the money, forthwith came into the world, and hav- 
ing set up his equipage, with a numerous train of 
servants, he made a very splendid entrance into Flo* 
rence. He selected this city in preference to all 
odiws, as being most favourable for obtaining an 
usurious interest of his money ; and having assumed 
the name of Roderigo, a native of Castile, he took a 
house in the suburbs of Ognissanti, And becatise he 
was miAle to explain the instructions under which 
he acted, he gave out that he was a merchant, who 
having had poor prospects in Spain, had gone to Sy- 
ria, and succeeded in acquiring his fortune at Aleppo ; 
whence he had lastly set out for Italy, with the in- 
tention of marrying and settling there, as one of the' 
most j)oli^ed and agreeable countries he knew. 

Roderigo was certainly a very handsome man, ap- 
parently about thirty years of age, and he lived in a 
style bf life that shewed he was in pretty easy cir- 
cunutancea, if not possessed of immense wealth. 
Being moreover extremely afiable and liberal, he 
soon attracted the notice of many noble citizens, blest 
with large &milies of daughters, and small incomes. 
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The former of these were soon offered to him, from 
amoQg whom Roderigo chose a very beautifid gi^l of 
the name of Onesta, a daughter of Amerigo Donati, 
who had aUo.three sons, all grown up, and. three more 
daughters, also nearly marriageable. Though of a 
noble family, and enjoying a good reputation in 
Florence, his &ther-in-law was extremely poor, and 
maintained as poor an establishment. Roderigo, 
therefore, made very splendid nuptials, and omitted 
nothing that might tend to confer honour upon snch 
B festival ; being liable, under the law which be re- 
ceived on leaving his infernal abode, to feel all kinds 
of vain and earthly passions. He therefore soon be- 
gan to enter into all the pomps and vanities of the 
.world, and to aim at reputation and consideration 
among mankind ; which put him to no little expense. 
But more than this, he had not long enjoyed the society 
of his beloved Onesta, before he became tenderly at- 
tached to her, and was unable to behold her suffer the 
slightest inquietude, or vexation. Now, along with 
her other gifts of beauty and nobility, the lady had 
brought into the house of Roderigo such an insuffer-^ 
able portion of pride, that in this respect Lucifer him- 
self could not equalher; for her husband, who had »- 
pCTienced the effects of both, was at no loss to de- 
cide which was the most intolerable of the two. Yet 
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it became infinitely wotBe, when she discorered the 
extent of Roderigo's attachment to her, of which 
she availed herself to obtain an ascendancy over 
him, and rule him with a rod of iron. Not con* 
tent with this, when she found he would bear it, she 
continued to annoy him with all kinds of insults and 
taunts, in such a way as to give him the most indes' 
cribable pain and uneasiness. For, what with the in- 
fluence of her father, her brothers, her friends, and re- 
latives, the duty of the matrimonial yoke, and the love 
he bore her, he sufiered all, for some time, with the 
patience of a saint. It would be useless to recount the 
follies and extravagancies into which he ran, in order 
to gratify her taste for dress, and every article of the 
newest fashion, in which our city, ever so variable in 
its nature, according to its usual habits, so much 
abounds. Yet to hve upon easy terms with her, he was 
obliged to do more than this ; he had to assist his 
fkther-in-law in portioning off his other daughters ; 
and she next asked him to furnish one of her bro- 
thers with goods to saU for the Levant, another with 
silks for the west, while a third was to be set up in a 
gold-beater's establishment at Florence. In such ob- 
jects the greatest part of bis fortune was soon con- 
sumed. At length the Camival season was at hand ; 
Qte festival of St. John was to be celebrated, and the 
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whole city, as usual, was in a ferm^it. NumberB of 
the noblest fiunilies were about to vie with each other 
intheBplendouroftheicpardes; and the lady Onesta, 
being resolved not to be outshone by her acquaint- 
ance, insisted that Roderigo should exceed them all 
in the nchness of theii feasts. For the reasons above 
stated, he submitted to her will ; nor, indeed, would 
be have scrupled at doing much more, however di^ 
ficult it m^ht have been, could he have flattered 
< bimsdf with a hope of preserving the peace andconi> 
fortofhis household, and of awaiting quietly the con- 
snnnnation of his ruin. But this was not the case, in- 
asiniich as the Brrogant temper of his wife had grown 
to such a height of asperity by long indulgence, that 
be was at a loss in what way to act. His domestics; 
male and female, would no longer remain in the houae, 
beit^ unable to support, for any lenglJi of time, the 
intolerable life they led. The inconvenience which 
he suffered in consequence, of having no one to 
wbtxn he could entrust his aSairs, it is impossible to 
express. Even his own fiuniliar devils, whom he had 
brought along with him, had already deserted himt 
choosing to return below, rather than longer submit 
to the tynumy of bis wife. Left then to himself 
amidst this tnrboleBt and omhappy life, and having 
dimipated all the ready money he possessed, he was 
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compelled to live upon the hopes of the retunu 
expected from his ventures in the east and the west. 
Bang still in good credit, in order to support' his 
rank, he resorted to bills of exchange ; nor nas it 
long before, accounts running against him, he found 
himself in the same situation a« many other unhappy 
speculators in that market. Just as his case he- 
came extremely delicate, there arrived sudden tidings 
both firom east and west, that one of his wife's bro- 
thers had dissipated the whole of Roderigo's pro- 
fits in play, and that while the other was returning with 
a rich cargo, uninsured, his ship had the misfortune 
to be wrecked, and he himself was lost. No sooner 
did this affiiir transpire, than his creditors assembled ; 
and supposing it must be all over with him, though 
their bills had not yet become due, they resolved to 
keep a strict watch over him in fear that he might ab- 
scond. Roderigo, on his part, thinking that there was 
no other remedy,' and feeling how deeply he was 
bound by the Stygian law, determined at all hazards 
to make his escape. So taking horse one morning 
early, as he luckily lived near the Prato gate, in that 
direction he went off. His departure was soon known ; 
the creditors were all in a bustle ; the magistrates 
were applied to; and the officers of justice, along 
with a great part of the populace^ were despatdied 
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in pursuit Roderigo had bardly proceeded a mile be- 
fore he heard this hue and cry, and the purauerii were 
soon so close at his heels that the only resource he 
had left, was to ahandon the high road, and take to 
the open country, mth the hope of concealing him- 
self in the fields. But finding himself unable to 
make way over the hedges and ditches, he left his 
horse, and took to his heels, traversing fields of 
vines and canes until he reached Peretola, wheie he 
entered the house of Matteo del Bricca, a lahouret 
of Giovanni del Bene. Finding him at home, for 
he was busily providing fodder fijr his cattle, our 
hero earnestly entreated him to save him ftom the 
hands of his adversaries, close behind, who would 
infallibly starve him to death in a dungeon ; en- 
gaging that. if Matteo would give him refuge, he 
would make him one of the richest men alive, and 
afford him sUch proofs of it before he took his leave, 
as would convince bim of the truth of what he said. 
And if be failed to do this, he was quite content that 
Matteo himself should dehver him into the bands 
of his enemies. 

Now, Matteo, although a rustic, was a man of 
courage, and concluding that he could not lose any 
thing by the speculation, be gave him his band, and 
agreed to save bun. He then thrust our hero under 
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a heap of rubbbh, completely envelsping him in 
weeds ; so that when his pmvuers arrived, they found 
themselveB quke at a loss ; nor could they extract 
from Matteo the least information as to his ap- 
pearance. In this dilemma there was nothing left 
fbt them but to proceed in the pursuit, which they 
continued for two days, and then returned, jaded 
and diaappointed, to Florence. In the mean vbUe, 
Malteo drew our hero from his hiding place, and 
begged him to frdfil his engagement. To this his 
Aiend Roderigo replied : " I confess, brother, that I 
am under great ofoliga^ns to you, and I mean to re- 
tumthem. To leave no doubt upon your mind, I 
will inform you who I am ;" and he proceeded to ac- 
quunt him with all the particulars of the affair ; 
how he had come into the world, and married, and 
run away. He next described to his preserver the 
way in which he might become rich, which was briefly 
as follows. As soon as Matteo shoold bear of some 
lady in the neighbourhood being said to be pos- 
sessed, he was to conclude that it was Roderigo him- 
self who had taken possession of her; and be gave 
him his word, at the same time, that he would never 
leave her, until Matteo should come, and conjure 
bim to depart. In this way he might obtain what 
■um he pleased from the lady's friends for the price 
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of exorcising her; and having mutually agreed upon 
tlus {ilan, Roderigo disappeared. 

Not many daya elapsed before it was reported in 
Florence, that the daughter of Measer Amtoogio 
Amedet, a lady married to Buontyuto Tebaldncci, 
waa possessed by the devil. Her relations did not 
&il to ^ply every means usual on such occasions, to 
exfd him, such as making her wear upon her head 
Saint Zanobi's cap, and the cloak of Saint John of 
Gualberto ; but these hsd only the effect of making 
Roderigo laugb. And to convince them that it was 
really a spirit that possessed her, and that it was no 
flight of the imagination, he made the young la^ 
talk latin, hold a philosophical dispute, and reveal tlie 
ftailties of many of her acquaintance. He particu- 
larly accused a certain friar of having introduced a 
lady into his monastery in male attire, to the no small 
scandal of all who heard it, and the astonishment of 
the brodierhood. ■ Messer Ambrogio fbimd it impos- 
sible to silence him, and began to despair of bis daugh- 
ter's cure. But the oews reaching Matteo, he lost no 
dme in waiting upon Ambrogio, assuring him of his 
daughter's recovery, on condidon of his paying him 
five hundred florins, with which to purchase a isrm at 
Perebda. To this Messer Ambrogio consented; and 
Halteo immediately ordered a number of masses to be 
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said ; after which he proceeded with gome unmeant 
iog ceremonies calculated to give solemnity to his 
task. Then approaching the young lady, he whis- 
pered in her ear : " Roderigo, it ia Matteo that is 
come. So do as we agreed upon, and get ouL" Rode- 
rigo replied : " It is all well ; but you have not asked 
enough to make you a rich man. So when I depart 
I win take possession of the daughter of Charles, king 
of Naples, and 1 will not leave her till yoa come. 
You may then demand whatever you pleaae for your 
reward ; and mind that you never trouble me a^n." 
And when he had said thisi he went out of the lady, 
to the no small delight and amazement of the whole 
city of Florence. 

It waa not long again, before the accident that had 
happened to the daughter of the king of Naples, began 
to be buzzed about the comitry, and all the mookish 
remedies having been found to fail, the king hearing 
of Matteo, sent for him from Florence. On arriving 
at Naples, Matteo, after a few ceremonies, performed 
the cure. Before leaving the princess, however, Ro- 
derigo said: "You see, Matteo, I have kept my 
promise, uid made a rich man of you ; and I owe you 
nothing dow. So henceforward, you will take care to 
keep out of my way, lest as I have hitherto done yon 
some good, just the contrary should happen to you 
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in future." Upon this Matteo tfaoogbt it best to le- 
turn to Florence, after receiving fifty thousand du- 
cats irom his majesty, in order to eujoy bis riches in 
peace ; and never once imagined that Roderigo would 
come in his way again. But in this he was deceived; 
for he soon beard that a daughter of Lewis, king 
of France, was possessed by an evfl spirit, which 
disturbed our frjend Matteo not a little : thinking 
of his majesty's great authority, and of what Rode- 
rigo had said. Hearing of Matteo's great skill, and 
finding no other remedy, the king despatched a mes- 
senger for him, whom Matteo contrived to send back 
with a variety of excuses. But this did not long 
avail him ; the king applied to the Florentine coun- 
cil, and our hero was compelled to attend. Arriving 
with no very pleasant sensations at Paris, he was 
introduced into the royal presence, when he assured 
his majesty that though it was true he had acquired 
some fame in the course of his demoniac practice, he 
couldby no means always boa^t of success: and that 
some devib were of such a desperate character, as 
not to pay the least attention to threats, enchant- 
ments, or even the exorcisms of rehgion itself. He 
woidd nevertheless do his majesty's pleasure, entreat-, 
ing at the same-time to be held excused, if it should 
happen to prove an obstinate case. To this the king. 
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made answer, that be the case what it might, he 
would certainly hang him if he did not succeed. It 
is impossible to describe poor Matteo's terror and 
perplexity on hearing these words ; but at length 
mustering courage, he ordered the possessed prin- 
cese to be brought into his presence. Approaching 
as usual close to her ear, he conjured Roderigo is 
the most humble terms, by all he h^ ever done for 
him, not to abandon him in such a dilemma ; but to 
show soine sense of gratitude for past services^ and 
to leave the princess. " Ah I thou traitorous vil- 
lain!" cried Roderigo, "hast thou, indeed, ventured 
to meddle in this business ? Doat thou boast thy- 
self a neb man at my expense ? I will now con- 
vince the world and thee of the extent of my power, 
both to give and to take away. I shall have the 
pleasure of seeing thee hanged before thou leavest 
this place." Poor Matteo finding there was no 
remedy, said nothing more ; bnt like a wise man, 
set his head to work, in order to discover some 
other means of expelling the spirit ; for which pur- 
pose he said to the king: " Sire, it is as I feared : 
there are certain spirits of so maligiKuit a charac- 
ter, that there is no keeping any terms with diem, 
and tltis is one of them. However, I wiU make a last 
attempt, and I trust that it will succeed ai 
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our wishes. If not, I am in your majesfy'a poweri 
and I hope you will take compassion on iny innocence. 
" In the first place, I have to entreat that your ma- 
jesty will order a large stage to he erected in the 
centre of the great square, such as will admit the no- 
btli^ and de^y of the whole city. The stage ought 
to be adorned with all kinds of silks, and with doth 
of gold, and with an altar raised in the middle. To- 
morrow morning I would have your majesty, with 
your full train of lords and ecclesiastics in attend- 
ance, seated in order, and in magnificent array, as 
spectators of the scene, at the said place. There, 
after having celebrated solemn mass, the possessed 
princess must appear: but I have in particular to 
entreat, that on one side of the square may be sta- 
tioned a band of men with drums, trumpets, horns, 
tambours, bagpipes, cymbals, and kettle-drums, and 
all other kinds of instruments that make the most 
infernal noise. Now, when I take my hat off, let the 
whole band strike up, and approach with the most 
horrid uproar towards the stage. This, along with a 
few other secret remedies which I shall apply, will 
surely compel the spirit to depart," 

These preparations were accordingly made by the 
royal command; and when the day, being Sunday 
momiag, arrived, the stage was seen crowded with 
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people of rank, and the square with the people. Masa 
was celebrated, and the possessed princess conducted 
between two bishops, with a train of nobles, to the 
ipot. Now when Hoderigo beheld so vast a con- 
course of people, together with all thia awful prepa- 
ration, be was almost struck dumb with astonish- 
ment, and said to himself: " I wonder what that 
cowardly wretcb is thinking of doing now ? Does 
he imagine I have never seen finer things than these 
in the regions above ? Aye ; and more horrid things 
below. However, I will soon make him repent it at 
all events." Matteo then approaching him, besought 
him to come out ; but Roderigo replied : " Oh, you 
think you have done a fine thing now ! What do you 
mean to do with all this trumpery ? Can you esc^ie 
my power, think you, in this way, or elude the ven- 
geance of the king ? Thou poltroon villain, I will 
have thee hanged for this !" And as Matteo con- 
tinued the more to entreat him, his adversary still 
vilified him in the same strain. So Matteo believing 
there was no dme to be lost, made the sign with hit 
hat, when all the musicians who had been stationed 
there for the purpose, suddenly struck up a hideous 
din, and ringing a thousand peals, approached the 
spot. Roderigo pricked up his ears at the sound, 
quite at a loss what to think, and rather in a per- 
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turbed tone of voice, he asked Matteo what it meant. 
To this the latter returned, apparently much alarmed: 
" Alas, dear Rodeiigo, it is yam: wife; she is coming 
for you 1" It is impossible to give an idea of the 
anguish of Roderi^'s mind, and the strange altera- 
tion which bis feelings underwent at that name. Tbe 
moment the name of " wife" was pronounced, he had 
no longer presence of mind to consider whether it 
were probabUe, or even possible, that it could be her. 
Without replying a single word, he leaped out and 
fled in the utmost terror, leaving the lady to herself 
and preferring rather to return to his infernal abode, 
and render an account of his adventures, than run 
the risk of any turther sufFerings and vexations un- 
der the matrimonial yoke. And thus Belphagor again 
made his appearance in the infernal domains, bearing 
ample testimony to the evib introduced into a house- 
hold by a wife ; while Matteo, on his part, who knew 
more of the matter than the devil, returned trium- 
phantly home, not a little proud of the victory he 
had achieved. 
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This writer, who flourished about the middle of the 
sixteenth centtuy, was by birth a Milanese,' and traced 
his family origin to Piacenza. He devoted bimself 
to the medical profession, in which he may probably 
have imbibed those heretical opinions which led to 
his subsequent banishment, many of the physicians 
of that period being distinguished for the freedom 
of their religious sentiments. It is said by some of 
the authorities that Lando wbs an Augustine friar, 
but the fact tliat he was persecuted for the heretical 
tendency of his opinions, militates against this asser- 
tion, which seems to be unsupported by any kind of 
evidence. It is certain that he abandoned his native 
country in drtfad of an impending martyrdom, and 
nnbraced tlie party of Luther on retiring into Ger- 
niany, where he ended his days in poverty and dis- 
tress. We may thus account for the-varioiis theolo- 
. gical discussions which we find mingled with his 
'writings, both in the Italian and Latin languages. 
* Vsiii CompomBKUti dj M, Ortenuo Loodo : Venice, 1 5S2, 
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His novels, to the number of fourteen, appeared with 
a coUection of his Farii Cotnponimmti, at Venice, in 
1652. According to the author's own statement, 
they were composed in imitation of the great Boc- 
caccio, however far they may be from reaching the 
excellence of their model. He may nevertheless be 
allowed to take his rank among the best novelists of 
that day; iriio were as anxious to persuade their rea- 
ders of their lesemblance to Boccaccio, as their pre- 
decessors had been to testify the truth and originality 
of their stories,* 

Lando is considered remarkable for the easy and 
graceful flow of his language, in which he has scarce- 
ly any competitOT. His narratives, likewise, in point 
of incident, are in general very lively and pleasing. 
Liks Gruzlni, whom he most resembled, be was of 
ft very whimBical disposition, and is said to have 
. been so strongly addicted to the sin of scandal, that, 
in de&ult of other subjects, he was unable even to 
spare himself; having drawn w> unfavourable a por- 
tiait of his own character, as to leave his orthodox 
enemies very little to say against bun. The thir- 
teen& story of Lando, in the opinion of Mr. Dunk^ 
posiGMes intrinsic excdlence, and fbims one of the 
following selection. 

* Histoiy of Finian, vol. ii, p. 441. 
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NOVELLA IV. 

AluitEZi), King of Navane, wu one of the moat 
cruel and BanguinaryiHrtnoeti of his age. Altogetber 
unworthy of the name (^ king, there was nothing aa- 
cred in hi* eyes, nothing that eeemed to restrain him 
in hit ferocioug career. He was Dever known to 
evince marks of pleasure, except where rapine and 
violation attended i^ion his steps. This unnaturd 
disposition he more particularly indulged towards 
those who had most essentially served him; until, 
ttoable longer to endure the extrane severity of bis 
yoke, his own nobles rose up in arms, and excited 
the p^ple to revolt. The signal being once given, tbey 
mahed forward in crowds towards the palace, in order 
to utiate their vengeance upon the spot. Incapable 
of making head t^ainst the wrath of his exasperated 
fea^e, the sense of hia past Crimea suddenly smote 
apon the soul of the monarch, and he stood, for a 
mnmiiiit, the image of anguish and despair : but the 
' tidings of fate bursting louder and louder on his ear. 
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he recollected a secret staircase which led to the 
hack of his palace, and, snatching up the young 
prince his son, by Queen Altiha, a daughter of the 
King ot Spain, he attempted to escape from the pa- 
lace, ah'eady enveloped in flames. His h^, his 
royal mantle, and even his features, were scorched 
with the excessive heat ; but the child, whom he had 
carefully wrapped in a flannel gown, escaped unhurt. 
In this state he succeeded, in a quarter where the 
assailants were but few, in making his way beyond 
the precincts of the palace, and at length, after iofi- 
nite risks, be passed the frontiers of his own domi- 
nions. With slow and p^ful footsteps, he then 
proceeded, begging alms by the way, from country 
to coimtry, having exchanged his royal garments for 
a pauper's dress, and wishing, yet afraid, to die. 
Hb' exasperated subjects meeting neither with him 
nor his soni whose name was Vitrio, concluded that 
they bad both perished in the fiames, and imme- 
diately proceeded to elevate to the throne his brother 
Aldobiandino, a tnse and temperate prince, who 
jffoved himself worthy of thdr choicei 
' Manfred, in the mean t^ile, continued to traverse 
various r^ons, with his little boy, who sometimes 
walked at his side, and sometimes was borne in his 
fether's arms, encountering unnumbered perils and 
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deprivotioDB, and stung with remone at the' recol- 
lection of his past enormities. Drooping at length 
under the weight of years and infirmities, he arrived 
at Sienna, where he allied for admission into the 
public hospital, and was charitably received: Find- 
ing himself here approaching the termination of his 
days, while his poor son, Vitrio, stood weeping by 
his side, he entreated the governor, and some othe* 
gentlemen of the city, to visit him before he expired. 
Several persons having compUed with this request, 
King Manfred, turning towards the boy with tears 
in his eyes, addressed him as follows ; — '■ Behold, 
my child, the well merited punishment of cruelty 
and sin ! Behold me, a lone and banished man, pe- 
riBhing of want, as you have frequently witnessed, 
during our long and painful pilgrimage. It is my 
wish before I leave you, to reveal the history of our 
birth and name, for yon are nobly bom, and some- 
time you may, perhaps, profit by a knowledge of 
the truth. My name is Manfred, the tyrant of Na- 
varre, and you are the of&pring of my Queen Altilia, 
daughter of King Severos of Spain. I saved yon, 
at imminent risk, from die flames kindled by an in- 
dignant people, in order to envdope us in the ruins 
of oui own palace. Believing us to have perished in 
the flames, my brother was elevated to the vacant 
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thione, and I became a wretched exile, sufiering 
loder the incessant attacks of remorse, poverty, and 
despair. But 1 have to beseech you, my son, that 
you will obey me in what I am about to request ;— 
that you will ever bear in mind those precepts of 
your ancestors, which I myself so unhappily violated 
(H neglected ; and thua avoid the horror of being sur- 
rounded by the threatening arms of an ii^ured and 
exasperated people. Imprint, then, the four follow- 
ing maxims upon your memory. In the first place, 
never abandon the old path for the new ; secondly, 
never attach youiself to a woman whom you may not 
lawfiilly call your own; thirdly, marry no woman till 
you have fiist seen her, and found Iter nobility of 
birth to be worthy of sharing your high rank ; fburdi- 
ly, never strike your enemy, until you have first 
thrice drawn your sword, and thrice sheathed it in 
the scabbard." Then, having taken a tender leave of 
his son, and, fully aensible of bis late crimes, re- 
ceived the sacrament, and reconciled himself ta ear 
holy church, he turned himself upon his side and ex- 
pired. During this scene, the surrounding spoc- 
taburs were bathed in tears ; but their grief was lost 
in the deeper lamentations of the unha^y youth 
who wept over his fiitber, as the first and the last 
ftiMtd he ever had in the world. " Wbitlier shall I 
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go ? Where aliaU I seek a reAige ddw I" he cried, 
" my dear, dear father, thou hast left me without 
hope or stay 1" But some gentlemen of Sienna, tear- 
ing him almost forcibly from the body, caused the 
deceased to be honorably interred at the public eX' 
pense ; nor could his son have received more ample 
prooti of regard, had he been the immediate buc- 
ceasor to a throne. For the noblest Siennese fami- 
lies invited him to their houses, and in a short time 
they selected a deputation of gentlemen to accom- 
pany him into the kingdom of his grandfather, and 
to bear wiOiess to the decease of Manfred, and the 
maim^ in which he had eluded the vigilance of his 
people. He was welcomed by King Severus with the 
utmost kindness, the Siennese ambassadors receiv- 
ing also public testimony of his ap^rob^ion of their 
conduct, in a variety of rich donations to grace their 

Pleased with the young prince's conduct and dis- 
position, the king brought him up at his own court ; 
and when he had reached his sixteenth year, he be- 
stowed upon him the hand of one of the most beau- 
tiful princesses of Portugal, celebrating his espousals 
with the bright Cillenia in the most pompous and 
magnificent manner. Not very long aiW this, Vi- 
trio was seised with a violent fever, and in order to 
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&cilitate his recovery, he made a pious vow to visit 
as a pilgrim the holy cities of Rome and Jerusalein. 
.On his convalescence, therefore, he entreated the 
king to permit him to fulfil hjs vow, which he doubted 
not had restored him an far to health. This, with 
some difficulty, being at length granted by the king, 
who tenderly loved him, the invalid set out, loaded 
with rich presents, and attended by a noble train. 
Having visited Rome, and made the due offerings 
at the holy shrine,-he. departed for Ancona, where he 
hired a noble galley to convey him to the port of 
Baruti, situated not very far from Jerus^em. He 
was borne by prosperous breezes until he arrived near 
the isle of Cyprus, when a sudden tempest arising, 
the vessel was driven off the coast of Syria, and being 
dashed to pieces on the rocks, about twenty of the 
passengers were saved and captured by the neigh- 
bouring inhabitants. But Vitrio, with several of his 
companions, had first escaped to shore, and continued 
his flight during the whole of that day along the 
coast, without any nutriment, until they were over- 
powered by fatigue. The following morning, meet- 
ing with some wild berries, they recruited their ex- 
hausted strength, and were fortunate enough, after 
long toil, to reach a spring of water near the shore ; 
but so dark and turbid as to be extremely nauseous 
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to the taste. Vitrio theQ threw hinuelf, overwhelmed 
vidi sorrow and weariness, npon the sands, desirous 
of obtaining some repose. On seeing this, two of 
his attendants began to lament theii unhappj' &te, 
and, reproaching him with want of feeling in having 
paid DO attention to them, they resolved to consult 
their own safe^, and to abandon him as he lay. 
Awakening soon after, he arose and called them by 
their names, and, when those who remained &ith- 
ful to him came forward, he besought them not to 
desAt him ; for he had dreamed, that, while he 
slept, : his. companions had departed. Under the im- 
pression that they had all conspired to betray him, 
be now besought them most tenderly as friends and 
brothers, diat they would neither be ungenerous 
enough to injure him, nor to abandon him to his &te. 
Thus addressing them, with tears in his eyes, he 
resumed his way ; and about the middle of the day 
it so happened, that he again fell in with the two ca- 
valiers who bad agreed to leave him. Weary with 
travelling altHig the shore, where nothing was found 
to satisfy the cravings of hunger and tliirst, Vitrio 
determined to strilie into the interior of the country. 
They soon afterwards arrived at a spot where two path- 
ways met; one of which appeared new and spacious, 
the othbi' ^travelled, and overgrown with briars and 
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thomti. Vitrio, here recollecting the advice given him 
by his father, never to abandon the old path to walk in 
the new, came to the resolution of persevering in the 
&anry way. Upon observing this, the two cavaliers 
who had before abandoned him, began to reproach 
him with his folly in persevering in a road whidi 
would certainly lead his companions into destruction. 
But Vitrio, deigning not to reply, pursued the path 
which he had chosen, followed by Lambrone and 
Gelso only, two ofhia attendants, who stiU remained 
faithfid to him. The sun had scarcely gone down 
hetore the latter travellers reached a large town call- 
ed Rama, at a short distance from Zaffo, a place to 
which a great nnmher of Christiana used to resort. 
Gelso, who understood the language of the country, 
there procured provisions for their support, and the 
following day they arrived at ZafFo ; while the two 
cavaliers, who had traversed the great road, attended 
by the rest of the crew, were all surprised and cut 
off by banditti, with the exception of a single man, 
who hrouf^t tidings of their fate to Za0b. In a few 
days they again resumed their journey, and had the 
good fortune to reach Jerusalem, where, after reli- 
giously observing their vows, they bent tbeir way 
towB3^ the sea-shore, and, passing into Cyprus, the 
prince there feU sick, and was confined to his couch 
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for die space of a yeut. When he recorerecl, hia 
two faithful friends, Gelso and Lambrone, likewise 
fell sick, and died soon after. Vitrio shed many 
teara over their graves, and it was long before he 
again recovered sufficient fortitude to resume hia 
way, whithersoever IiiB destiny might lead. But tean 
availed him nothing, and, having exhausted his othn 
"Teaauiws, he betook himself to a few jewels, which 
he disposed of to the best advantage, and proceeded 
slowly towards Nicozia. He there lemaiiied some 
time in the court of King Troilus, who, pleased with 
his gentle mannerH, no less than with the story of his 
adventures, granted him a refuge &om the assanlls 
of fortune. But even here, alas, she did not long 
ceaae to persecnte him ; for a daughter of Theodoro, 
lord of Aizu£fb, becoming deeply enamoured of him, 
soon gave him to understand, by secret messages, 
that she had bestowed upon him her whole heart, 
and loved him more than herself. Again recollecting 
hia father's instructions, not to attach himself to ai^ 
woman but his lawful wife, Vitrio received her over- 
tures with the utmost coldnesa, and at length began 
to avoid her presence, in order to shew hia decided 
aversion to her suit. The consequences of this pro- 
ceeding were soon felt by Vitrio, for the lady, indigo 
nant at his rejectioD of her advances, changed her 
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love into tike fiercest anger and disdain. In order to 
ensure a safe revenge, she gave orders to her nurse, 
to deposit a case' of jewellery under the young piince'e 
couch ; and the wicked old woman having obeyed 
her, the prince was immedialely accused by the of- 
fended lady of having cammitted the tlieft. After 
enduring solitary confinement for the space of two 
years, he was sentenced to terminate his days upon 
the gallows. Now it was an ancient custom of- the 
island, that every criminal, condemned to death, had 
the power of redeeming himself by the payment of 
two thousand byzants. But this unlia]^iy youth had 
already expended all his resources in . feeing the 
judges, I the advocates, and the courtiers, in order to 
obtain the exercise of their influence in a final appeal to 
the monarch. In fact he was now completely destitute, 
and there was nothing left for him, but to summon 
fortitude to die. His eyes were already bound, and 
he was fast approaching the scene of execution, when 
a beautiful maiden, who had lately succeeded to a 
large mheritance, observed him passing along, buried 
in the profoundest affliction. Taking conq>assion on 
his fate, and impelled by a tenderer feeling, she in- 
stantly offered the amount of the fine, and claimed, 
at the same time, the young man's deliverance, if he 
would consent to accept her as his spouse. It is im- 
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possiUe turn to describe the mental struggles of the 
UDfortunate youth, and ne may justly estimate the 
magnanimity of his soul, in hesitating as to a proposal 
of marriage, although the preaeivatioa of his life de- 
pended upon his acc^ttance of it. Even now he de- 
bated within himself whether to perish, or to violate 
the commands of his holy religion, by taking two 
wives. In this emergency he recollected the injunc- 
tion of his &ther not to marry until he bad seen 
the lady, and aacert^ned her nobility of birth ; and 
he therefore requested to see the maiden, and to be 
inforoied as to her extraction. The bandage was 
removed from his eyes, and the officer, pointiiig 
out the lady, observed, " Behold the' fair daughter 
of the merchant PaUiodoro." On bearing these 
words, Vitrio, turning to the officers of justice, bade 
them lead on, for that he was content to suSer. 
" The crown of Navarre," he exclaimed, " must 
never sit upon the head of a merchant's daughter, 
however esalted a soul she may possess. Heaven, I 
trust, will giant her a better husbuid than I shall 
ever-make her ; and as for me, if it be w^ that I 
should escape God. will yet provide the means." 
Hearing these expressions, and beholding the firm 
and noble deportment of the' prisoner, the chief uf- 
-fic^ despatched a messenger to the king, saying, that 
VOL. n. X 
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the youthiiil atranger had refused the price of Ids re- 
demptioD, and the hand of the rich daughter of Pal- 
liodoro. The king then ordered Vitrio to be brought 
before him, and obtained from him a full confession 
of his previous history, of his long wanderings and 
sufferings, after having tied with his father, and begged 
their bread in foreign lands : "Compassionate, then," 
continued Vitrio, " most noble prince, my strange and 
unhappy fortunes. Permit me not to suffer, until my 
accusers have been again examined : you will find that 
I am innocent, and that I do not deserve to die. Your 
majesty will not, therefore, deny me thst jostice whicb 
I have not yet received." . The two woiQen being then 
brought into the presence of the Icing, and threaten- 
ed with torture if they did not forthwith reveal the 
whole truth, immediately confessed the falsehood of 
the charge, and were condemned to perpetual impri- 
sonment. 

The monarch then commanded a noble vessel to 
be fitted out, in order to coov^ the stranger to the 
shores of Spain. Returning his grateful thanks, Vi- 
trio departed, and soon after landed in the territo- 
ries of King Severua, and proceeded towards his 
court, reflecting on the results of his obedience to 
his dear Other's precepts. It was just on the point 
of nightiaU, as he reached the outskirts of the royal 
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pabce, where, giving Ua name to the astonUied of- 
ficers, who had long munbaed him with the dead, 
he|)roceeded up the staircase, and along the spacious 
gaUeries, alon& The first o^eet wUch he b^eld, 
OD approaching the scene of his farmer pleasures 
and power, was a.lsdj' caressing' an in&nt in her 
amis ; the satiie hdy, whom he had left so young, 
his own diejished aad' hononcd bride. His. fiist im- 
pulse was afeeUng of jealousy, and, bdiBTing that she 
was caressing an adulterous oKpring, he was on the 
pout of unsheathing his sword, and sacrifidng th^ 
both to his xevei^. But the memory of his father 
once move mShed into his mind : " Never," he ex> 
daimed within temself, " strike your foe, until you 
have thrice drawn your sword from its scabbard:" 
and he stood and gazed fearfully some moments at 
the lady and the child. The latter, startled at ihf 
gVttering blade, tan screMBii^ towards- its mother^ 
wbo sat with hor ftce turned partly aside flwn hw 
hnsbsod'a view, ciying out that- a man was coming 
t» kill him. " Seep, deep, Uttk- ibcdfrik («)e," te- 
pKed hia modier -, " no man, smee my dear husband 
left me, has ever passed this sad chamber door." 
Catching the sound of these words, Vitrio, breath- 
ing a prayer of gratitude to his father's spirit, quickly 
sheathed his sword, uid hearing his child repeating 
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the name of mother, he rushed forward, and the 
n£3Lt tnoment found them both dasped widiin his 
arms. His voice and features were still so familiar to 
the fancy of the princess, that she knew him in a mo- 
ment ; and a sudden flood of joyous tears at once ex~ 
pressed and relieved the deep emotions of her breast. 
The tidings quickly spreading abroad, the prince 
was immediately introduced into the presence of the 
king,, who received faim as if he had recovered his 
own son. A general festival was in consequence 
proclaimed, throughoat the kingdom, and jousts and 
tonmaments were celebrated. The King o( Por- 
tugal, his father-in-law, demonstrated no less satis- 
faction at his return, which he evinced by the potnp 
and magnificence of his entertainments. In after 
years, Prince Vitrio succeeded to the throne of hia 
gmndiather, to which, before his ' decease, he ad- 
ded the .sceptre of his'unde, and of his wife's &- 
ther,.thus reigning over three several countries. He 
was blessed with a numerous progeny, and as he had 
always aj^oved himself a fond and obedient son, he 
had the ddight of embracing only wise and afl^tion- 
ate.duldieii. 
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Thb&b viob once a gentleman of Verona, named 
Messer Ufo da Santa Sofia, who devoted himself with 
such assiduity to the study of the arts and sciences, 
and especially to the contemplation of (he heaTeoly 
bodies, that he had become &mous throughout the 
whole country. Whether planets, or fixed ot waiw 
dering stars, fiery comets, satellites, or lunar orbs, 
he boasted the most intimate acquaintance with all 
ibaz motiooa, and foretold dieir revolutions in hea- 
ven, without, the risk which he incurred, when'h^ 
ventured to .prophecy respecting those which should 
happen on earth. He foretold the death of King 
Robert, and the succession of a female to the thrpiie; 
The confines of Hungary, he predicted, were to ex- 
tend eyea as,&r as Greece, and would afterwards 
reiu^ the plain of .Troy; and he eraelt the approach 
of that, horrid pestilence, which 'committed such 
dreadiiil devastations in the memorable year 1348. 
But suffice it to observe, diat die accuracy of his 
predictions was such, that bis reputation spread 
through Europe, . and none of its princes ever found 
themselves in difficulty, vithout sending for Messer 
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Ugo, to eojoy the advantage of his sage admonitioos. 
We must not be surprised, therefore, to hear tbat 
he became a little vain of these his unearthly powers, 
iriuch, in his own opinion, were altogether infallible. 
Now it so fell out, tbat one day durbg harvest time 
he waAta his country house, for he took great i^ea- 
BUie in seeing the com threshed in the bam ; when 
one of his neighbours, an ancient villager, very Well 
(^ in the world, called upon him to communioate 
what he Considered ta be rather important inibnna- 
tion, at that season of the y«ar. Being somewhat 
lame in one of his l^s, he was in the habit of 
ridiUg a bettutifiil ass, frOm which he now B%Iited 
atlhedoorof MeeserUgo. " I have called upcm you, 
a^ I was nding by, just to tdl jTon, Messer Ugo, 
-that I think it would be prudent in 3rou to take oire 
of your com, which has been cnt so bng, during 
this threatening weather; for within an hour haice, 
we shell have such a tremendous storm, that you 
will . imagine the very heavens are about to tumUe 
upon our heads." Our philosf^ber, with great eool- 
nesa, inqidred faow:liij nei^bonr alone came tobe 
in possassion of this -secret, and after giGring roimd 
the horiBon on all sides, unable to detect the least 
black spot, ivhit^ frequendy portends the distant 
Btonn, he tutned alook of quiet contempt upon the 
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good couDtryman, observing, " The sky is quite 
dear, the sim mild, and not even a cloud up<ln the 
mountains, and yet you ate bold enough to progncM- 
ticate a storm. Why, there is a soft south wind 
blowing, uid th6 sun is in the right sign, and the 
right d^ree; nothing less than a miracle can. make 
it rain. Nature h«'self could not make it laiii no)* ; 
with the help of Providence, to he sur^, she might ; 
but, &s she stands disposed at present, it la impossible 
we can bav« any rain." tie continued to' debate the 
point with the coiintTymaQ, for a long wIuIb, without 
making the least impression upon Ifita ; the only an- 
■i^ef he received was, that Messer Ugo. would he 
much> better employed in giving orders to have his 
grain quickly housed, than in wasting argument« 
upon him, as the approaching tempest would not 
merely destroy the com, but beat down ttdes, scatter 
herds and flocks, and shake the houses to dieiif fbun- 
dationg, Messer Ugo's dioler now rose to such a 
height at the countryman's strange pertinadty, that 
he'was mud) inclined to bestow upon him a box on 
the ear ; -but instead of thin, be so fkr controlled his 
iodigDatioQ as first to consult his telescope and com- 
passes, with which he once more examined the hea- 
vens more narrowly than before, yet stiU drawii^ 
the same condnsion, that rain for that day, at least, 
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was quite out of the question, expecting as soon to 
see the mountains. levelled with the plains, or the 
rivers flowing over. the hilb. Finding that. he could 
be of no use, the villager at length took his leave, 
and he had. scarcely dismounted at home, before 'a 
dark speck became visible in the horizon, and, swell- 
ing ivith the rising wind, in a short time obscured 
the. .iace of the sun itself. Strong lightnings, soon 
afterwards began to play towards .the north, while 
the wind changing gradually into the east, floods. of 
rain, resembling water-spouta, rather than a com- 
mon shower, emptied themselves into the bosom j>f 
the west, already torn .by the rising conflict .of .the 
dements. As the torrents of rain increased, the.Te-i 
verberating thunders and the livid lights, instead of 
dying away, seemed to gather double strength iajtn 
almost unheard of manner : such as we may suppose 
pealed over the heads. of the fierce . Titans, what 
rising in rash revolt,. they experienced the indigna- 
tion of their, father Jove. Towers and stee^des tot- 
tered to their base, the lofUest oaks lay jn'os.trate, the 
river. Adige rose and. burst its old , embankntentst 
while.'the proudest palaces wiih their royal inmiites 
trembled; as if anticipating i the .dissolution ,of the 
groaning, fabric orthe worjd. But .where .was poor 
Mewer Ugo, with his fiuqous astrologies observa- 
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tiona duiing diis tune, and where was all his iin- 
hoarded greia t It was an equaUj seme blow upon 
his property and his pride ; be almost wished he had 
oerer hecome versed in a knowledge of the stars, 
since he found himself thus shamefully imposed upon 
bj the weather. His fine com was flying all abroad, 
a prey to (he fierce elements, and he sorely repented 
him of having turned a deaf ear to his neighbour, 
triiose precaution would have bo well availed him. 
Aivay he flung his square and compaases, hii astro- 
labe, and his whole apparatus, in the rage of the mo- 
ment, while he watched the wild progress of the 
atorm ; every moment appearing an age, imdl it should 
have so fax subsided, as to permit him to creep with 
safety to his honest aeij^bour, to entreat his pardmi, 
and to inquire by what art he had foretold this dread- 
ful tempest, . in the midst of a perfect calm. At 
length, with some difficulty, during a pause of die 
awful tdast, he contrived to reach his door; and, 
after apologizing to him in a meek and &lteTiQg tone, 
he l>esou^t him to explain in what way he could pos- 
sibly have fweseen such a calamity. " There is cer- 
tainly," he continued, '* some superior master in the 
aame art as my own, whom you must have apphed 
to on thia. occasion." " That is very true, Messer 
Ugo,'' replied the ViUager ; " I have consulted him, 
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mid he is no otbei than the pretty animal, upon 
which you saw me mounted. My own ass unfiilded 
the secret to .me, aa he faasilone many others of the 
same nature before. Me can tell fair weather, .too, 
M well as foiil ; and I never in my hfe whs in need of 
any other weather-glass : he takes a more exact sor- 
vey of the heavens than the best glass or cmnpaas 
could possibly do. I always remark, that when the 
weather is going to be extremely rough, he sets up 
his back, his hairs stand on end, and he hides his 
tail between his legs, shaking as if he were in sD 
ague. But if we are merely going to have a mode- 
rate breeae, it is quite soother < thing, for titan be 
only holds his tail between his Ic^ ibr a few .mo- 
n>ents, lashing his sides, aJid if no. thunder and Ugfat- 
niDg:f(^ow, he will scarcely do ao.n^uch. But whoa 
we are to be visited with such a fierce temp^t as we 
have had to-day, you should mind what he saya of 
you ; .he never in all his life ^ve me such an awM 
wamiog before. For, he first directed all iai ears and 
eyes as it. were up into the<Bky; heatopped and lis- 
lened; 'and then he leajwd up, and beatihe earth.with 
bis four leet, as^ifall the horse flies ui the world had 
been devaurii^' him ; so I thou^t I would just step 
and tell yoa our opinion upon the snl^eet, for my 
B^le. bcasband.I «re always perfectly of one accord 
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on this pcHiit. Nor should you, with all your vast 
■tore* of learniug, Mesier Ugo, be surprised at this ; 
for bon is it thst the cock informs lu so exactly of the 
hour, as if be had got a little piece of watch-work in 
bis head 1 How is it in the least more strange iban 
what we hear of the dolphins gamboling before the 
luokless vessels, with their curved backs upon die 
■Orfiice, warning the poor sailors of the tempest at 
hand ? Why should not my ass be supposed to know 
something likewise upon the subject?" 

Hesser Ugo da Santa Sofia, had not a word to 
utter in reply ; he had lutw iairly the worst of the 
irgument, and at length candidly confessed his ad- 
miration of the superior tact and foresight of the ass, 
grieving, however, at the same dme, that the long- 
eared steed of Carabotto, (the name of the good vil- 
hget) should be, after all, a greater astrologer than 
himsd^ who had actually grown grey in the service 
of the stars, die tides, and the causes of every thing 
which happens here below. He entreated his good 
neighbour to keep the matter secret, at least fbrawhile, 
lest bis reputation should suffer in die opinion of die 
world. The countryman very kindly promised that 
he would do so, but whedier he reaDy did or not is un- 
certain, as die a£bir quickly took wind, though most 
probably from some witnesses, who must have been 
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present at the controversy previous to the storm. 
Certun it is, that the whole country was q>eedily in 
poasession of the secret, and of much unusenient in 
consequence, it beiti^ every where aaid, that the ass 
of Ciffabotto had turned out at last a greater astro- 
loger than the great Messer Ugo da Santa Sofia di 
Verona himself. The aaying became at lengdi quite 
proverbial, and nothing waa more common than to 
hear a man answer a very pertinacious enemy, hy 
observing, " Yes, I dare say, you think you Jcnow 
more astrology than Carabotto's ass ;" which gene- 
rally, brought another reply much as follows : " G0( 
go, for you know less than poor Messet Ugo da Santa 
Sofia hiniBel£" 

When our unh^tpy astronomer learned that the 
matter was publicly divulged throughout all Lran- 
bardy, he went into such a violent fit of passion, that 
he actually seized and committed to the flames more 
than two thousand crowns' worth of astrological 
books and -instruments: quadrants, s{dieres, and nati- 
vities, aU fell a prey to the fiery element ; and he used 
even to walk with his eyes fixed upon the ground, to 
avoid contemplating the heavens, which, after all bis- 
long labours, had so egregiously deceived him. 
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It waa said of Messer Leandro de' Traveisaii, canon 
of Ravenna, that, from the openin|; to tbe close of 
hb mortal career, he invariably evinced (he moat de- 
cided enmity to truth. He had auch a total disre- 
gard for this invaluable quality, that if he eier hap- 
>f)»ied to stumble upon the truth, he betrayed as 
much melancholy and regret, as if he had actually 
sinned against the Holy Ghost. Besides, he was 
not merely the moat notorious assertor of " the thing 
which is not" himself, but the cause of falsehood iu 
others, compelling his very friends and dependents 
to confirm his wicked statements, iinder penalty of 
incurring his most severe apiritual displeasure. 

There was a certain Florentine, who had .lately en- 
tered into his service, and who perceiving his master's 
peculiarity in this respect, resolved not merdy to 
humour him in it, but to add something further. on 
his own part, in order the better to recommend, him- 
self to his notice. He one day availed himself of an 
opportunity, when walking with the good canon in 
the gardens of the archbishop, near the city, to give 
his master a specimen of his inventive powers. Ob- 
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serving the gardener employed in planting cauliflow- 
ers, the prelate happened to reroaik, " These cauli- 
flowers grow to a surprising size; their bulk is quite 
prodigious ; I believe no one can bring them to such 
rare perfection as my gardener." As the latter cUd 
not care to contradiot this testimony, so favouraUe to 
hti character, Messer Leandro subjoined to the- ob- 
servation of his superior, " Yes, my lord ; but if 
you had ever seen thoae that grow in Cucagna, you 
Rould'not tliink these so very extraoi'diiiary in point 
of size." — " Why, howlarge may they grow?" inqnired 
the atdibiahop. " How'largeJ" returned Measer Le- 
andro, " I can scarcely give youi lordship an idea 
of it. In those piffts I hear it i» no oncominoii thing 
for twenty kiughta on horsebaek to take belter tO' 
gether under their huge cabbage leaves." The arch- 
bishop expressing no shght astonishment at these 
words, the wily Florentine stepped forward t« his 
master's rdie^ saying : " Yoar excelleitcy wiM, aat 
be BO nmch sorprised, when I inform your excdieocj 
that 1 hare mysdf seen these magnificent caitbagea 
gTDWi^ in that strange country ; and I have seea 
the immense cauMrons in which they are boiled, of 
such a vast construction, that twenty worksKB ut 
engaged in firaming them at once ; and it ia said, that 
the sound of their hammers cannot be beard iron 
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opposite sides, as they ait in the huge veasd to com- 
plete their work." The noble prelate, whose intel- 
lect was not of the highest order, opened his eyes 
B^ wider upon the Florentiiie, exclaiming, that he 
fancied such a capacious saucepan would contain suf> 
ficieht food, were it ri^tly calculated, for the whole 
people of Cairo a( one meal. 

While thc^ were thus engaged, a person made 
bis approach, with an ape upon his shoulde^ps, in- 
tended as a pretsent for the venerable archbishop) who, 
taming towards the caaon, with a smiling conn- 
tenance, noticed the very sttigular reseniblaoce be- 
tween the humaA figure and that of the sa^cious 
animal before them. " It is my serioAs opinion," 
cOhtinu^ he, " that if the beast had only a little 
more inteUect, there would not be so much di^> 
ence between him and ourselves, as Bome peo]^ ima- 
gine." — " I trustj' replied the worthy canon, " your 
lordship would not mean to insinuate that monkeye 
really want seme ; for, if so, I can soon, I think, 
convince your lordship of the contrary, by a story 
pretty apposite to the purpose : 

" The noble loid, Abnerico, was one day feasting 
the good bishop of Vicenza, having given orders to 
his. cook to prepare all the varieties and deUcaeies 
of the season. Now die cook was in possession of 
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an excellent method of guarding the treasures of his 
liii^en; for nhidi purpose he kept an invaluable 
ape, excellently tutored to the business. No man, 
not eren the boldest, ventured to steal the least thing 
in his presence, until a certain fix>tman, from Savig- 
□ano, more greedy than a horse-leech, and unable, to 
check his thieving propensitieB, hit upon vfaat he 
considered a safe means of eluding the monkey's ob- 
servation. He began to cultivate' his acquaintance, 
by performing all kinds of amusing tricks, and brib- 
ing him to be in good humour. The moment he 
perceived the ape busily engaged in imitating what 
he saw, the rogue, binding a handkerchief over his 
own eyes, in a short time handed it likewise to the 
mimii^ and with secret pleasure beheld him fastening 
it over his fece ; during which time he contrived to 
lay his hands upon a fat capon, which the ape, 
though too late, soon afterwards , perceived. The 
head-cook upon this occasion gave his monkeyship 
so severe a flogging, that being doubly cautious, the 
next time the thievish footman repeated the same 
tricks, and proceeded to bandage his eyes, the wily 
animal, instead of imitating him,' stared around him 
with all his eyes, pointing at the same time to his 
paws, "as if advisibg him to keep his hands from 
picking and stealing ; so that the rogue was, this 
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time, cmnpeUed to depart, with liu hands as emp^ 
as they came. Fioding ijiat all his arts were' of no ' 

avail" The archbishop here ■ overpowered wife 

wonder and delight, exclaimed, " If this be only true, 
it ia one of the moat astonishing things I ever heard;" 
The assiduous Florentine upon this again interposed 
in hia ■naster'a behalf, crying out with singular force 
of gesticulation : " As I hope to be saved at the latt 
day, please your grace, what my honoured patnm 
has just advanced is every particle of it true ; and 
as your grace appears to take a particular pleasure 
in listening to strange and almost unaccountable 
events, I'wiU now beg leave to add a single stray in 
addition to those of my noble patron, however in- 
ferior in point of excellence : 

"' Dtaring the last vintage, I was in the service of a 
gentleman at Ferrara, of the name of Libanoro, who 
took singular pleasure in fishing, and used frequmtly 
to explore the recesses of the' yalt of Santo Apolli- 
nare. This master of mine had also an ape in hia pos- 
Muion, considerably larger than your excellency's, 
and, while he was in the country, he commissioned ' 
me to take along with me to Ferrara this said ape, 
abarrelof white wine, andaiat pig; in order to pre- 
sent, them; to a certain convenient ruffian, whom he 
kept in- his service. So I took a boati and plying 
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oais and xul, while we were bounding along the wa- 
ten, I gave the skiffa sudden jerk, which made the 
jHg'a fat sides shake, and he went round like a tnni- 
qiit, peribnnimg the straiigest antics. So loud and 
vehement were his lamentadonsi that they seemed to 
umoy his i^teship excessively, iriio after in vain try- 
ing to stop his eats and nose, at Iragth seised the ^ug 
out of the barrel that stood near him, and Curly thrust 
it down the pig's throat, just as he was opening it 
to give another horrible cry. Both the wine and 
the ^g were in exUeme jeopardy, (he one actually 
choking, and the other running all away. I tried 
to save as much of it aa I could; but my immoderate 
laughter almost prevented me ; so much was I amw- 
ed at his ingenious contrivance. So that your grace 
may perceive," continued the msndacioua Florentine, 
" that my master speaks the sim^ truth, in asserting 
that these animals are possessed of great acuteness 
of intellect." Now, on returning home, the good 
canoQ dius addressed hb servant : " I thought, nr< 
rah, there was no xma living who could tell a lie 
with a bolder and better &ce than myself; but you 
have 'undec«ved me; you are the very prince of 
tiara and impostors ; the fiuher of lies bimadf could 
not surpass you !" — " Your revN«nce," replied the 
Florentine, " need not be surprised at that, when I in^ 
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form you of the advantages I have enjoyed in the 
sociaty of tailors, millers, and bargemen, who live 
upon the profit they bring. But if from this time 
forth, you insist upon my persevering in confirming 
■o many monstrous untruths as you uttei, I trust 
that you will consent to increase my wages, in ctmsi* 
deration of so abominable a business." — " Well then, 
listen to me," replied his master ; " when it b my in- 
tention to come out with some grand and extra* 
oidinary falsehood, I will take care to tell you the 
evening before, and at the same time I will always 
give you such a gratuity as shall make it worth 
your while. And if I should happen to tell a good 
stmy after dinner, as you stand behind my chair, 
and yOQ swear to having seen it, very innocently, 
you may depend upon it you shall be no loser." 
This his servant agreed to do, upon condition that 
he would observe some bounds, and keep up some 
shew, at least, of reason and probahihty ; which tlie 
honest canon said, so far as he was able, he would 
try to do; adding, that if they were not reasonable 
lies, the servant should not be bound by the contract, 
and might return the gift. 

Thus the most wonderful adventures continued to 

be related at the good canon's table, and what is 

more extraordinary, they were all very dexterously 

t2 
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confirmed. So . going on very amicftbly together, 
tlie canon, one evening intending to impose a mon- 
Btrous lie upon one . of his frienda, took down a piur 
of old breeches, and presented them to hia servant 
aa the requiaite gift. In the morning, attending hi* 
maater to church aa usual, he heard him, after set- 
vice, relating a story to one of the holy brotherhood, 
who stood swallowing it all, with a very serious face, 
how in the island of Pastinaca the magpies are accus- 
tomed to get married in proper form and cetemony -, 
and how after laying, and sitting upon tbeif eggs for 
the space of a month, they bring forth little, men, not 
larger than ants, but astonishingly bold and clever. 
The Florentine upon this could no longer restrain 
bis feelings, crying out before the whole company : 
" No, no, I cannot swear to this neither ; to you may 
takeback your breeches, master, and get somebody 
else in my place." 
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RiccARDO Cafpomi, a noble Florentine, having de- 
voted himBelf in early life to trade, in the couTse of 
time realised a very handsome property. When ad- 
vanced in years, he took his son, Vinceati, into part- 
nership, and not long after gave up his whole mer- 
cantile concern into bis hands ; and falhng into a bad 
state of health, owing either to his great exertions, 
or to his subsequent high living, be became unable 
to leave the bouse. 

His son, Vincenti, who was of an extremely avari- 
cious disposition, finding his fether continued to lin- 
ger much beyond the period bis covetous and un- 
grateful heart would have assigned him, and unwil- 
Ung longer to support him, took measures, under 
pretence of obtaining for him better medical advice 
than he could at home provide, to have him conveyed 
to the city hosjntal. Yet his aSairs were then in a 
flourishing state ; and every thing that he possesaed 
he owed to his unhappy parent, whose age and infir- 
mities, whose tears and entreaties, he alike disregard- 
ed. . This unnatural son could not, however, contrive 
to conduct the matter so secretly as to elude the 
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observation and the reproaches of all classes of peo- 
jJe in the city. He at first tried to impose, both 
upon his friends and the public, by the false repre- 
sentations which he set on foot ; but finding these 
could not avail him, he resolved, in order the better 
to diiarm the popular voice against him, to send 
his own children with little presents to their grand- 
father. 

On one occasion he gave to his eldest boy, about 
six years of age, two fine cambric shirts, desiring 
him, early the next morning, to take them carefully 
to his poor grandfather in the hospital. The litde 
boy, with an expression of great respect and tender* 
ness in his countenance, promised that he would do 
so ; and on his return the next day, his father, cal- 
ling him into his presence, inquired whether he had 
delivered them safe into the hands of his grand&- 
ther? "I only gave him one, &ther," repUed the 
little boy. " What !" exclaimed Vincend, with an 
angry voice ; " did I not tell you both were for your 
grand&tber i" — " Yes," returned the tittle feUow, 
with a steady and undaunted look, " but I thought 
■that I would keep one of them for you, fat^w, against 
the time when I shall have to send you, I hope, to 
the hospital." " How !" exclumed Vincend, " would 
you ever have the cruelty to send me there, my 
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boy ?" " Why not ?" retorted the lad ; "let him that 
does evil, expect evil in return. For you know you 
made your own £ithei go there, old and ailing as 
he is, and he never did you any harm in his life, and 
do you think I shall not send you, when I am able ? 
Indeed, father, I am resolved that I will; for, as I 
have said before, let him that does evil, expect evil in 
return." 

On hearii^ these words, Vincenti, giving signs of 
the utmost emotion, as if suddenly smitten by the 
hand of heaven, sorely repented of the heinous of- 
fence against humanity and justice which he had 
committed. He hastened himself to the hospital; he 
entreated his father's pardon on his knees, and bad 
him conveyed instantly home ; ever afterwards shew- 
ing himself a gentle and obedient son, and frequently 
admimstering to his aged parent's wants with bis own 

This incident gave rise, throughout all Tuscany, to 
the wdl known proverb above maitioned, " Let him 
that does evil, expect evil in return ;"• and from Tus- 
cany it passed into many other parts of Italy. 

■ Cbi la ^, Taipetta. 
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This writer is chiefly disdngnished in the literary 
annalf of his country, by his critical and philosc^hi- 
cal labours, though, like Machiavetli, he acquiied no 
little reputati<»i by the production of a single novel, 
iriiich attracted the regard and admiration of his con- 
temporaries. It was esteemed by the author's Ita- 
lian friends and contemporaries, from the nobleness 
and the beauty of its sentiments, as a somewhat 
singular exertion to the usual tenor of the Italian 
nmrds; mora especially of such as turn upon the 
Bttachnent of lovers. For a similar reason, perhaps, 
it has been well entitled " A very rare instance of 
magnanimity and courtesy that took place between 
two noble gentlemen of Sienna ; with a very interest- 
ing disputation upon the same betwe«i diree young 
ladies who heard it related." If we ou^tto fonnour 
estimate rather from merit than from number, this 
writer will be found justly entitled to rank among the 
more select novelists of his age. He sprung from 
the Qoble family of die Lt^ni, in Sienna, tracing its 
atiffa to Montalcino, a city of the Siennese territo- 
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ries, and he is variously mendoaed undei the aames 
of Ulicini, Ollicino, ot Licinio. Very few particu- 
lars of his life- have heen' handed Aowa to us, such 
notices as we meet with in Ugurgieri being extreme- 
ly scanty. It has been ascertained, however, that he 
was the son of Pietro liapini,. but we are ignorant 
of the precise period of his birth, as well as of his de- 
cease. Yet on the authority of Poggiali we leani, that 
be most probably flourished towards the latter half of 
the fifteenth century, at which period he was regard- 
ed as one of the most learned philosophers of his day. 
Such, likewise, was bis skill in the practice ot me- 
dicine, that, influenced by his great reputatioa, 6io. 
Galeazzo, Duke of Milan, invited him to the office of 
his court physician, in which he continued ibr some 
time. Subsequently he entered into the service of 
Borso da Este, Duke of Ferrara, where be filled the 
first chair of medicine in that dty, with equal disdnc- 
tion and success. Intimate with the most distin- 
guished scholars and men of science, who adorned 
the same period, he also engaged in some of the 
most abstiuse controversies of the times, in which h» 
proved himself so redoubtable a disputant, that, 
worsted in argument, his enemies had more than 
once recourse to arms ; from which he was only. pro- 
tected by the favour of die duke. He seems, how- 
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ev^, to have bem most intimately acquainted with 
Ammannati PiccolcMnini, cardinal of Pavia, who in- 
torna our author, in one of his letters firom Conatan- 
tinople, of the tremendous tow' that had juat been 
taken by the Grand Signor; to use his utmost exer- 
tiona to extenninate Christianity from the world. 
Among his critical works may be enumerated his 
comment upon the " Triumphs" of Petiaichi- which 
he dedicated to' his patron, Duke Borso. Of ibis, 
the most aacieat edition ia said by Poggiali to have 
been published In Vicenza, in fol. 1474 ; and after- 
wards almg with the " Canzoniere" of Petrarch, ac- 
uMnpanied with other commentaries. The style, both 
of this and the other works of Ilhcini, partakes of the 
fitults peculiar to his age ; an age 'greatly inferior in 
character to the preceding one, when earlier writers 
piqued themselves upon the classic taste and simpli- 
dtj of their language. Yet he did not so wholly de- 
vote himsdf, like many others, to the cultivation of 
the Latin tongue, as to' neglect the softer graces of 
Italian verse, in which he produced various' poetical 
specimens, mudi admired in their day. Some of 
Ihese wrae published in Venice by Giorgio de' Hus- 
coni, 8vo. 1608, t<^ether with those of Cesare Torto, 
Auguatiiio' da Urbiito, and Niccolo Salimbeni-of 
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Among the vatioua editions of the novel here men- 
tioned, Poggiali,- to whom we are Isat of all indebted 
for its re-appearance, enumerates only three, all of 
which are extremely rare. Two of them formed 
part of the Borromeo collec^on, and are enumerated 
in the valuable catalt^e of the count's Ubrary ; the 
one is without date, printed in 8vo., and the othar 
bears that of Venice, 1615, also in 8vo. by Giorgio 
de' Rusconi. Yet no mendon of the work appears 
in Haym's Bihholheca Itdiana, any more than in 
other bibliographers, a circumstance that still fur- 
ther confirms the extreme rarity of these editions. 
The one first produced at Siama, pronounced the 
moat genuine by Poggiali, and which was revised 
and corrected by his hand, with the most scrupulous 
care and judgment, has been adopted as the modd 
of the fi^wing tnmsU^n. Nor do we deem ouC- 
sdves hf^tly indebted to Signor Fog^ali, whose ac- 
curacy and diligence of research at once presented us 
widi, and improved the original ptoductiMi, by free- 
ing it &om those errors, both of orthograjAy and 
language, with which all the earUer editiona too inudi 
abounded. We cannot refrain, in conclusion, bam 
presenting ^e read« with a beautiful sMUMt, pre- 
fixed t^ the au^r to the argument of his work. 
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O la che le^erai I'opeia mia, 
Sndui ogni ingiuiu Toler perdonarc, 
Ed nitre ■ qoeito mai mm indagim 
D 'ottT Bempre a daiciiiia ctxtaia. 

•AdwIbm Salimbea ti fc la via, 
E Cado Hantaain noa n rotare 
Di nndei cambio del beoe oparan, 
Che dette ad altri Atactica in balia. 

Ogni animo gfentil beti vokmticri 
Peidona, e rende Kmpie ben pei male, 
Ne nai conunte a nulla alian panseri. 

Se T1UU nlire a 1« aapetne scale, 
Feua che Ciuta piagA pe' Ouidei, 
£d ^ipo lui i^unta '1 peidoiiar vale. 
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NOVELLA L 
Upon occasion of the celebration of the late splendid 
and happy nuptials, the tables were no sooner re- 
moved, than the fair guests, sensible of the chilnesa 
of the season, drew their seats closer around the fire. 
There diey condnued to converge upon a variety of 
pleasing and appropriate topics, until they happened 
unaninwusly to agree in the following opinion : that 
no qualities shine more conspicuously in a noble cha- 
racter than those of courtesy, gratitude, and gene- 
nwty. These words were no sooner uttered, than 
a very pleasing and matronly looking lady observed: 
" The very excellent sentiment, my dear ladies, that 
has just been advanced, reminds me of some inci- 
dents which are known to have occurred between 
two young gentlemen belonging to this city, both of 
noble birth, like yourselves ; the one sprung from the 
powerful house of the Salimbeni, and the other from 
the si^ettdid family of Montanini. The name of the 
former was Anselmo di Messer Salimbene, that of the 
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latter, Carlo di Messer Tomniaso ; and as they nill 
aerve to iUustrate, by their respecdve conduct and 
courteaies observed towards each other, the opinion 
we have just adopted, if you will consent to give me 
your thoughts upon the story, I will relate it just as 
it passed." Here the whole of her lovely audience 
gladly . expressed their assent, uniting at the same 
time in the warmest thanks : upon which, with a 
highly gratified air, the good-natured lady proceed- 
ed : — It' would seem as if some degree of imperfec- 
don were inherent in all created things, insomuch 
that' it has become a general opinion, that nothing 
shortof the Creator himself^ is perfect, as we clearly 
gather,' indeed, from the many great and powerful 
ftmilies, governments, and empires, in all of which 
men are very fat from being satisfied with their lot. 
And never, perhaps, was this more fully exemplified 
than in the said families of the Salimbeni and Mon- 
tanini : for several members of both of them, hap- 
pening once to be present at a grand hunt, and a 
dispute arising as to the courage of their respective 
dogs, in the destruction of a ferodous boar, after 
many angry words on both sides, one of the Moata> 
nini fiercely smote a gentleman of the Salimbeni party 
wboifell dead at his feet. Hence arose a long and 
deadly feud between the two families, during which 
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that of the Montanini waa reduced to the utnuvt 
peril and distress. After a considerable laptte of 
yean, when their hatred had been somewhat sub- 
dned by time, it fell out, that about the year 1395, 
. the sole lenuuning representatiTe of the Montanim 
iamily was Carlo di Messer Tommaao, who had a 
sister about fifteen years old, whose name was An- 
gelica, for she truly appeared to possess more of the 
angel than the mortal in her face and fium. 

After all the losses of his family. Carlo waa still 
in possession of a beautilul eatate in Val di Strove, 
worth at least a thousand florins ; and upon thia he 
cmtrived, with some difliculty, to support bis sister, 
and maintain some veatige of the decayed splendour 
of their ancestors. And while he thus continued to 
display the nobility of his birth, rather by his rnan- 
ners and conversation, than by any external show of 
pomp, Anselmo, the rival of his house, had extended 
hia poasession^ and resided within a abort distance 
of Carlo. In this way he first beheld the lovely Ab- 
gdica, and finding the sweetness and elegsnce of 
her manners to surpass even the beau^ of hei per- 
son, he gradually and almost inadvertently became 
attached to her. Yet, on account of the enmity that 
had so long subsiated between the &milies, which, 
though it had ceased firom acts of decided aggresum. 



Digiiizcdt* Google 



had never pvea placs to renewed. intetGonrse, he 
«aiitiousl}r concealed his panioa, even &om hii most 
intimate friends. About thii period, one of the rooet 
powerful dtiseDS in the state becoming desirous of 
adding Ca^'s little patrimony to his own donuini, 
ap[4ied for the purchase of it, offering him the sunt 
«f a thousand ducats. But he refused to listen to 
the proposal, as well on account of its being the last 
remaining seat of his ancestors, as from its affiirding 
« subHstence &>i his sister ; be himself having nerer 
been instructed in commerce, or any branch of dw 
mechanic arts. Irritated at this refusal, the dis^ 
pmnted citizen laid a plot against Carlo, in which, by 
the vilest intrigues, he succe^led in rendering him 
suspected by the goTermnent, accusing him of a con- 
spiracy, which led to his immediate arrest. And 
bad it »d been ibr the afiected humanity of his b^ 
trayet, who, the better to succeed in his purpose, 
C<Hamated his sentence for a thousand florinsj he 
wotdd instantaneously have sufiered deadi. These 
ynte to be paid, however, within fifreen days ; and 
the former sentence, in case of fiulure, was to be 
mtecuted without iiiither ai^esl. On findii^ Inm- 
self reduced to ludi extreme nsceuity, bbA un- 
able to provide the amount of the fme by any'otfasr 
nie«is, Carlo sent word by one of the dty Inukera 
z2 
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to the wily citizen, that he wu deairbnB of dispos- 
i^ of biji property, even at a thousand flonns, the 
sum for which he had been unjustly condHniiM. 
But, more avaricious than prudent, his relentless 
enemy, believing that he had him now in his power, 
would oSer no more than seven hundred for what 
be fonnerly wished to give a thousand. When the 
oonuniBStiHter hroi^t back this answer. Carlo, in- 
censed at his cupidity, and reflecting that it was 
all upon which his unhappy sister had to rely in 
the world, came to the noble resolution of dying 
innocently, and reserving what he could for hoc, 
rather than by reducing her to poverty, endanger 
her honour and that of his house. 

With this view, having sent his commissioner 
away, he quietly awaited the period of his doom, 
expecting little from his maternal relatives, who 
thou^ wealthy, were unwiUing to move in an afiair, 
in nliicl) he had been pronounced guilty of a con- 
spiracy against the state, and by which they might 
bring down suspicion upon themselves. The term 
fixed for his execution, therefore, being arrived, it 
happened that on the very morning he was to suffer, 
his more powerful neighbour and ancient rival, An- 
selmo, ID going fi^m his villa, passed near Carlo's 
house, whence he observed several women coming 
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out, apparently in profound grief and lameutadon. 
Upon making forther inquiry, he was informed diat 
the brother of one of the young ladies waa that day 
Gondcanned to suffer death, in consequence of his 
inability to pay a fine of a thousand florins, and the 
last of the fifte^i days allowed him had just expired. 
Possessed at ence of a noble and intelligent mind, 
Anselmodirecdy penetrated into Carlo's motives for 
refiudng to save his life, out" of regard to his sister's 
interest and safety, and learning exactly the circum- 
stances in nhich he was placed, he retired to his 
own house, in order to reflect upon the course he 
should pursue. Closing thedoorof his study, he pro- 
ceeded to revolve the following reasons in his mind, 
observing to himself: " The time is at length come 
when Fortune is about to present a stronger tempta- 
tion to my honour, than even my own passions have 
ever done. Carlo Montanini, whose Janiily has so 
long borne a mortal hatred to my house, is at last 
found guilty, even unto death, by our republic ; and 
rny revenge, and that of my injured ancestors, is at 
its climax. But more than this, happy AnselnKrl" 
he continued, " awaits thee ncrw. For since diou 
hast unwit^gly made thyself a slave to the bright 
beauties-of a. poor girl, here an occasion offers for 
suing. to her, at length, upon thine own terms; as 
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hei brother's head will no sooner be laid in the duit, 
than she irill become a dependent creatine, and more 
eaaOjr mdined to listen to all thy wishes. Wdcome 
Fortune then, with a bold and joyous spirit ; let her 
hCve her way, and let Carlo be numbered frith the 
dead 1" But suddenly checking himself, he cried : 
" Ah ! wretch that I am I that such thoughts should 
find ft pl»ce in my soul. Shame light upon mci if I 
blush not to Indulge them. Do I not wdl koow 
that there are only two courses tor kind and mag- 
nanimous spirits to pursue — the one, to revenge erery 
injury, however slight or great, by one's owA hand ; 
the other, to show more magnanimity, by wholly de- 
spising and forgiving the author of it ? The former 
of these I have already neglected to do, and the lat- 
ter I am about to omit, though it is yet in my power. 
Have I not, moreover, seen, ungrateful as I am, 
how the sweet Angelica has forgiven all the calami- 
ties heaped npon her by our honse, has always ex- 
pressed the gentlest and noblest sentiments, and al- 
ways ^ewn me the forgiving kiodnees and manners 
of a sufiering angel. No I ahame to my noble birth, 
were I capable of beholding auch a one deserted, 
and deprived of her dearest relative, a fond and only 
brother ; when a few paltxy &)rina would restore 
hbn again to her happy bosom. To kmw this, and - 
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to neglect it, would be to exhibit the « 
the mcMt avaricions of wretches, rather than the 
bearing of a gentleman. And what if her family 
once injured mine? would it not Btill be better and 
nobkr fitr, to display the conduct of a reasonable 
being, not of an unrelenting and aavage foe t Her 
brother never insulted me ; it is enough that his an- 
cestors paid the price of the wrong they wrought. 
If I may indeed boast myself of honourable birth, 
and favoured by fortune, I ought not to prove my- 
self unworthy of both, by forgetting those who are 
in want of the latter." 

Upon uttering these last words, Anselmo had al- 
ready adopted the virtuous resolution of assisting 
the unhappy Carlo, and snatching up the sum of a 
tbouaaad gold ducats, he hastaied with them to the 
chambvlain appointed to receive the fines of con- 
demned prisoners : " Behold," he said, " a thousand 
gold ducats to pay the fine owing by Carlo Mon- 
tanini; be quick, and give me a receipt, that he 
may be restored, ere yet too late, to his liberty." 
And he even refosed to take the difil^ence between 
the ducats and the thousaftd -florins, in order to be 
niore speedily filmished widi a ticket from the cbam- 
berlaiii to procure Carlo's rdease. This being done, 
he mounted his faorse, and proceeded back to his 



Digiiizcdt* Google 



344 



own villa, while a domestici on ^ffhojn he «iuld rely, 
hastened to deliver to the goventor of the prison 
the receipt of the money paid, who, aa soon as he 
received it, ordered Carlo to be brought into his 
presence. The latter, supposing it was the con- 
fessor who had arrived to prepare him for his final 
hour, inquired of the governor the reason. of his 
sunnnons. " I summon you, Carlo," s^id the other, 
" to witness the order for your release, which. I bold 
here in my hand; the prison doors are no. longer 
closed upon you; to go or stay remains wholly at 
your own pleasure." Overwhelmed with., wonder 
and delight at these words. Carlo stood fixed, to 
the spot like a statue. " By whose means," he at 
length faintly uttered, " am I become free 7" Plead- 
ing total ignorance of this, the governor could merely 
state, that a servant had waited upon him with the 
receipt, but whose he could not tell. In equal ig- 
norance, Carlo, leaving the prison, returned home, 
where, not arriving uQtO towards midnight, he found 
the entrance closed: but hearing his sister's voice 
loud in lamentation, he exclaimed in a tone of aflfeo 
tJonate surprise : " Let me coiqe in, my dear An- 
gelica ; it is your brother Carlo who calls." Seized 
with the utmost surprise and joy, she flew to the 
door, and felt herself clasped in her brother's arms. 
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' a brother she had just been mourning for, as dead. 
Sereiat of her young friends, who had hastened to 
her in these unhappy moments, now participated in 
her joy, pointing out Carlo to their relations, as he 
who liad beeo lost, but was now found, the prisoner 
liberated from his doom. At these tidings die house 
of Carlo was soon filled with friends and relatives, 
such as they bad shown themselves, who part excus- 
ing and part congratulating one another, were never- 
thdesB compeUed to confess, that to none of their 
efforts was Carlo indebted for relief. He could with 
difficulty re&aia from an expression of contempt and 
surprise on hearing what he could so ill have be- 
liered, and thought it ages until he should be able 
to discover the author of his renewed existence. 

Eiarly the next morning, then, he proceeded to the 
chamberlain before mentioned, inquiring, with aa 
much indifference as he could assume, if he hiqipened 
to know the person who had advanced the thousand 
florins. " Messer Carlo," replied the other, " I be- 
lieve I can satisfy you : Anselmo di Messer Salimbene 
it was, who called and paid a thousand florins here 
for you yesterday, insisting on your immediate re- 
lease. Moreover, he would not even stop to receive 
the difference, observing that it was your wish to pay 
in fuU a thousand gold ducats ; but if you now wish 
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to receive die snrplas, it is here at your service." "If 
this be 80," replied Carlo, " the aSair is all right ; I 
am come for no kind of restitution," and he took hia 

" Is not this a little strange?" he observed, as he 
walked homewards : " what can be the object of 
it? I roust diink of this." Then recalling Anselmo's 
manner towards his sister when they had hqtpoied 
to meet, it struck him that there was aomediing 
peculiar in it, though he had never thought of it 
before ; and agiun recurring to their long and &tal 
enmity, he could discover nothing by which he him- 
self could have given occasion for so very unexpected 
and generous a return. Giiled as he was, with equal 
penetration and discretion, he then concluded that 
nothing less than a devoted passion for hia sister 
could account for such an instance of liberaUty on 
Ansdmo's part ; and the more so, as he knew that in 
noUe and well governed minds such a passion is 
kept more under the control of prudence, grace, and 
courtesy, displaying its strength only in the noblest 
acts. Feeling assured, therefore, that Anselmo had 
lestored him to life for the sake of Angehca, he f^t, 
abo, that both his own and that of Angelica ou^t 
to temain at the fiitun disposal of theii benefactor, 
who, Aou^ their ancient foe, had watched over 
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tbetn like a gutrdian angel, when the worid and their 
fijenda had deaeittd UtetD, Under tlie impreflsion 
of tbeae feeUi^ he lotted for an interview wltfa 



xaenta to any other person, except his own siBter^ 

As soon, therefore, as he knew their bene&ctor 
had returned to the eity, he went to hig . sitter An- 
gelica, and taking her aside, thin' addressed ber ; " I 
am sure I need not repeat to yoa, dear Angelica, 
how deeply I have been afflicted, whaiever I recalled 
to mind the lost fortunes of our house, our own suf- 
jerings, and the difGculties with which we have so 
long had to contend. Still it would be a far heavier 
grief for me to think, that we had in any way dege- 
nerated in spirit from the honour of our &imly ; a 
fiunily that was never accused of yielding to any 
other, however rich and powerful, in point of cour- 
tesy and a generous return of such fiirours as it might 
have received. But fortune having at length de- 
prived us of this power, while one of the greatest of 
obligations hss just been conferred upon us, we may 
truly consider our situation as one of the roost trying 
and unhappy, whatever path we choose to pursue. 
For without the sudden intcxposidon t^ our bene- 
&ctor, I must instantly have perished, and your own 
safety and honour been exposed ta the most iumineiit 
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risk. . This benefactor, whose courtesy and gnie- 
rosity rescued us from destruction, is no other than 
Anselmo di Messer Salimbene, nho regardleu of the 
ancient enmity and wrongs heaped upcm him by our 
house, even to the murder of one pf his ancestors, 
has paid a thousand ducata, and restored me to life 
and liberty, solely out of affection for you. . But 
alas, in what manner can we make an adequate re- 
turn for such an obUgation ? What is letl for ua, if 
we do not wish to exhibit to the world one of the 
most glaring instances of ingratitude, and to crouch 
before our benefactor with the feeling of a dependant 
and of a slave — what is left for us, but to dirow our- 
selves upon his mercy, to place you in his power, and, 
leaving you at his disposal, (as.I doubt not his hmior 
and humanity,) thus grant hint an ample return for all 
die benefits conferred upon us ? I . am convinced he 
h>veB you, and you will every, day become more dear 
to him, if you shew yourself capable of making the 
greatest sacriiiceB for him, of relying fidly, and. de- 
votedly upon his heart and honour. When we reflect, 
moreover, that he might have permitted me to perisb, 
in order to render you an ea;Sier victim to his .arts ; 
and that, scorning the prospect pf thus obtaining you, 
he restored me to your arms, I shall feel ashamed- to 
appear in his presence, and I will fly for ever frtnn 
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my native plftce, ev^ from Italy, if yon consent not 
to my proposal. I would prefer death to the continual 
sense of such an obligation, and fromtlie enemy of 
our father's house 1 What 1 would I remain here to 
be pointed at as ' that Carlo Uontanini, the first of his 
&mily who ever owed his life, or the smallest obli- 
gation to one of the Salimbeni, who has now not only 
saved his life, but paid for him a thousand gold florins, 
without a choice of obtaining them again r Anditia 
indeed impossible for us to restore them ; we are barely 
enabled to si^iport ourselves, and you must be aware,' 
that ne shall be considered by him as the most un- 
grateful of wretches, if you do not permit me to re- 
ward him with yourself." Here Carlo ceased, while, 
her: face covered with tears and blushes, stood the 
trembling Angehca, equally terrified at the idea of 
losing him, and of sanctioning the passion of one 
whom she had hardly yet learned to love. " Ah, bro- 
ther," she cried, " how little did I imagine when I 
clasped.youinmy arms, after believing you dead, that 
fortune could still thus cruelly persecute us ! Wretch 
that I am, to have lived to hear all you have said ;^ 
far, far- more bitter, than all the injuries borne by 
our ancestors. So. young, so very young loo as I 
am, you kiioW I could never bear to lose you, that 
I have never had any will but yours. Then pity^me, 



Digiiizcdt* Google 



S{M BBKNARDO ILLICINI. 

and do not take advantage of tlie cruel situation in 
which I am placed, my dear and only brother, the 

. laat Bi^port and solace I have left. Yet I nill do 
every thing, yes, erery tiling in the world you lian 
■■k of! me — hut make myself ao very' wretched, so 

' wbcthlesi in my own eyes, and without knowing that 
I can even love the object of your choice. O better 
at once to die, than live in such perpetual feai and 
torment, as I am sure I should do by becoming the 
companion of one whom I have not yet learned to 
esteem. Yes, would that I had died when my poor 
mother died; closing at my birth these eyec, tiiat 
have shed so little light of pleasure upon others, 
but so many silent and bitter tears. Indeed, wh«i 
I think of all we have suffered, it signifies little 
wfaaf becomes of me ; and afler all your kindness, 
mther than bear the loss of you, if you conld really 
have the heart to desert tne, I will go whither- 
soever, I will become whatsoever, best pleases yon. 
Yet, when you shall have made me the property 
of another, my life will afterwards be at my own 
dispixa], and I would most willin^y sacrifice it to 
discharge die obligatioiu you owe, while I observe 
whu IS due to my own honour." Here relapsii^ iiito 
a flood of tears, mingled with stifled ughs and sobs, 
the ui^appy girl ceased ; when her brother, littie less 



Digiiizcdt* Google 



361 

affected than herself) strove to give her comfbrt in 
the fiillomng words: — " M; best and sweetest An- 
gelica, wherefore do you afflict yourself thus ? Had I 
been one of the harshest and most unkind of brokers, 
instead of preferring as I did, rather to lay down my 
life, than expose your si^ety and honour by leaving 
you dependant open a pitiless world, you could hardly 
complain more bitterly than you do. And what have 
we to dread, whm we recall to mind the delicacy and 
nobleness of feeling that has hitherto marked the 
whole conduct of Anselmo towards us both ; when 
he did not even let us know the singular kindness 
and obligation he so latdy conferred upon lu ? It is 
an ^peal to our gratitude, that we cannot and ought 
ndt to disregard, and in what other manner can we 
notice or retatn jt, but by an equal a^eal to his 
h<Hiour ; by placing unlimited confidence in him, who 
scorned to take advantage of our situation, though 
under the strongest temptation; but, by restoring 
an only brodier to his sister, deprived himself of the 
power and opportunity of indulging his passion for 
her 7 From audi a passion, I trust, there is Uttle to 
di«ad; and, I^ die spirit of our ancestors, I wiH 
never consent to be outshone in an act of courtesy 
and liberality, and by a Salimb^, though both our 
fives and honour were to be the forfeit. Then dry up 
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yom tears, my noble-heart^d siater, and believe that 
an enemy, capable of bo disinterested an act of kiiid- 
nesB towards ua, will never give us cause to repent, 
or abuse, by making you unhappy, the trust we are 
about to place in him. At all eveiits, my beat An- 
gelica, if you lore me, consent to accompany nie this 
evening to his house, and let us convince him, that, 
though we cannot submit to such excessive obliga- 
tions, we can act as kindly and generously as himself." 
About nightfall, therefore, he proceeded with his 
sister towards Anselmo's villa, and inquiring of the 
porter, on his arrival at the gate, whether his master 
was at home, they were immediately admitted. But 
what was Anselmo's astonishment, upon entering the 
room, to behold Carlo and his beauti^ sister : be' 
iwas unable to utter a word, until her brother, taking 
bim aude, be^ed to speak to him in another apart- 
ment. Signifying bis assent to this, Anselnio con- 
ducted him through a noble suite of rooms, and, dis- 
missing his servant, requested, with some degree of 
emharrasBmeiit, to know his pleasure. " Noble sir," 
replied Carlo, " I believe 1 am debtor for this poor 
life of mine, to your mercy and compassion ; no less 
than my dear sister, who owes every thing she pos- 
sesses to the same generous hand. Were our family 
what it once was, we should have rejoiced to return 
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the oMigatioits you- have conferred npon 'Us u we 
oagbt ; but as we are posseted of little -b^ond out 
dafly gubsistence, we are so unfortunate asto have 
nothing to offer you in return, beyond our-poor 
selves. By restoring the forfeited life which we were 
un&ble to purcbase, you have truly rendered .us your 
property,' and it is inyoui power to dispose of us as 
you please. Whatever our misfortunes may have 
been, we would not willingly add ingratitude to die 
account : there yet bums within us some spark of 
our ancestral e^rit, ambitious of discharging the debt 
we owe, with our. best services and with our: lives. 
I>o not Bcru^e, therefore, as we are yoiir slaves, to 
make use of us tot your profit or your pleasure, as 
you deem fit." 

'. Upon concluding these words, without awaiting a 
r^y, Carlo left the room, and hastened home.'-What 
were Anselmo's emotions of surprise and joy to: be- 
hold him depart alone ! Doubting whether hercoidd 
believe his senses, he was almost overwhelmed: with 
die bonflict of his feelings, when he beheld her seated 
in the saloon where he had'left her: her whqm he 
had BO long and passionately loved. Surely she must 
have consented, he thought, to accompany her bro- 
ther, and. was no longer insensible to his passion. 
Yet deep grief and wretchedtiess seemed depicted in 
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her iMaotifnl coimtenance, and made a holy appeal 
to the heart He gazed upon her mth the tnmt in- 
tense interest and emotioD, unable to attei a woifdi 
Gontinnii^ long absorbed ia diese lediiagB, as if awed 
inta silNice by the Charm of her sudden x^eanofiBi 
and by the exquisite grace and lovelinesis of hn pM- 
■on. In this manner they sat, Ansdmo, stilt gas- 
ing upon her with a variety of cootendii^ fedings, 
ibr (ome lengA of time, without either uttering a 
syllaUe, while Angelica betrayed her ccmfiision and 
distress, by attempting to stifle the sobs that escaped 
from her, hiding her face in her bands, Unwillmg 
to bfJnJd this, Aoselmoi having adopted his TeBola- 
don, left the room ; and, in a few minutes, Angelica 
found herself surrounded by some of his female re- 
latireri ; wh& he sent off his servants, in Tarious di- 
rections, to summon Several of his tnost particular 
finends : acquainting them, at the same tJAie, that he 
had a matter of die utmost importance to consult 
them t^on. 

In the course of an hour a pretty numenrtts party 
being assembled, Ansdmo requested them to give 
him the honour of their company to a friend's house, 
and sending the same request to Angdica and the 
ladies, he led them towards die mansion of Carlo 
Montahini. How much was Angelica surprised, on 
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dieir fvrival, to hear Ansefano inquiie fot her brotlier, 
irito sbortly afterwards made his appearance at the 
gate,. sa3dng, " Signort nbat ore yom commands V 
" Carlo," replied the other, " you called upon me, 
not vary long ago, begging to apeak with me in pri- 
vate, and I now return your call, deairous of coa- 
versing with you before all this honourable company." 
" Signor," said Carlo, " I am prepared to obey you in 
every thing;" uid then inviting the whole party in, 
he led the way to his principal hall, where all being 
seated, Anselmo addressed them in the following noble 
manner : — " My very kind and dear friends, sweet 
ladies, and noble dozens, I doubt not you are all in- 
tent upon the meaning of this visit, and not a little 
curious to hear my motives for so unusual a pro- 
ceedii^, abnost unprecedented on the part of our- 
selves or our ancestors. But the importance of the 
occasion re^jnired it ; and I wished to convince as 
many of my friends as possible, that it is not always 
in the power of fortune to Uunish the splendour of 
sterling merit, and true nobility of mind ; that su- 
perior to riches, power, and pomp, these are quali- 
ties diat may still shine conspicuously forth ; while, 
without them, what alas, are nobility, glory, and prido 
of birth ? The truth of this has, 1 am ha^iy to say, 
even now been beautifully displayed in the conduct 
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of Carlo and Aogdica Montanini, whose surpaBsing 
grace and courtesy of. manners, . nhose liberality 'and 
giatitude, under the most trying circumetance*, have 
triumphed over their adverse lot, and fully shewn the 
HobQity of iheii minds to be equal to that of their de- 
scent. Fity it is, that mine ancestors should, so long 
have borne enmity against spirits of such a stamp ; 
should have despoiled, them of their native honours 
and posseasions, and exposed them to the injuries of 
fortune, and to the machinations of designing men. 
Had a Carlo and.Angelic^ sooner appeared, much 
family discord and unhappiness might have been pre- 
vented. As it is, you must now learn how long 
and ardently I have cherished an affection for the 
sister of Carlo, the .beautiful Angehca, whom yeu 
have so tdndly accompanied hither. Her worth, her 
g^itleneas and accomplishments, all her virtue^ and 
noble qualities, are too well appreciated and beloved, 
to create the least surprise, when I declare .myself 
one of her earliest and most devoted admirers, ' Yet 
it was only the sagacious mind of Carlo that pene- 
trated my secret, long conceded even from the ob- 
ject of my regard : and it is hardly worth while tore- 
peat the recent circumstances that brought it to light 
Enou^ to say, that Carlo imagined he owed eveir 
thing he possessed, even his life, to myinflneiue, and 
that acting under ifaia itnptecvion, as he had already 
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concluded upoa sacrificing himself for his dear Bister'i 
aake, so in the height of his gratitude and noble- 
minded courtesy, he believed they ought both to sa- 
crifice themselves for mine. Noble instance of gene* 
roaity ! Because I had restored so noble a spirit, an 
only brother (a common du^) to his Bister's bosomi 
he, knowing I must be pa^Hlanately attached to 
her, surrendered both her and bis own services into 
my hands, willing rather to become my victims, than 
to live &ee under the sense of unreqiuted fiivours; 
thotigh unknown to any but themselves. Thus it 
was not the world they feared ; they risked together 
their peace of mind, and their reputation; but they 
feared only the silent reproaches of their benefactor. 
For they knew I was ambitious of making Angelica 
mine, beyond the dearest object I ever pursued ; but 
die moiiient she was [daced in my power; iTcstoredher, 
without even addressing to her a single word, to the 
arms of her brother, as yoti have seen ; and I am now 
bere to entreat of him and of all of you, to use your 
best iiduence with that lady, that she will sometime, 
should I he esteemed worthy, pehnit me to call her 
by the honoured name of wife." Carlo bere express-- 
ing an entire obedience to his wishes, and the whole 
party uniting with him in pressing his slater to accept 
Ansehno's hand, the ladies drew her forward, while 
her lover, taking out three rich diamond rings, ap- 
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proachod, aad placed one of tbem upon hei finger, 
tapaaang ha in the presence of them all. Tbea 
tnnung to Ae sgect»ton, he continued : " Methii^ 
it would in beseem the splendour of my Aagt^aft 
bcMity, of her virtues and her aatk, to receive her 
dowerleu into the family of the SalUnbeni, the an- 
dent foe of her house ; but now, I trust, for ever 
united with it in bonds of lasting amity and love. 
Be witoea, therefore) for me, my gentle and cou^ 
t«nu frioids, that I here endow her widi CMie fourth 
of the whole of my poBiesBtons, spportiooing, like- 
wise, the same share to my dear and only brother, 
Csdo, for his sole benefit and use." 

Ab he concluded these words, loud munnurs of ^- 
plause and heartfelt approbation ran through the as- 
■emUy, each vieing with the rest in congradilationB 
to the hafpj parties, whose disinterested virtues and 
gmerosity m^ted so rich a return. The marriage 
contract having been drawn out and signed, Anselmo, 
accompanied by the same honourable train of finrads, 
reconducted his lovely bride into the mansion of hia 
ancestors, where, after partaking of a rich repass he 
dismissed them with many thanks ; Utough not with- 
out giving them a fresh invitation to meet again mi 
the Ibllowiiig Sunday, at his ajiceattal viUa. 
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AtzssAKo&o GiROLAHo SozziNi,* is perhaps one 
of the least known among the Italian writeFs of fic- 
tion, and IB certainly not to be placed in competition 
with gotne of the most dJatingiiiRhM either of his 
own or a preceding age. He will, neTertheleas, afibrd 
us one or two specimens, remarkable rather for 
their lightness and variety than for any great degree 
of interest or novelty attaching to the subject. His 
stories for the most part, indeed, are rather selected 
than original, many of them consisting of jests and 
anecdoteS) along with all the good points he could 
meet vrith, both in preceding and contemporary au- 
thors, from whom, Uke many others, he pirated with 
very little ceremony : good stones appearing to have 

* The woA from which we h^ve coutriTed to wlect Ihe few 
novela that follow, is entitleil, " Raccolta di buile, fiicene, malti, 
t boAbneiie di tie uDmiiu 3en«d, cioe di SalTadore di Topo 
SoTpsUina, di Jacomo alias ScacKiioDc, e di Muianotio Secu- 
rini, titttore dell' opera del duomo di Siena: poite imieme d> 
rtli Mil mini di Ginluno Sonim, gentiliiomo' Seoue, . per pauar 
tempc e per fi^gir^ I'oiio." — Bto. wilhont d&te : Senna. 
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been the connnon property of all. His coUecdoiit 
which was first published at Sienna, without datCi in 
8ro., but, sometime, aa mt learn itom Poggisli, to- 
waids the close of the sixteenth century, is now very 
srarely to be met with. 

Although by no means possessing the genuine diy- 
raeteristica of the Italian qotcI, such a producdon 
may, perhaps, be entitled to rank in the mmi^rous list 
pf those that are known to fiii^h a few occasional 
gopd tales, and hints to other writers, amidst an 
abundance of very io&rit? and yery exceptionable 
matter. In its natiye garb, tbe work is chiefly wortli 
attantion, on aceount of the ease ait4 simplicity of 
its style, afid the somewhat mavf an4 artless manner 
with which, in «d4itipii to tbe liveliness of the sub^ 
jec(, the anec4ot^ jwe iptrqducei), Wp are infbrm^t 
uppQ thp authority of PoggiaJir diat besides his itac- 
colta di BurU, &c. So^zini likewise produced a Pas^ 
toral, in five long acts, and in ierta rima: and it is 
stated by tbe above author to have been included 
in his own collection, with the follewing title : — 
Buquilla egioga pastorale di Maggio del Signer Ala- 
»andro Soisini, fyc. 1688, 8vo. 

Moje ample notices relating to the life and works 
of this WFit«i are »sid to have perished iq oqe of 
tbose temfic esnfaquakes that last afllieted, with 
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otherand much more serious loss to all lanka of in- 
habitants, ^ city of Sienna. His name has fre- 
quently been confounded with that of two other au- 
thors, both bearing the name, also, of Alesiandro, 
mentioned by TJgur^eri, who, on the other hand, 
takes no kind of notice ^f the novelist 
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NOVELLA 1. 

Xax wife of the good citizen Dore having lately 
been confined to the hoose, her kind-hearted huaband 
vent out, to purchase a couple of capons for her, 
though he had not to boast even the value of a brass 
farthing in his pocket. But bent upon his purpose, 
he turned his steps towards the market-place, where 
he found a jolly countryman, who shewed him a fine 
fat pair of birds, for which he had the modesty to 
ask him only six livrea. To this demand Dore re- 
plied, " Come, then, to save trouble, I will give 
you five ;" and after some little demur, it was a bar- 
gain. Then seizing his prize, Dore said to the honest 
man, " Just come a little way along with me ; you 
shall have yonr money in a moment." So turning 
into the church of San Martino, in their way, they 
found the prior busily engaged in confessing a young 
woman, and Dore said to the countryman, " Wait 
here a moment, for I wish to shew tbem to our friar, 
as they are for his table ; and I will tell him to pay 
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70U the five livres as soon aa he shall have done 
confesaing that woman." Soon after, approaching 
theprior, he whispered in hiaear: " Holy fiither, 
you will do me a great service by confcasing a- poor 
sinner, a gossip of mine, who stands there;" and' lie 
pcnnted him out vrith his hand. " Poor wretch, be 
has never been at confession, during the ' space of 
five years, and now he cannot find a priest' that will 
hear him. Oh,'beatow thiaqiecial charity upon him ; 
let him not go away, as he came, but bid him wait 
until youihave dismissed the lady, and speak a word 
of comfort to him!" " Well,'' said' the fiiar, ad- 
dressing the nutic, " brother, you may tarry a little ; 
I will attend to you directly." Upon hearing this, 
Pore again said to the countryman, " When he has 
confessed the lady, he will, pay you, and in the mean 
while I will take his capons into his cell." " But 
have you told him how much he is to pay me?" 
inquired the other. " Certainly," replied Dore, " I 
aaid five;" and turning again to the fiiiar, he cried 
aloud, ahaking hia head at the poor fellow, as he 
spoke, " Yes, it is five, father, — even jfce J" " True, 
I hear you," returned the priot in a mournful tone, 
while. the happy-Dore left the place; and when he 
had cleared the-gate, proceeded as last as his legs 
could -carry him towards his own house.' ' So ' tlie 
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prior, when he had finished the lady's confhuion, 
turning to the nistic, beckoned him to approach, which 
the htter, eager to be paid, lost no time in doing. 
The friar supposing him bent upon confession, stud, 
" Kneel, with humOity and revereace, kneel down !" 
" Humility 7" cried the astonished rustic; " what 
humiUty ? Give me the money for your cqmns first, 
that are just gone into your ceU : did not your man 
tell you you were to pay me five? and you said, 
' True ; I hear :' and that is what we agreed for, 
good father." " Heaven help us !" cried the friar, 
" what is all this T The man with the capons told me 
thou Wert his gossip, a foster-brother' of his, and 
wert much in want of confession, which I promised 
thee, and will give. So down on thy knees : brother, 
what are thy sins ?* " Do you think to make a foot 
of me, father? Do you think I did not hear when he 
sud ' five,' as loud as he could!" " But do not I 
tell you," said the friar, getting into a passion, " that 
be meant five years ? yes, five, you rascal, since yon 
were last confessed." " No, no," said the unhappy 
rusdc ; " but if you will not pay me the mone^, at 
least let me hare my capons back." " But I hare 
not got them," said the friar ; " I wish I had : bow 
can I give you back what I have nev«r taken t" 
t' Ah I this is rery fine," sud the other, qdte in a 
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passion ; " die man bought them for yon, and he 
carried them juat now into your cell, — what Bay you 
to that 7" " 1 say," returned the priest, " let us ^ 
and look for them ; there will be one a-piece ; but 
if they be in my cell, I will eat them both without 
aance, and pay thee thy price into the bargain ; nay, I 
will give thee ten lirree. Heie are the keys : cone 
and search ! Do you think the rt^ue got thiongfa 
the key-hole," he continued, addressing the wretched 
rusdc, as he opened the door, " without me, and my 
lock and key t There now, look till you are tiled : 
you see every place is open ; and if you find them, 
call me a greater thief than the thief himself." 

The countryman bustled, and searched, and swore, 
but all to no purpose; no c^mhu were there. So 
be at last said to the friar, " But surely you will teU 
me who the man is who cheated me." " I know hnn 
not," answered the good &tfaei, " any more than I 
know you. 1 never saw either of you in my life be- 
fore, and in my opinion you are a couple of airant 
rogues." And with this compUment, the poor coun> 
tryman was obliged to take his leave. 
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ScACAEZONS Tetaming one day from Rome, foond 
htmael^ mhen within a abort distance of Sienna, 
'vridioiit csah enough to purchase a dinner. But re- 
solving not to go vithout one if he could avoid it, 
he very quietly walked into the nearest inn, and ap- 
pearing quite a stranger, he demanded a room in 
which to dine alone. He next ordered whatever he 
considered most likely to prove agreeable to himsell^ 
without in the least sparing his purse, as the good 
host believed, and eat and drank every thing of the 
best When he had at length finished his wine, and 
refreshed himself with a short nap, for his journey, 
he rang the bell, and with a very unconcerned air, 
asked the waiter for his bill. This being handed 
to him, " Wwter," he cried, " can you tell me any 
thing relating to the laws of this place?" " Oh yes, 
signor, — I dare say ;" for a waiter is never at a'loss. 
" For instance," continued Scacazzone, " what does 
a man forfat by kiUiag another?" " His life, 
signor, certainly," said the waiter. " But if he only 
wounds another badly, not mortally, what then!" 
" Then," returned the waiter, " as it may happesi 
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according to the nature of the provocation and the 
injury." " And lastly," continued the guest, " if you 
only deal & fellow a sound bos upon the eai, what do 
you pay for that?" " For that," echoed the waiter, 
" it is hereabout ten liTres,signori no more." "Then 
send your master to me," cried Scacazsone, " he 
quick, be gone!" Upon the good host's appear- 
ance, his wily guest conducted himself in such a man- 
ner, uttering such accusations against extortion, such 
threats, and such vile ' aspersions upon his host's 
house,' that on Scacazzone purposely bringing their 
heads pretty close in contact, the landlord, unabts 
longer to bear his taunts, lent hint rather a severe 
cuff. " I am truly obhged to you," cried the happy 
Scacazzone, taking him by the hand, " this is all I 
wanted with you; truly obliged to you, my good 
host, and will thank you for the change. Your hill 
here is eight livres, and the fine upon your assault 
is ten; however, if you will have the goodness to 
pay the'differ«ice to the waiter, as I find I shall reach 
the city very pleasantly before evening, it will be 
quite right." 
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Anothxk time, oui identical trwai Scacazzone hap- 
pening to pus by the church of our Lady of the Well, 
went in to pay his devotions to the patron saint of 
thieves. There were only three blind men in the 
place, spparentiy employed in the same manner ; but 
hearing- some one stirring, they began to ask alma, 
which the said Scacazzone bestowed equ&Uy upon all 
three, in the following mannei : " I have made a 
TOW, brothers," he said, " to bestow a whole gold 
ducat in chanty, and I cuinot do better than give it, 
my poor feUowB, to you. Here it is, take it;" while 
etick of them stretched out their haadji, and he gave 
it to none. He next said : " If yoa will follow my 
advice now, you will all go to the neaxett ta.vpm, 
after fimsbing prayer, and try to make yourselves 
merry for once in your lives." Dehghted at these 
words, and each supposing the other in possessiiHi of 
the gold, they declared themselves ready to follow 
his advice, and hastened as fast as they could find 
their way to the hostelry of Marchino in Diacceto, 
their arch enemy following at a convenient distance 
to' enjoy the result. Proceeding therefore boldly 



Digiiizcdt* Google 



NOTEI.I.A in, 371 

into the house, the blind guests b^an to give theni' 
advea no slight airs, requiring to be served with 
every thing of the best ; while Scacazaone took bis 
station at the thre^old. They were no sooner seat- 
ed, than they began to discuss the dishes with very 
little ceremony, sending many of them away, soA 
calling for better fere, aa truly the good host a^ 
peaied to have an idea of entertaining theln some- 
what scantity, according to the cut of their doth ; 
their arch impostor having given him a sort of hmt 
not to exceed the bounds of prudence, in point of 
supply. Biit he was so uncommonly attentive and 
polite, and made them so many line promises on 
condition of their consenting to make his house the 
scene of entertainment on other occasions, and was be- 
sides so very moderate in his demands (for the poor 
fellows could not see what they had been eating, and 
began to suspect all was not as it should be) that they 
were compelled to make the best of their bargain. 
Still they were so little pleased, that they would make 
no rash promises to come again, and as they called 
for their biD, their ideas rambled to future scenes 
of festivity, at some of their more ancient haunts. 
" Give him the ducat, and let us go," said one, 
" with the change, to some better quwters." " No," 
said another, " do yon, give it him ; I have not got 
3b3 
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it;" and so answered the third. " But one of yoli 
must. have it," exclaimed the first. '"I tell you I 
heard him give it to you." " Nay,;to you," retorted 
the others; " you were standing nearer to the gate.'' 
".Very' true,' sirs; but you were nearer to him who 
gave it ; and you. have got it between you, and sh^ 
pay." " Villain," cried one of the others, '" do you 
tax us widi theft? Had he given it to us, do you 
think,you would not have known which 1" " I know 
you are two rogues," rejoined the last, " and want to 
divide the ducat' between you; yes, you want to 
cheat a poor honest blind man. But do you suppose 
I ,will not have my share?'' and raising his cudgel 
as be spoke, he dealt his blows soundly on all sides 
of him. 

. Feeling die weight of his, hand, his blind brothers 
were not long ;in following his example, and all 
the' three began to hazard in every direction most 
serious and ferocious blows. Their want of eyes ren- 
dered the encounter by no 'means less dangerous; 
and one of the two friends had aheady disabled his 
ally by fracturing his arm, and was engaged with his 
enemy alone. " One of- the rogues has killed- me, -I 
fear," cried the wounded man, as heattemptedto^ 
draw from the field, and fell upon the ground. " I 
qnly wish they wouM despatch each -other," he coa- 
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tinued, as be heard them fierceli^ cuffing and grap- 
pling with oae another; " I wish they would, and I 
should 6nd the ducat in the pocket of one of them." 
The author of this wicked trick, in the mean while, 
was enjoying the engagement at the door ; and be- 
ginning to think the aflfair somewhat too serious, the 
populace already collecting in the street, he stepped 
in, with the help of the host, and carried off the 
wounded blind from the scene of action. Then se- 
parating the others with difficulty, he began to make 
inquiries into the merits of the case, and concluded 
with observing, " I dare say the gentleman gave the 
money to none of you : so come, here are three &r- 
things, and I will pay your bill for you ; and so be 
reconciled." 
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GIOVAN-FRANCESCO STRAP AROLA. 



This author, was bom at Cararaggio, and is ranked 
among tbe Venetian writers, having chiefly reaided, 
and composed his works, at Venice. He is to be es- 
teemed rather an useful than a very happy and amus- 
ing novelist, inasmuch as he fnmished a large col- 
lection of stories for the benefit of his successors, 
many of which are considered curious in illustrating 
the progress of fiction ; " chiefly," says Mr, Dimlop, 
" as being the source of those fairy tales which were 
so prevalent in France in the commencement of the 
eighteenth century." 

The first portion of his PiactvoU Notti,* was pub- 
lished in the year 1550, at Venice, and the second 
part at the same place, in 1564. Four m<«e editions 
afterwards appeared, comprehending the eiUire work, 
amounting in the whole to seventy-four tales. In the 
introduction, we are told that a princess and her la- 
ther, having &llen fivm their high estate, became 
attached to a party of private persons, who for their 
* Tradici R«ce»(di Notti. Venice, 1554. 
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amuBement, during the sununei evenings, relate sto- 
ries, which are continued through the cool and plea- 
sant hours of an Italian night. In a letter addfcswd 
" Alle Piacevali Donne," dated tbe 11th of January, 
1&64, and prefixed to his noTels, he informs them, 
that he presents the stories just as he heard them re- 
peated from the lips of some &ir friends. He tnuta, 
therefore, that they will Dot find fault with tbe sinqilB 
and familiar style in which they are written, beingr 
copied by hitn just as he found them, and not bemg 
of his awn composition. He is certainly correct, in 
ifisclaiming the merit of originality, since many of his 
tales are borrowed &am ApoleiuB, some irom the 
Norelle Autidie, and others irom Giovanni Brevio ;. 
such as the story of the nuptials of Belphagor, which 
fbrtna the fourib tale of Uie second night. Strapa- 
rola was indisputably a better collector than an ao- 
thoT. He has, however, the merit of having Mipplied 
Hc^ie with his " £cole des Femmes ;" and, indeed, 
with several other plots for his inimitable comediefl. 
Together widi Boccaccio, he may be considered the 
great storehouse from which the French diamatins 
have drawn their subjecls, while they affected to des- 
pise the authors of them. 

Besides this novel, Straparola produced a work en- 
titled Opera Auoro, consisting of soanets and other 
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poenu, publbhed at Venice in 1516, though he is 
not ranked among the Italian poets of Crescimbeni. 
It ia observed by Mr. Dunlop,* that he levied hia hea- 
viest contributions upon the eighty novels of Jerome 
Morlini, a nork nritten in Latin, and printed at 
Naples, in 1S20, 4to. ; biU now almost utterly un- 
known, iVom which thirteen are hterally translated 
into the Italian, and many of the rest closely imitated. 

* HiitiKrofElotuiD, vdl.ii. p. 4M. 
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TENTH NIGHT, NOVELLA IV. 

In Como, s little city of Lombardy , not very &a 
firom Milan, there once dwelt a citizen of the name 
of Andrigetto da Sabbia, whose immense poaseasions, 
surpassing those of any other individual, did not, 
however, prevent him from adding to them by every 
means in his power. Being perfectly secure against 
the attacks of conscience in all his dealings, he was 
never known to suffer remorse for the most unjusti- 
fiable actions. He was in the habit of disposing of 
the produce of his large estates to the poorer citizens 
and peasantry, instead of selling it to jnercbants and 
others, who could command ready money ; not &om 
any charitable motives, but in order to obtain pos- 
session of their little remaining property, still uniting 
field afler field to the great possessions he had al- 
ready acquired. It happened that eo great a scarcity 
began to prevail in the city and its vicinity, that 
many persons actually perished of want, while num- 
bers bad recourse to our old usurer for assistance ; to 
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whom, from the ui^:ent pressure of di 
£b»y were compelled to make over, in return for*the 
necessaries of life, such interest as they might pos- 
Bess, either in houses or lands. The concourse of peo- 
ple in his neighbourhood was so great as almost to 
resemble a jubilee oi a public &ir. Now there was a ' 
certain notary, Tonisto Raapante by name, a most 
notorious and wily practitioner of his art, and more 
successful than any'other of his brethren'in empty- 
ing the pockets of the poor villagers. He had still, 
however, so much regard for an ancient taw in Co- 
me, relating to usurious contracts, which "required 
the money lent to be counted in the presence of pro- 
per witnesses, as to refuse to draw up such^instru-. 
ments*as Andrigetto often directed him -to prepare,' 
observing that, they were altogether against the form; 
of the statutei and be would: not, venture to -risk the 
penalty. But such were the overbearing maimers of 
the old miser, and so great vras his authority in the 
city, that sometimes threatening him with ruin, and 
at other times bribing him to his purpose, he com-! 
pcJled the attorney to obey his commands. The. 
time for confessing himself being at hand, before: 
pr^enting himself at the confesaional, Andrigetto. 
took care. to s«id to the priest an excellent dinner, 
with as much of the finest cloth as would make a' 
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pair of hose for hunsdf and his Berrant, announcinf 
«t tbe aame time his intention to coofraa on the ensu- 
ing day, when be thought that he was sore of meet* 
mg with a favMirahle hearing. The priest ondertook 
with pleasure the task of absolving from Ins sins so 
cnunent and rich a citizen, and receired his penitent 
wHh the utmost cordiality. Andrigelto M on bis 
knees before his spiritual £itber, accusing himself 
with very htde ceremony of varioas sins and errors, 
not forgetting bis usurious and iUeg^ contracts, all 
which be recounted in the most minste muuter. The 
}»iest, who had sense enough to perceive the enor- 
mous nature of his offences, conceiving himself bound 
to make some represcntsttons on the subject, ven- 
tured certain gende hints on the impropriety of their 
repetition, and in the mean wUle strongly recmn- 
mending restitution to the injured parties. Instead 
of taking this in good part, Andrigetto tamed very 
shaqdy round tqton his conibasoT, observing that he 
was at a h)ss to understand what he meant, and that 
he had better go, and return no mare, until he had 
learned how to confess pentHis in a more rational 
manaer. The priest, owing his preferment in a gnat 
measure to Andrigetto, and fearflil lest he might 
lose his &vour altogelb^, began to retract as well as 
he could, gave him abst^utioRr and thenimposing as 
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■light a penance aa possible, received a florin for his 
reward, atler which Andrigetto took hia leave, in 
very excellent qtirits. 

Not l(»g after this intervietr, our old usurer, while 
r^icuig in this absolution tram all his sins, feU ill of 
a mortal distemper, and the phyaciatn shortly des- 
paired of his life. His friends and rdabres having 
gathered round his bed, took U)e liberty of suggest- 
ing that it was now time to think of a sincere confea- 
■ioD, to receive his last spiritnal consolation, and 
make a final wrangement of his afi^m, like a good 
catholic and a Christian. But the old gentleman, 
having hitherto devoted aU his tlidughl» and ex- 
ertionsj both day and ni^t, to the hoarding of his 
ivealtb, instead of being at all imjucssed by the aw- 
fiiltMSS of his situation, only replied with great levity 
to ibttr arguments : still amtning hinuelf with ar- 
ranging the moat trifling concerns, and evincing not 
the least uneasiness at his approaching end. After 
long entreaties and persuasions, he was at last pre- 
vailed upon to comply with thar reqtiest, and agreed 
to summon to his aaustance his old agent Toaisto 
Raspante, the m^ary, and &tfaer Neofito, hda con- 
fessor. 

On the arrival'Of these personages, tbey addressed 
the patient witk a cheerfiil countenance, teUiag him 
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to keep up his spirits, for that with God's help he 
would soon be & sound man again, r Andiigetto only 
teplied that he feared be was too far gone for that, 
and that he had perhaps better lose no time in fiist 
settlmg his worldly at^s, and then arranging his 
^o«tly concerns with his confessor. But the good 
priest, exhorting and comforting him to the best'.of 
his ability, advised him first of all to place bis sole 
trust in the Lord, humbly submitting himself to his 
will, as the safest means of obtaining a restoration to 
health. To this, however, Andrigetto replied only 
by ordering seven respectable men to be called in as 
witnesses of his. nuncupative last will and testaments 
These individuals having been successively piearaited 
to the patient, and taken their seats, he proceeded to 
inquire from his &iend Tonisto, the very lowest charge 
which he was in the habit of making. for penning a 
wiD. " According to the strict rules of the profes- 
MUn," replied Tonisto, " it is only a florin ; but in 
general the amount is decided by the feelings <^ the 
testator." " Well, well, then," cried the patient, 
"take two florins ; and set down what I tell you.',' 
The notary having invoked the divioe name, drew 
out the preliminaries in the usual manner ; bequeath- 
ing the body of the testator to the earth, and hii 
soul to the bands of God who gave it, with humMe 
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thanks for the. many faTOurs vouchsafed by him to 
his unworthy creature. This exordium being read 
to Andrigetto, he fiew into a violent lage, and com- 
tnanded the notary to write down nothing but hia 
own word*, which he dictated as follows: " I, Andri- 
getto di Valsabbia, being of sound mind, though in- 
firm of body, do hereby declare this to be my last 
will and testaniHit : I give and bequeath my soul 
into the haoda of the great Satan, the prince of' de- 
vils." Hearing these words, the witnesses stood 
aghast ; Raspante's quill started from the paper, and 
in evident horror and perturbation, he stopped. Look- 
. mg the lestator very earnestly in, the face, he inter- 
posed : - " Ah I Messer Andrigetto, these are tlie 
words of a madman t" " How 1" exclaimed Andri- 
getto, in a. violent passion, " w;hat do you nwah ? 
How dare you stop? Write word for word as, I' 
direct you, and nothing more ; or you shall never: be. 
paid ibr a will of mine: proceed, I tell you.'\ Struck' 
with the greatest horror and Burprise, his friends at- 
tempted to remonstrate with him, lamenting that'he 
should make use of language, so opposite to bis 
usual'gbod sense, laugiiage which only madmen or 
blasphemers could be .capable of using on such a 
subject and in so awful a situation. as his.' f Desist, 
then," Uiey continued, " for heaven's take, and epn- 

YOL. II. 2 c 
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s«b your honour, and the safety of youi poor loaL 
Xbink of the scandal such a proceeding woiild bring 
upon your fiunily, if you, who were esteemed so pni- 
dent and so wise, were to make yourself an example 
of all that is perfidious, ungrateful, and impious to- 
wards heaven." 

But Andrigetto paid no inrthn attention to theii 
reproaches, than by obserring that his businesB was 
with his attorney, and that as he had not yet finished 
his will, they had better uko care what they were 
about ; on which there was soon a respectful silence 
throughout the room. He then turned towards his 
attorney, requestmg to know, in a voice of suppressed 
paasion, whether he was prepared to go on, as be 
had already offered to pay double the usual charge 
ibr his laboura. Apprehensive that Andrigetto mi|^t 
expire before he had made a disposition of his pro- 
perty, the notary promised to do as he was required, 
more especially when he heard the patient beginning 
to hiccup with the violence of his emotions ; so that 
he was compelled to make a solemn vow to fidfil his 
Kent's instructions, 

" Item," continued Andrigetto, " I hereby be- 
queath the wretched soul of my wicked agent Tonislo 
Raapente, to the great Satan, in order that it may 
keep company with mine when it leaves this world. 
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■s it ibortly most." " The Lord have mercy on 
ms!" uied the poor attorney, shocked at the deep 
■olenmity with nhich these last words were uttered, 
i< the Lwd have mercy on my soul 1" and the pen 
dropped from his hand. " Recal," he continued, 
" my honoured patron, recal those wicked words ; 
do any thing bat destroy my eternal interests, my 
last, my dearest hopes." " Go on, you rt^e," 
cried the testator, " and do not venture to interrupt 
me again ; do not tell me about your soul. You 
have your pay, and that is enough ; so proceed 
quickly as I shall direct you. I leave my said at- 
torney's sold to the devil, for tbia reason ; that if he 
had not consented to draw up so many false and 
usurious contracts, but had driven me from hii pre- 
sence u soon as I proposed them, I should not now 
flad myself reduced to the sad extremity of leaving 
botii our souls to die king of hell, owing entirdy to 
his shame&l cupidity, and wont of common honesty." 
The attorney, though trembling at the name of the 
king of hell, yet fearful lest his patron might enter 
into further particulars &r from creditable to him, 
wrote as he was commanded. 

" Iton," condaued the patient, " I bequeath the 
soul of father Neofito, my confessor, into the claws 
of liud&r ; aye, to thirty thousand pidr of devils." 
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" Stop, MesscT Andrigetto, pray stop," cried tbe 
priest; "and do ii6t think of applying those dread- 
ful words to itie. You ought to put your trust in 
the Lord, in the Lord Jesus, whose mercies alwajrs 
abound, who came to save sinners, and is still invit- 
ing them, night and day, to repentance. He died 
for oui sins, and for your sins, Meaaer Andrigetto ; 
you have only to beseech pardon, and all wiU yet be 
well. The road is still opea to restitution; hasten 
to make restitution then ; for the Lord does hot wish 
the death of a sinner. You haVe great wealth ; re- 
member the church ; you will have masses said for 
your soul, and mayyet sit in the seats of paradise." 
"Oh, thou wicked and moat wretched priest," re- 
torted'the patient, " by thy vile avarice and simmiy, 
thou hast, helped thine own soul, aa well as miner 
into- the pit of perdition. And dost thou now think 
of advising me to repent ? - Confiision on thy vil- 
lainy ! ' Write, notary, that I bequeath his soul to the 
very centre of the place of torments ; for bad it not 
been for his bold and shameless conduct in absolving 
me from my numerous and repeated offences, I 
should not now find myself in the strange predica- 
ment in which I am placed. What ! does' the rogue 
think it would be now just to restore my evil-gotten 
gains, and thus leave my-poor family destitute? No, 
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no ; I am not qviite such a fool as to do that ; bo 
please to go on. Item. To my dear lady Felicia, I 
leave my pretty form, situated in the district of Co- 
macchio, in order to supply herself with the el«^an- 
cies of life, and occasionally treat her lovers as she 
has been hitherto in the habit of doing, thus prqur- 
ing the way further to oblige me with her company 
in the other world ; sharing with us the torments of 
eternity. The remainder of my property, as well 
personal as real, with all future interest and proceeds 
accruing thereon, I leave to my two legitimate and 
beloved sons, Commodo and Torquato, on condition 
that they give nothing for a single mass to be said 
for the soul of the deceased, but that they feast, 
swear, game, and fight, to the best of their ability, 
in order that ihey may the sooner waste their sub- 
stance so wickedly acquired; until driven to despair, 
they may as speedily as possible hang themselves. 
And this I declare to be my last will and testament, 
as witness all present, not forgetting my attorney." 
Having signed this instrument, and put his seal to it, 
Andrigetto turned away his face, and uttering a Ux- 
rific howl, finally ■orrendered his impenitent soul to 
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